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DATE 2017 KEY EVENTS 

Monday 30th October Parent Forum ‘Is my Teenager “normal”? 7:00pm—9:00pm 
PAC 

Wednesday 1st to Wednesday 22nd November Year 12 Exams 

Monday 6th November Alternative Program for Students 

Tuesday 7th November Public Holiday—Student Free Day 

Friday 10th November Year 10 English and Maths Exam Periods 1-4  

Monday 13th November to Friday 17th November Year 11 Exams  

Tuesday 14th to 17th November Year 8 Camp—Cape Otway National Park 

Thursday 16th November  Monash Day—Students may wear one item of non uniform 
green  clothing 

Monday 20th November Headstart Program begins for 2018 students  

Thursday 23rd November Year 12 Valedictory 

Friday 1st December  Headstart ends for Year 12 2018  

Friday 8th December  Headstart ends for Year 11 2018  

Monday 11th December Grade 6 Parent Information Evening  - 2018—Stadium 

Friday 15th December  Headstart ends for Years 8, 9 & 10 2018  

Monday 18th to Friday 22nd December  Alternative Program will be put in place for students 

Tuesday 19th December Presentation Night 

Friday 22nd December  Last day of 2017  - Alternative Program finishes at 2:30pm 
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

These first three weeks of Term 4 has been full of celebration.  Our students and staff 

made history last week in the celebration of the journey and history of Berwick 

College. Year 8 student, Matthew Spencer together with the support of Mr Mark 

Woodbridge and Mr Peter Feltham, captured footage of our 1600 students and staff in the shape of a 40 

on the tennis courts. Later that week foundation students and staff joined VIPs including Dr Bruce Coller, 

who played a major part in the establishment of our College, Mr Ricardo Balancy President of the Rotary 

Club of Berwick, Cr Serey and Cr Jackson. College Captains Noah O’Halloran and Borna Masoudi 

interviewed 2002 College Captain, Mr Darren Irvine. The Vocal Ensemble and Stage Band entertained our 

guests, performing compilations from each decade under the expert direction of Mr Michael Couche, Mrs 

Mandy Brown and Ms Tammy Brittaine. Past staff such as Diane Kirwin, Ross Miller, Pauline Heatherington 

and Terry Trevena expressed their apologies for not being able to attend and wished our College all the 

very best in the future growth of the school. The Pakenham Gazette reported on our ruby anniversary 

(16th October) and journalist Bonny Burrows reported on the evening (25th October). 

The Arts and Technology Exhibition show cased our talented Year 12 student work and students also 

participated in learning team activities such as Pavement Art and Post-it Note Art activities. The 

woodwork, textiles, media, photography and artwork showed excellent creativity and skill. It was lovely to 

have parents and families visiting the display along with past staff members who visited before attending 

the 40th Anniversary dinner. 

Year 7 to 9 Dance Academy students gave outstanding performances in the ‘Dark Side to the Woods’ 

production. Choreographed by the students themselves, the dances covered a range of styles from 

graceful ballet to high energy hip-hop. The costuming was inspired and the production quality gave the 

performance an eerie intimate and engaging feel. The audience on each of the three nights were 

thoroughly entertained and highly complimentary of our Academy students’ performance. Many thanks to 

Ms Julie Clish, Ms Amy Pyke, Mr Andrew Tomlin and Ms Melissa Quenette for their contribution to the 

production and special thank you to Mrs Erin Silfo for again manning the ticket office on all three evenings.  

In spite of all these exciting activities, our focus on learning is our priority.  

Literacy for Learning training continues this term and Cup Eve we will be running a special program of 

instruction for students while staff are involved in a PD led by Dr Penny Round on inclusion legislation, 

support strategies and individual learning plans.  

There was a buzz of excitement, confetti and streamers, as our Year 12s finished their formal school 

attendance on Tuesday at a whole school assembly. Our Year 12 teachers should be commended for their 

hard work and extra hours they have invested into helping our students achieve their goals and prepare 

for exams and assessments. I also extend my thanks to Mr Mark Woodbridge, Ms Sally Mitchell, Year 12 

Coordinators Ms Lexie McGill, Ms Brodie Andersen and Ms Jocelyn Spinks, all teachers, support staff, 

parents, guardians and families who have supported and encouraged these young people to achieve their 

goals throughout their entire time at Berwick.  

It is with some sadness that we farewell these young people we have watched grow from little Year 7s, in 

too big uniforms and with a bag as big as themselves, to young adults, through all the turmoil of teenage 

years, and we wish them every success in their future endeavours.  

...Our school has a great reputation in our community with the past 
providing a strong foundation for the present and our future .  

http://pakenham.starcommunity.com.au/gazette/2017-10-16/dinner-to-celebrate-its-success/
http://pakenham.starcommunity.com.au/gazette/2017-10-20/college-celebrates-40-years-in-style/
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PRINCIPAL REPORT CONTINUED...  

There is strong competition between our  Learning Teams. As at the 18th September Chisholm is at the top 

of the ladder with 122 points, Kenny a close second at 95 points and Hollows a closer third at 90 points. 

Significant planning and work is undertaken by staff and students to foster positive relationships, leader-

ship growth and promote awareness and willingness to make a difference in the lives of others through 

the fundraising for their charities. We look forward to seeing which Learning Team will be the 2017 cham-

pions.  

