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NEWSLETTER ISSUE 5                  Friday 26th May 2016  

OFFICE HOURS—2016 
 

FINANCE OFFICE:        Monday  to Friday:  8:30am–4:00pm 
 

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE:     Monday to Thursday :     8:15am–4:30pm 
     Friday :    8:15am–4:00pm 

BERWICK COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 

Berwick College notifies parents by email when newsletters are published. Newsletters are published three times 
per term. Newsletters  can be accessed on the Berwick College website. Please keep up-to-date with all College 
news by reading the Bulletin and following up with the appropriate Home Group Teacher if you have any concerns.  

Manuka Road, Berwick 3806 
Telephone:  8768 1000 
Facsimile:    9707 2533 
Email:  berwick.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Web:   www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au 

DATE 2016 KEY EVENTS 

Friday 27th May Year 10 English and Maths Exams 

Saturday 28th May 2017 Basketball Academy Try Out 

Monday 30th May Year 11 Exams Commence 

Wednesday 1st June School Tour—9:30am  

Friday 3rd June Dance Academy 2017 Applications are due 

Friday 3rd June Year 12 Exams Commence 

Saturday 4th June 2017 Basketball Academy Try Out 

Sunday 5th June Berwick College Choreographic Competition 

Thursday 9th June DUNLOP DAY—Students can wear one item of yellow clothing 

Thursday 9th June Year 12 Formal—6:30pm—Casey Cardinia Cultural Centre 

Friday 10th June Report Writing Day—Student Free Day 

Tuesday 14th June Semester 2 Begins 

Thursday 23rd June Frost Day—Students can wear one item of non uniform blue clothing 

Friday 24th June Final Day Term 2 

Monday 11th July First Day Term 3 

Tuesday 19th July Dance Academy Auditions—Year 7 2017 4:00 to 5:30pm, Year 8—10 5:45 to 7:30pm 

Monday 25th July  Year 10/11 Careers Expo 

Tuesday 2nd August Year 9 to 10 2017—Course Counselling—Library 

Wednesday 3rd August Staff Professional Development Day—Student Free Day 

Thursday 4th August Year 10 to 11 2017—Course Counselling—Library 

Friday 16th  September Final Day—Term 3 

Monday 3rd October First Day—Term 4 

Tuesday 20th December Final Day—Term 4 

mailto:berwick.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.berwicksc.vic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT 

Since I came back to Berwick College in 2010, I have had a dream to have a well-resourced 

sickbay and wellbeing centre. Given the losses we have experienced over the last few years 

and the mental health issues of some members of our community, my dream has expanded.  

I envision a Health and Wellbeing Centre that will serve our students through the day, and our community out of hours 

with specialist partnerships across the broader South Eastern region, located at our College.  

The centre will have both an education and wellbeing focus on areas such as: espectful relationships, at risk 

behaviours, life skills, suicide prevention training, community safety and awareness forums and proactive and 

preventative sessions on drugs and alcohol use.  

Our amazing Wellbeing Team, Chaplain and College Nurse would be located in this purpose built space. Connection to 

specialist partnerships for our students, staff, past students, families will enable education and support for years to 

come. Our College has been overwhelmed by the support of our local politicians to ensure our young people, both 

current students and past students, have continued wellbeing support in our local community.  

Partnerships with members of the community will also be explored with those organisations who already work closely 

with our College staff such as Headspace, The Rotary Club of Berwick, Bendigo Bank Beaconsfield and  the City of 

Casey.  

We are deeply grateful for the time The Hon Senator Penny Wong and Latrobe candidate Simon Curtis, spent with our 

students on Friday 20th May (Berwick Gazette) and the commitment of $1m to ensure younger generations are taught 

important values. This will help address the four major health and community issues in the Casey area and our thanks 

also to Brad Battin MP who  has supported and promoted the need for this type of facility since my dream became 

known. This is such an important facility and I am relieved, humbled and ecstatic that we have the support that will 

make my dream a reality. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had Reggie Dabbs at school yesterday and I am sure you will have heard from your children that he is  very 

entertaining and talented. Although there was some publicity expressing concern about religious content, Reggie’s 

presentation to schools is motivational and caring, reinforcing the importance of every child, and encouraging 

resilience by looking to the future. There was no religious content in this presentation, although it was our Chaplain 

Frank, who organised the session. Federal Member for Latrobe, Jason Wood, visited to view the work of Chaplaincy 

and we spoke to him about the Wellbeing Centre too. Ashlee Hyde gave the Acknowledgement of Country and  

Georgia Brooke sang the National Anthem beautifully at the assembly. I am very proud of our students and our school. 

What we do here at Berwick is always with the best interests of our wonderful students in mind. 
 

Term 2 continues to provide opportunities for our students to grow and learn. Students have participated in Cross 

Country and attended excursions to the Dandenong Magistrates Court, Holocaust Museum, Phillip Island, Basketball, 

Netball, Soccer, Football and Netball competitions.  The Chisholm Day raised over $420 for the Peter Mac Cancer 

Foundation and we were privileged to host the Royal Australian Navy Band who presented to Years 7 to 11 students 

and provided intensive workshops for our music students.      Continued Page 3... 