To continue our strong enrolment and positive promotion of our College, the seventh Kick Start Program 

will be offered to Grade 5 students at our local feeder primary schools from Monday 13th November to 

Friday 17th November. Feedback from both the students and primary coordinators has been very positive 

and it has helped students feel comfortable with their upcoming transition to secondary school. On Tues-

day 12th December we will welcome our 2017 Year 7 students to the College for Orientation.  

Our school has a great reputation in our community with the past providing a strong foundation for the 

present and our future. ’I shall grow’ is also true for our physical environment as we will be installing 2 new 

General Purpose, Science and Food Technology buildings in preparation for the 2018 year. We encourage 

all our students to take advantage of every opportunity to finish this year well and we look forward to cel-

ebrating together, with families, students and staff,  the achievements and successes of 2017 at final as-

semblies, Year 12 Valedictory and our Presentation Evening. Ms Kerri Bolch - Principal 

BERWICK COLLEGE COUNCIL  

College Council members were very appreciative of Year 10 
students Mevan Jayathiake and Susannah Rake who reported 
on the 2017 Indonesian Study Tour. 
An unforgettable tour, students visited areas they had learned 
about in text books which gave them a real understanding of 
the significance of cultural sites. They observed similarities and 
differences between Australian and Indonesian schools such as 
music performances and student use of social media.             
Immersed in the language, they practised new skills when     
bartering at night markets. Students donated $600 to the    
Evacuation Fund for Mt Agung and $150 of food and supplies 
from their own spending money and donated $130 to BAWA 
(animal rescue). Council thanked Mevan, Susannah, Ms Lanyon 
for their report and the teachers who provided this extra      
curricular learning experience to students. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS UNWELL...  

 If your child is unwell at school they will be given a note from the teacher for permission to attend the Health 
Centre. 

 An assessment will be made by the College Nurse and a parent/guardian will be contacted if necessary. 

 The parent/guardian is required to collect the student from the Health Centre. 

 At times, students ring their parents if they are unwell. This causes confusion and misunderstanding. It is         
important to note that we are unable to “page” your child during class hours as this disrupts the learning of    
other students. Monitors can collect your child from the class if they are available. 

 If your child has an appointment, please write a note or contact the College. This will authorised by the Learning/ 
Assistant Team Leader. 

 The student will meet you at the office administration at the correct time to be signed out. 
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Shaylee Stringer, Year 8 recently represented Victoria in the U15 National 
Lacrosse tournament in Bayswater WA from the 1st—8th October. 
Shaylee’s Victorian Team FIRE finished first in Australia. Shaylee also won 
MVP during the tournament. 
 

They then competed against New Zealand Waikato and only went down by 
2 goals in an absolute nail bitter. This game was televised and a massive 
achievement to compet against an international team. 
 

Shaylee has also recently been selected in the U19 Australian Lacrosse 
squad. With    aspirations to compete with the final team in Canada at the 
World Championships in 2019. All the very best Shaylee! 

 
 

Zach Sier, Year 8 has been a member of Evolution 
Taekwondo for quite some time now and has repre-
sented his club in State and country a few times.   
 
On 7th October 2017 Zach competed at the Australia Taekwondo National Championships held 
in Bendigo and achieved a Bronze medal, achieving some personal goals as well. 
Well done , Zach! 

For 15 years the Victorian Education Excellence Awards have 
highlighted exemplary government school education and    
innovation in Victoria. The awards demonstrate what success 
in public education looks like and allow the community to   
really understand what our schools do every day to make a 
difference to children and their communities.  

Twenty-eight individuals and teams from government schools 
have been shortlisted for the Victorian Education Excellence 
Awards 2017. The College is privileged to be finalists for     
Outstanding Koorie Education and Outstanding Education 
Support Team (Wellbeing Team) again this year.   

These awards recognise our staff who each day improve 
young lives and give students the skills, courage and curiosity 
they need to be their best. The award presentation ceremony 
is tonight at the Plaza Ballroom in Melbourne where the     
winner will be announced. 

For more information about the Victorian Education Excel-

lence Awards and a full list of finalists visit 

www.education.vic.gov.au/veea 

Further updates about the awards will be published on the 

Department of Education and Training’s Twitter Feed 

@DETVic 

VICTORIAN EDUCATION  
EXCELLENCE FINALISTS  

CONGRATULATIONS TO SHAYLEE & ZACH  
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COMPILATION OF OUR ART & TECHNOLOGY WEEK  
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COMPILATION OF OUR ART & TECHNOLOGY WEEK  

Reminder...  
 
 
 
 
 

As a measure of courtesy, 
please ensure the reserved 

parking areas for people with 
disabilities is available for use. 
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BERWICK COLLEGE DANCE ACADEMY  

CONGRATULATIONS— ‘DARKSIDE OF THE WOODS’ DANCE 
PRODUCTION 
CONGRATULATIONS to all students involved with this production.  
You did an absolutely amazing job and we are very proud of you. You 
showed hard work, persistence and determination. 
Thank you to all the people that came to see the show and we hope you 
enjoyed seeing our talented dancers. 
Special thanks must go to our parents especially Karen Matheson,    
Amanda Mollard, Lisa Brooks, Michelle Williams, Lorraine Sebastian, Sha-
ron Batty, Nermina Dervishi, Jenni Westwood and Cheryl Cruse for all of 
your help in the  canteen, selling raffle tickets, baking, selling entertain-
ment books, organising dinner for all of the students. It was so lovely 
seeing our community coming together. 
Thank you to Andrew Tomlin for once again helping my vision of the set 
come to life! I appreciate your support and guidance.  
Jakob Searles, what a talented young man this year 8 student is. 
Thank you Jakob for all you hard work in ensuring this show ran 
smoothly. We appreciate all the extra time you put into the 
show. 
Thank you to Amy Pyke for all your hard work and organisation 
with the Year 7 and 8 Dance classes, it has been a pleasure to 
work with you this semester.  
Carla Diaz, thank you for making the capes for the show, they 
looked elegant and superb on stage. We appreciate all your 
time and efforts. 
Thank you to Filomena Henderson and Jim deVries for their 
work on the sets. 
Erin Silfo, thank you so much for all your organisational skills 
and your passion for all of the students.  
Thank you to all the teachers that came to watch, this means so 
much to the students. 
We look forward to creating more dance pieces in the future 
and extending our dancers to be the best they possibly can be. 
 

MEET AND GREET 
On Wednesday 11th October the BCDA held a ‘Meet and Greet’ 
for new students joining the BCDA for 2018. We look forward 
to having these students as part of the Dance Academy next 
year! 
 

2018 NEW YORK TRIP FUNDRAISER 
Support the BCDA students heading to New York in 2018 by purchasing a 2017/2018 Entertainment Book.  
 

The Books sell for $70 and give you over $20,000 of value with thousands of up to 50% off and 2-for-1 deals for the 
best restaurants, hotels, travel and activities. They can be purchased at 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9446e15 
 

We also have some Plant Pots left $10, please contact Ms Clish.  
 

Ms Julie Clish    Mrs Erin Silfo 
BCDA Acting Director  BCDA Director Assistant  

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/9446e15
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ATHLETICS CARNIVAL REPORT  

We held our College Athletics Carnival at the end of 
term 3, with a huge number of participants on the day. 
Hollows were the victorious Learning Team on the day, 
with the following students taking out the overall indi-
vidual age group championships. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Berwick College had a large number of athletes who recently 
progressed through the Division and Regional Track & Field 
Championships, with the following athletes going on to           
represent the school at the State Secondary Track & Field 

Championships at Lakeside Stadium on the 23rd 
October: 
J’Lee Code – Open Age 2000m Steeplechase, 
Open Age 3000m, 12-13yrs 1500m 
Ryan Walsh – 12-13yrs 90m Hurdles 
Drue Maher – 12-13yrs 800m 
Kaine Foster – 16yrs 200m, 16yrs 400m 
Hayley Woolfe & Brianna De La Saussaye Briet – 
12-15yrs 1500m Walk 
Bec Henderson – 16-20yrs 1500m Walk, 16yrs 
1500m 
 

Medal winners on the day were Bec Henderson 
with Gold in the walk, J’Lee Code with Silver in 
the steeple and Bronze in the 1500m, and Kaine       
Foster with Silver in the 400m. Great effort!  
 

Mr Pete McCall 
Sport Co-ordinator / Facilities Hire Manager  

2017 Athletics Carnival Champions 

12/13 Girls Grace Bickerton 

12/13 Boys Harrison Sala 

14 Girls Hayley Woolfe 

14 Boys Andrew Bull 

15 Girls Millicent Utber 

15 Boys Lachlan Chisholm 

16 Girls Tegan Langeveld 

16 Boys Zac Allardyce 

17 Girls Brooke Tetof 

17 Boys Liam Sorsby 

As we get to the pointy end of the year, the Library takes on a different  at-
mosphere.  There is lots of quiet study, group study, swapping notes, photo-
copying, printing assignments, last minute work due in and apprehension. 
The Library Ladies are here for all students.  
 

As Berwick College has such a versatile library space, we hosted the Art   
Exhibition.  We have very talented students and this is reflected  in their 
portfolios and finished works.  Classes have visited and been quite amazed 
at the wonderful displays.  Well done to all those students and teachers. 
'You are allowed to be both a masterpiece and a work in progress               
simultaneously’. The Library Ladies 

LIBRARY NEWS  
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IS MY TEENAGER “NORMAL”—PARENT FORUM  

ENGLISH AND LITERATURE ASSISTANCE: A reminder to all parents that English and Literature   

assistance is available after school on Mondays in E9. The sessions run from 3:15-4:15. Staff members will be        
available and students can complete homework, prepare for CATs/SACs, ask questions or work on specific skills.  
All students are welcome and do not have to sign up before attending.  
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HEADSTART PROGRAM 
Friday November 17th is the last day of the 2017 academic year. On Monday November 20th students will start the 
2018 academic year. This program is called the HEADSTART PROGRAM and details are outlined below.  
 

YEAR 12 (2018) HEADSTART PROGRAM - Monday 20 November to Friday 1 December 2017 
All current Year 11 students intending to continue their studies at Berwick College in 2018 will complete a two-
week Year 12 Headstart Program. 
 

Program in preparation for 2018 
Students will begin their 2018 studies during this time and will have the opportunity to use the holiday period to 
reflect, review and continue with this work.  
 
As some programs are run outside the College the following expectations apply: 

 Students doing a complete VCE course will be required to attend Monday to Friday. 
 Students doing VCAL will not be required to attend on Wednesday and Friday as these are the days their 

VET study and Work Experience is scheduled. 
 Students doing VET within a VCE course will not be required to attend on Wednesday, as the VET course 

does not commence until 2018. 
 Students undertaking a VET course that is scheduled within the timetable on a Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday are required to attend. 
 
YEAR 11 (2018) HEADSTART PROGRAM - Monday 20 November to Friday 8 December 2017 
All current Year 10 students intending to continue their studies at Berwick College in 2018 will complete a three-
week Year 11 Headstart Program 
 
Program in preparation for 2018 
Students will begin their 2018 studies during this time and will have the opportunity to use the holiday period to 
reflect, review and continue with this work.  
 
As some programs are run outside the College the following expectations apply: 

 Students doing a complete VCE course will be required to attend Monday to Friday. 
 Students doing VCAL will not be required to attend on Wednesday and Friday as these are the days their 

VET study and Work Experience is scheduled. 
 Students doing VET within a VCE course will not be required to attend on Wednesday, as the VET course 

does not commence until 2018. 
 Students undertaking a VET course that is scheduled within the timetable on a Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday are required to attend. 
 
YEAR 8, 9, 10 (2018) HEAD START PROGRAM - Monday 20 November to Friday 15 December 2017 
All current students in Years 7-9 are expected to attend school and begin their 2018 program during these four 
weeks. Students will do the next year’s work. 
 

Students will be in their Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 classes for 2018 and will have timetables that reflect the     
composition of classes for 2018. 
 

The College will try to keep staffing changes to a minimum but some will be inevitable due to staff leaving the  
College for employment elsewhere in 2018. 
 

The teacher will assess the work completed during Headstart which will contribute 10% to the student’s grade. 
Teachers will then file the work and the grades so that the work and the grades are readily available for use in 
2018. 

HEADSTART PROGRAM  
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STUDENT INFORMATION & EXEMPTIONS 
 Students must attend classes with workbooks or folder (paper) and pen/pencils. 
 Students will not be expected to have textbooks at this time. Teachers will provide resource material for 

students.  
 There will be NO opportunity for students to “catch up” on work missed in 2017 in preparation for the 2018 

year unless the student has been granted an exemption from the program. 
 

There needs to be a good reason provided before an exemption is granted. Parents may ask the appropriate 
Student Learning Leader to exempt a student from the program at the end of the year. Student Learning Leaders 
will compile a list of exempt students and will provide written confirmation to parents. 
Student Learning Leaders may grant exemptions for the following reasons: 

 new student to the College 
 other educational activity – eg: World Challenge Program, Great Victorian Bike Ride, Sporting competitions/

tours 
 serious medical issue – eg: student has a medical condition supported by a medical certificate to explain 

any on-going absence during this time. 
 urgent or serious family related issue – eg: death in family. 

 

All other requests for exemptions should be directed to the College Principal – Ms Bolch. 
Students granted an exemption may choose to do the work provided at home either in 2017 or 2018 whichever is 
appropriate. 
 
VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF APPLIED LEARNING (VCAL) & FLEXIBLE LEARNING PROGRAM (FLP) 
Students moving in to Year 10 – FLP, Year 11 VCAL or Year 12 VCAL in 2018 will be required to attend the      
Headstart program on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. Students will not be required to attend school on   
Wednesdays or Fridays, as these are the days they will be at VET or Work Placement in 2018. VET and Work  
Placement do not commence until 2018. 
 

Students enrolled in Year 9 FLP for 2018 will be required to attend the Headstart program on all days of the week. 
 

REDEMPTION PROGRAM 
Students who do not satisfy the College’s Promotion Policy in 2017 will not be directly promoted to the next year 
level. These students will have the opportunity to redeem their results by undertaking a Redemption Program 
during the Headstart Program. The program will provide students with the opportunity to prove they are capable 
of advancing to the next year level with the real potential for success. During this program students will be under 
direct supervision of the Principal class and will be required to work independently.  
 

For students who are not meeting the expectations of the program a place will be held for them in their current 
year level. Students who are clearly meeting the expectations during the Redemption Program may be promoted 
to the next year level. 
 

To satisfactorily complete the Redemption Program students will be required to: 
 Complete all set work to a satisfactory standard 
 Arrive on time for all classes 
 Follow all teacher instructions the first time they are given 

 
END OF THE SCHOOL YEAR (Monday 18 December to Friday 22 December) 
Friday December 15th is the last day of the Headstart program. From December 18th to 22nd, students will           
undertake work set by teachers however, no new work will be introduced and the work the students undertake 
will not be included in assessment.  During this week, teachers will be correcting Headstart work and finalising 
marks that are part of 2018 assessment. The Headstart work contributes 10% to the students’ overall 2018        
assessment. 

HEADSTART PROGRAM  
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We are already well into the final term of the year, and 

this term presents many opportunities for our students. 

Although there isn’t long left, a lot can be achieved in 

this time. Students have a chance to improve in all of 

their subjects. 

There are still many opportunities for our students to be 

involved in extra-curricular activities. It was a pleasure, 

for instance, to see so many of our Hollows students 

performing in the ‘Dark Side of the Woods’ dance      

production across 3 nights. It was also great to see 

some of our students involved in Arts Week, particularly 

Kat Tomic (HO7) and Ceili Swords (HO1) who led a 

team of Hollows students in a pavement art                

competition (image below).  

Many of our students are also excelling outside of 

school. Harrison Sala (HO4) continued to dominate the 

BMX track and Declan Davis (HO6) has been gracing the 

field at Etihad Stadium because he has been chosen as 

an official ball boy for the Melbourne Victory.  

Thanks to Matthew Spencer (HO2) who brought his 

drone to school to take some stunning photos/videos to 

celebrate the College’s 40 year anniversary. All staff and 

students at the College worked together to form the 

number 40 on the basketball courts and Matthew did an 

excellent job capturing the moment.  

To celebrate the school’s 40 year anniversary, our      

Hollows 7.5 class were involved in a writing competition 

based on the school’s motto ‘crescam’ (I shall grow).  

 

The two winning entries are below: 

Lola Sargasso (HO1): 

I shall grow...  

Higher and brighter, better and bigger  

Learning more each step down my road  

A long, long path that leads me where I'm going  

I shall grow...  

Rising, I will reach dizzying heights  

A slight bump now and then, but what of it?  

Upwards will I roam  

I shall grow...  

This school is but a stopping point in this life of mine  

A place that encourages, helps and leads me  

And, most importantly, lets me grow... 
 

Zahra Ebaad (HO1): 

We are inside the seed  

All bundled up tight, 

As a plant grows  

Needing water and light; 

The teachers who help us  

Along the way 

Keep us in line 

And don't let us stray; 

To help, build, learn and grow 

When we're old, we’ll think of long ago, 

Of when we were children and how we grew 

And all the things we fought through; 

To friends who helped us and knew what to say 

And how this affected us until this day 

Yes, they all say we shall grow 

And I will, oh the places I'll go. 

Ms Deana Mihalos & Mr Matthew Oke 

HOLLOWS NEWS  
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Welcome back to Term 4! We are very excited that the weather is starting to fine up 
and bring more smiles to everybody’s faces. As a Learning Team we are looking for-
ward to what this term will bring!  
 

A closer look at our amazing Frost students: 
 

Emily Spano: 
Emily represented Berwick College in yet another Interschool Equestrian Competition on Sunday the 8th of October. 
We are so proud of Emily and are amazed by her continuous dedication and astounding riding skills. Emily and her 
horse Wartrak won Champion Rider and Champion Ridden Hack as well as receiving 3 Reserve Champions. This is an 
outstanding effort and all of her hard work has definitely paid off. Well done Emily and Wartrak!  
 

Terence Katene:  
Terence was fortunate enough to be able to attend a prestigious Basketball Tournament called Las Vegas Last Call 
that ran from the 30th of August to the 2nd of August in Nevada, Las Vegas. His team was Little Crete Spartans and 
we are proud to announce that they won 1 game and lost 2 but made it to the quarterfinals. Terence said that it 
was an amazing experience and that his team displayed great sportsmanship. It would have been an awesome    
opportunity to compare American and Australian basketball styles. Well done Terence and his team! 
 

Kaitlyn Bourke: 
Congratulations to Kaitlyn and her Basketball team who won Premiers for the Saturday Winter 2017 Under 14 Girls 
B Grade section at Casey Basketball Association during the Term 3 holidays. Kaitlyn has trained hard during the year 
and we are all very proud of her! Well done Kaitlyn!  
 

Cody Norman-Hade: 
Congratulations to Cody who achieved a Merit in the National Computer Science School Challenge (Beginners) 
2017. This challenge was over 5 weeks from the 31st of July to the 3rd of September. Each week a set of notes was 
released so that students could complete that week’s programming challenges. Students had to use coding in     
Python 3.6 to draw pictures, make instructions and do mathematical questions. The questions ranged from           
relatively simple to mind numbingly hard! Cody enjoys programming as a hobby and thought this experience was 
very worthwhile. Well done Cody!  
 

Mr Scott Antony and Ms Irena Arney 
Student Learning Leader and Assistant Student Learning Leader 

FROST FALCONS  

Happy 40th Berwick College! Last week we celebrated the 40-year Anniversary of our College, 
all 1600 students were required to stand in the 4 and 0 and one of our students used their 
drone to take an aerial photo, in memory of our College and its achievements. 
 

We would like to welcome you all back for another fantastic term, looking forward to what it 
brings. We have quite a few things to look forward to including Monash day, which will be 
running in week 6 of this term. We are starting to organise activities during home group and 
lunchtime as well as the fundraising charity that our donations will go towards. 
 

We had some fantastic ‘pavement art’ entries submitted from our creative Monash students for Arts week. In the 
next couple of weeks we will be sitting down with our students who would like to run for Monash Captains for next 
year. There will be nomination speeches and voting occurring to determine our Learning Team captains for 2018.  
 

A reminder to parents that we are currently organising class placements for next year. If you are not intending on 
returning to the College or wish to discuss further pathways in more detail please contact Ms Erin McCarthy or Ms 
Stella Dikeos as soon as possible.  
 

As the end of term nears with head start (Monday 20th November, timetabled classes commence) close in sight, we 
wish all of our students good luck with their upcoming exams particularly our year 12’s and year 11 students who 
are enrolled in a year 12 subject and sitting their final exams in the coming month. We wish them the best of luck in 
the lead up. Ms Erin McCarthy and Ms Stella Dikeos 

MIGHTY MONASH  
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RESPECT, PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT, RESILIENCE, PERSEVERANCE & INTEGRITY  
These are the 5 core values of Berwick College. Our Year 7.1 Chisholm Chargers were given 
time to unpack our values and explain what these values meant to them. Following this ac-
tivity, our Chargers were given the opportunity to create our very own Chisholm Charger Values. There were 
some excellent ideas; however there can be only one winner. Our Chisholm Charger Values for 2017 are: 
 

Gratitude, Generosity, Courage and Unity 
A big thank you to our Year 7s for brainstorming and sharing their ideas. It was a fantastic activity and one that 
got the whole group involved. The winning group was Lauryn Breeden, Holly Moulday and  
Charlize Shead. 
ARTS COMPETITION 2017 
Berwick College has some amazing talent. This term we recog-
nised our students who possess an ability to express themselves 
through their art work. The annual Art Exhibition is a fantastic 
event and we want to thank all of our Chisholm students who 
got involved this year. In particular, we would like to 
acknowledge Chloe Kilpatrick, Lauryn Breeden, Holly Moulday 
and Charlize Shead for their Chalk Drawing; one of the fine  
competitions that was conducted during the Art Exhibition (see 
below). The girls achieved 4 place overall for their drawing! Well 
done! The Chisholm Charger team would also like to commend 
the Art Department for organising  this great event!  

 

During Home Group, students were asked to draw the number 40 on post-it 
notes. This is to celebrate Berwick College’s 40th Year Birthday. It was a fantastic 
activity, with all of our students getting involved. The Chisholm Leaders were   
particularly impressed with Aimee Hyde (CH5) and her post-it note.  There was 
also a photo competition; whereby students had to take digital photos that      
represented the theme of “Celebration.” Chisholm’s photo was the winning    en-
trant and  was placed 2nd; behind Kenny. Well done to those who participated in 
the event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CFA FREE DRESS DAY 
 On Thursday, October 19, the VET Community Services class held a fundraiser to help the Local Fire Brigade in purchasing 
new equipment and protective gear. Berwick College students were able to contribute to the cause by donating gold coins on 
the today. This cause is particularly important for 2 of our Chisholm Charger students; Lachlan Wilbourne and Millie Polan. 
The Chisholm Charger team recognises their efforts to the community. 
 

DARK SIDE OF THE WOODS 
The Year 7, 8 and 9 Dance Academy students from Berwick College have been working tirelessly to choreograph, teach and 
rehearse “Dark Side of the Woods.” In week two of term four; they presented an outstanding show. The Chisholm Leadership 
team would like to commend and acknowledge all our Chisholm Charger students who participated in the concert. Special 
shout out to Mrs Julie Clish, Mrs Erin Silfo and Ms Amy Pyke for their hard-work and efforts too! 
 

Mr Chris Sacco and Ms Miranda Snowball – Chisholm Student Learning Leaders 

 CHISHOLM  CHARGERS  
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We are now well into term 4 and at the time of writing there are only 4 weeks left of the 2017 

timetable. After that we will begin the 2018 timetable. Students should be making efforts to 

ensure they are up to date with their work and seeking their teacher’s assistance if they need it. 

If parents have any concerns about their children passing their subjects they should contact the 

class teacher or ourselves. We will also take this opportunity to remind families that full school uniform must be 

worn to school until the school year finishes in late December. If your son/daughter has a genuine reason to be    

temporarily out of uniform, they should bring a signed note from home to avoid possible consequences for being 

out of uniform. 

This week the school has had a number of celebrations to mark its 40th year. One of these was a pavement chalk 

drawing competition. Each learning team has representatives to create an artwork with chalk on the concreate out-

side D block. Congratulations to our Flynn students Kaitlyn Stevens and Madison Francisco who created an awesome 

‘Flynn Phoenix’ and ended up winning the competition. 

Congratulations to Sheridan Venables of Flynn 6 who last month received the very 

prestigious award of the Australian Scout Medallion through her scouting and 

community contributions. Only a small percentage reach this level. These are the 

top achievers among Scouting’s 47 million members globally. 

Also, congratulations to Kaine Foster of Flynn 7 who will be off to Adelaide in     

December for a chance at a medal at the National Schools Athletic Championships. 

We wish him well. 

On Thursday 19th October Flynn had a Learning Team Assembly and as usual we 

partook in a ‘Minute to Win It’ competition. Students were required to maneuver 

an Oreo cookie from their forehead to their mouth, only using facial muscles and 

body twists. After several attempts it was Rex Lazaros of Flynn 5 was the first    

student to complete this. It was lots of fun to watch. 

Mrs Michelle Lewis and Mr Adam Nettleingham  

FLYNN LEARNING TEAM  

WELL DONE KENNY GIRLS—ARTISTS IN THE MAKING  

Arts Week was a great success and particularly for two Kenny Girls. Rudy Coupar and Laura McGann did a stunning 

job in the chalk pavement competition gaining second place. The fishpond was colourful and the girls managed to 

give a feeling of great depth in their creation. 

We are very proud of your efforts girls and look forward to 

other artworks around the College in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the talented students we have at the College in all areas of study in this year’s Crescam Yearbook. This is 

a special 40 year celebration edition and will be available later in the year. 

Ms Jenny Hart 

Kenny Student Learning Leader 
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O’DONOGHUE DRAGONS  

As we head towards the end of the year it is great to see many of our students putting their heads down and    
focusing on their studies. With the weather getting warmer we hope students continue to do the right thing and 
wear the right uniform.  
 

We couldn’t be prouder of some of the individual achievements our students have strived for recently. 
 

 Lacey Ewenson(OD7) has recently been made Assistant Patrol 
Leader for her Scouts group. 

 Dylan Clutterbuck (OD1) travelled overseas to Wellington, NZ to 
compete in the Floorball Open. 

 Abitharany Chandran (OD6) received first place (gold medal) in the 
Advanced Senior Speech –Tamil Competition where she spoke in 
front of a gathering of important community representatives.  

 

It was also great to see our students as a whole involved in the recent Arts 
Week activities. As you can see from the photos lots of fun was had! Our 
body art in creating ‘40’ to celebrate Berwick College’s 40th anniversary 
and chalk drawings displayed the talents of our students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We also met with our Year 10s to discuss the expectations of VCE as we begin 2018 classes in just four short 
weeks! We were extremely happy with the number of students who showed an interest in being an O’Donoghue 
Learning Team Leader for 2018 and will begin this process of selection in the coming weeks. 
 

Mr Jesse Nugent and  Ms Rebecca Abernethy—O’Donoghue Learning Team Leaders 

The annual year 10 Law and Order excursion to the Dandenong           
Magistrates Court was a great experience for both the students and the 
teachers. 
 

The students were able to understand and experience how the court sys-
tem operated in real life. 
  

The positives for me as a teacher was that the students were engaged 
throughout the court cases and the fact that one of the Magistrate’s took 
time out of her busy schedule to speak to the students about the court 
processes and commend them on their behaviour. 
 

Here are some comments from a few students throughout the excursion: 
 

“The court excursion gave me a real insight into how the court system works and 
how     different rules and laws are enforced”  

“The court excursion really opened my eyes into how hard our government works in 
making and enforcing our laws” 

 

I would like to thank: Law and Order 10.2 and Law and Order 10.4 for their respect and positive behaviour, Mr Chris 
Sacco for attending the excursions and Mrs Erin Silfo for helping organise the excursion. 
 

Mr Mark Mitchell 

YEAR 10 LAW AND ORDER EXCURSION  
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Fantastic Start to the Term!  
Term 4 has been flying by and it has been a pleasing start for our Diggers. It will 
not be long before Headstart begins and we encourage our students to finish 
off the year in a really positive manner. Continue to work hard and endeavour 
to do your best as there is still plenty to gain over the remainder of the year.  
BCDA – Dark Side of the Woods 
Congratulations to all of our Year 7 Dunlop Dance Academy students who     
performed in the BCDA show ‘Dark Side of the Woods’ last week.  We are so 
proud of our students who choreographed and produced the show by        
themselves – the dancing was of such a high quality and they should be proud of themselves. 
Congratulations to DU3 HG Teacher Ms Julie Clish who has worked tirelessly over the past month or two to give 
our dancers such and amazing opportunity.  
Medical Symposium  
On Wednesday the 25th October Ms Manning, Mr Watson and five members of the Dunlop Student Leadership 
Team (Mae Ovenden-Lloyd, Elvin Cehic, Carly Montgomery, Chandler Taylor and Imanya Kodituwakku) were     
honourable guests at the annual Sir Weary Dunlop Medical Symposium Conference at the Austin Hospital. The 
purpose of this event was to showcase the improvements and efforts being made in Medical Research to fellow 
doctors, surgeons, war veterans and medical researchers in Melbourne and around Australia. It was a privilege to 
be invited to such a prestigious even, with our Year 8 students finding the presentations particularly insightful as 
the topics and research discussed further connected to their learning in their Science class. 
Following the presentation students were treated to a lunch hosted by the Sir Edward Weary Dunlop Medical   
Research Foundation. Overall students really enjoyed the day and found the presentations to be very insightful. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chess Success 
Congratulations to Imanya Kodituwakku (pictured right) who recently            

competed in the middle years and open secondary in State finals for chess. She 

ended up winning the tournament, a simply outstanding effort.  

Well done Imanya! 

Ms Ashleigh Manning      
Dunlop Student Learning Leader      
manning.ashleigh.j@edumail.vic.gov.au   
 
Mr Gavin Watson 
Dunlop Assistant Student Learning Leader 
 watson.gavin.g@edumail.vic.gov.au 

DUNLOP DIGGERS  

mailto:manning.ashleigh.j@edumail.vic.gov.au
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BOOKLIST INFORMATION  
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BOOKLIST INFORMATION  
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CAREERS 

STRUCTURED WORKPLACE LEARNING (SWL) – FLEXIBLE LEARNING (FLP) AND VCAL STUDENTS - 2018 
During the Headstart period for the 2018 FLP and VCAL program in November, all Flexible Learning and VCAL classes 
will receive a visit from Ms. Narelle Mills (SWL/Work Experience Administrator) regarding the process and              
requirements for Structured Workplace Learning in 2018.  Narelle will be handing out the mandatory SWL              
paperwork to all students at this time.  Thereafter, it is recommended that students begin trying to secure an SWL 
placement as soon as possible and returning the paperwork to Narelle prior to the end of the year or early into 
2018.  Any queries, please contact Narelle on 8768 1059. 
 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS APPLYING FOR UNIVERSITY OR TAFE COURSES FOR 2018 
All Year 12 students should now be finalising their preferences if applying to Degree or Diploma courses via VTAC 
(Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre).  Preferences must be done finalised by the 3/11/17 at 4.00 p.m. 
 

Students have been advised to include at least one or two pathway courses within their preferences, i.e., a Diploma 
course that offers a pathway into a Degree. Please visit the VTAC link below for further information. 
http://www.vtac.edu.au/dates.html 
 

Students wanting to apply to Chisholm should have made direct applications via the Chisholm website by now, how-
ever, it is still possible to apply to Chisholm courses at this stage, but this must be done so as soon as possible. 

In addition, some students are seeking an Apprenticeship or full-time employment.  Those students have registered 
their interest with MEGT, including uploading their Resume to this website and other Australian Apprenticeship 
Group provider and employment websites.  Any student who requires additional assistance or support with the 
above should contact the Careers office on 87681060. 
 

VET PAYMENTS FOR 2018 COURSES (AT BERWICK COLLEGE OR OFF CAMPUS) 
Please be advised that the second VET payment deposit is due by the 16/11/17.  These payments must be made to 
the finance office in order to secure your child’s place in their VET course for 2018 (at Berwick College or off         
campus). Any queries, please contact Ms. Amanda Wallace on 87681073.  
 

TAX FILE NUMBER 
Are you looking for part-time work after school or on weekends?  If so, you will need to provide the employer with a 
tax file number.  Students can apply for a TFN online and have their identity verified through an interview at          
participating Australia Post offices. More information on applying online can be found at www.ato.gov.au 
or you can phone 1300 130 282 between 8:00am and 5:00pm, Monday to Friday. 
 

VET IN SCHOOLS COURSES FOR 2018 
If your son/daughter selected a VET course for 2018 as part of their school program/timetable, please ensure they 
have completed a VET application form and it has been received by Amanda Wallace in the Careers office. One third 
of the fees of the total amount due is payable at the front office to secure your child’s placement.  
Any queries, please contact Amanda on 8768 1073. 

YEAR 11 EXAMS 

 Year 11 VCE students are not required to attend classes during the exam period 
 Year 11 VCAL classes will run as normal during the exam week. (No VCAL exams)  
 VCAL students who have a cancelled VCE class are to work in the Senior School 
 VET classes in the timetable  
 Building and Construction, Community Services , Outdoor Recreation, Engineering  
 VET classes on Wednesday November 15th—Classes will run as normal (VCE students are not required to attend, 

but can where possible) 
 Year 11 students in a Year 12 class can attend classes whenever possible 
 Year 10 students undertaking a Year 11 subject: Students are required to sit their year 11 exam and will be ex-

empt from their year 10 class(es) during the exam time. Students are to show their year 10 class teacher their 
exam timetable. 

 Year 11 classes (Biology, Small Business, VET Dance) with five or more Year 10 students will run during the 
Year 11 exam week 

 Year 11 classes with 4 or less year 10 students will not run and Year 10 students are to work in the Senior School   

http://www.vtac.edu.au/dates.html
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VET (VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING) 
Please be advised of the following end dates for the VET courses in 2017: 
 

 
If you have any queries to the above, please contact the Careers/VET office on 8768 1073. 

Course Campus Finish date 

Early Childhood Education Chisholm 1st November 

Health Chisholm 13th September 

Electrotechnology 
Applied Fashion 
Automotive 
Building and Construction (Wed classes) 

Berwick College 
(Blocked Courses held on 
Wednesdays) 

1st November (Yr. 12) 
8th November (Yr. 10 & 11) 

Engineering 
Small Business 
Outdoor Recreation 
Community Services 
Building and Construction (timetabled classes) 

Berwick College 
(Timetabled Courses held on a 
Mon, Tues and Thursday) 

24th October (Yr. 12) 
9th November (Yr. 11) 
16th November (Yr. 10) 

Information Digital media Narre Community Learning Cen-
tre 

10th November 

Early Childhood Education 
Salon Assistant 

Narre Community Learning Cen-
tre 

8th November 

Animal Studies Federation Training 25th October 

Equine Studies Hillcrest – Ayr Hill 20th September 

Salon Assistant 
Screen and Media 
Health 

Hallam Senior College 
  

20th October (2nd year) 
10th November (1st year) 

Kitchen Operations Kambrya College 25th October 

Music Narre Warren South P-12 1st November 

Electrotechnology St Peters College 10th November 

CAREERS CONTINUED... 

COMMUNITY NEWS  



 

 

         Berwick College Newsletter — Issue 10 2017                                                                                                                                    Celebrating 40 Years of Growth    22 

SPONSORS OF OUR CHAPLAINCY DRIVE-IN NIGHT  
PLEASE SUPPORT THEM—Chaplaincy Information: http://bit.ly/1NwID2S  

BERWICK COLLEGE UNIFORM 
Noone Imagewear 

Shop 4, Beaconsfield Hub 
52-62 Old Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield 

Ph: 9769 9093 

http://bit.ly/1NwID2S