..."a dream of a health and wellbeing Centre to serve our students ” 

http://berwick.starcommunity.com.au/gazette/2016-05-20/wong-announces-college-promise/
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Last week, the Library hosted Year 7 NAPLAN.  The Library was closed for the 
week and individual tables were set up for the  students.  There was a huge sigh 
of relief when Thursday lunch came and NAPLAN was finished. 
As the weather starts to chill, the Library is the place to come to at 
lunchtime.   All are welcome to come in from the cold to meet up with friends, 
study or play games. We have board-games, including ever popular chess and 
card games. 
Hope to see you soon—The Library Ladies 

LIBRARY NEWS  

35 YEARS OF SERVICE  

Ms Kerri Bolch, Mr Mark Woodbridge, Mr Neville Perry and past staff member Mr Peter Buff were presented with a 
certificate in recognition of 35 years of service to Victorian education by Mr Stephen Gniel, Regional Director, 
South—Eastern Victoria Region on 18th May. Approximately 50 recipients and their families attended and the 
evening provided an opportunity for the recipients to share their experiences and challenges, as well as the     
changes in education over their 35 years. On behalf of the Depart-
ment of Education and Training, Mr Gniel expressed his appreciation 
for their many years of   dedicated service to students and schools.  
  

The Berwick College Council also had the pleasure of thanking        
Ms Bolch, Mr Woodbridge and Mr Perry for their  continued          
contribution to Victorian education and today’s youth.  
 

We are grateful for the professional, educational leadership and 
teaching staff who make a significant difference in the lives of the 
students every day. 

PRINCIPAL REPORT CONTINUED... 

We look forward to hearing results of our Basketball Academy students from the Victorian College Championship 

Tournaments. This week, former Harlem Globetrotter and youth motivational speaker, Seth Franco visited Berwick 

College to address our Year 7 to 9 Basketball Academy students and to present Captains with their badges.  

The Dance Academy Semester 1 assessment evening was a great success. Over 160 parents attended to support 

our very talented students. The students showcased their group pieces as well as their own choreography. We look 

forward to hearing the results of the State Finals and the Choreographic Dance Competition on Sunday 5th June. 

The Dance Academy students also shared the stage with the VCE Dance students who performed outstanding   

technical solos and group performances on Tuesday evening this week. 

Our two Year 11 Presentation Balls were wonderful nights, the fruition of 22 practise nights and hard work by    

students and staff. It was lovely to see our young people performing so beautifully and if they all reach their ambi-

tions, what sensational futures they will have. 

Our staff, through focusing on improving student outcomes and planning to meet the targets in our Annual          

Implementation Plan, have embraced the new ideas and key strategies presented on the Professional Development 

Day Tuesday 26th April.  We continue to analyse data in PLTs and approximately 500 students in Years 7 and 9 un-

dertook NAPLAN testing which will form one of our data sources to measure the progress of our students. Over the 

next few weeks our Year 10 to 12 students will be undertaking their exams and in just four weeks we will begin   

Semester 2.—Ms Kerri Bolch—Principal 
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PE/HEALTH DOMAIN  

SPORT 
Results have been tallied for individual students from our College Athletics Carnival and we have our age group 
champions for 2016. Congratulations to the following students: 

 
Pete McCall – Sports Coordinator 

BASEBALL SUCCESS! Aidan Willis- Year 10 Chisholm 4 
 

Last week Aidan was part of the Southern Mariners Senior League      
Baseball team that won the inaugural Senior League National Baseball 
Championship. The tournament was held in Lismore NSW over 5 days and 
they won the Championship game against Hills from NSW 6-1.  
 

They were undefeated throughout the tournament and now go on to  
represent Australia at the Asia Pacific Senior League Tournament to be 
held in the Philippines in July. The winner of this tournament will         
progress to the Senior League Baseball World Series to be held in the USA 
in August. While Aidan was among the tournament leaders in QABs 
(quality at bats) and SBs (stolen bases) the strength of the team came 
from all members contributing when it counted.  
 

Congratulations Aidan, we wish you the best of luck for the next tournament! 

12/13 Boys FR Aaron Davidson 

12/13 Girls MO Mikayla Cipriani 

14 Boys HO Carson Bourke 

14 Girls FL Phoebe Wallen 

15 Boys FL Tyler Hempel 

15 Girls OD Shanara Notman 

16+ Boys MO Kusal Hendodage 

16+ Girls FL Tasmyn Pentland 

He’s spoken to over 1,000,000 kids...Born to an unwed teenager,    
Reggie Dabbs considers himself fortunate to be alive. His mother was 
considering abortion as a way to ‘solve her problem’ but ended up  
giving Reggie up for adoption to one of her  former school teachers.  
 

It was as Reggie grew up in the Dabbs family that they instilled in him 
strong moral values, for which he is genuinely grateful. They also     
ingrained in him the fact that in every situation he faced, he had a 
choice. What he did with those choices was entirely up to him. 
  

Six years ago I organised to have Reggie Dabbs speak to our students 
and staff at a whole school assembly. This week one of our social 
workers, Sylvia Groza organised to have Reggie at another whole 
school assembly. We had the same result….. 1500+ kids in one space 
and you could have heard a pin drop! 
One of the points that Reggie emphasised to our students was the fact 
that “You can never change your past, but you can change your       
future!” There was a visible impact on our students as Reggie shared 
his firm conviction that everybody is created with destiny and          
purpose, their life is their story and love is a key. 
Frank Jetmar—Chaplain to Berwick College  

REGGIE DABS—YOU CAN CHANGE YOUR FUTURE  
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PRESENTATION BALLS—TRADITION & GLAMOUR  

On Wednesday 18th May and Thursday 19th May, 66 cou-
ples shared a wonderful experience participating in the 
2016 presentation balls.  
 

The parents, friends and teachers were treated to a won-
derful display of dancing by our year 11 students.         
We were particularly proud of the maturity and skill the 
students showed on both evenings.  
 

We hope these nights were a fantastic occasion for all 
students involved and it’s something that they will            
remember forever.  
 

Kylie Duncan and Stella Dikeos 

 

The Metro Trains Community Education Unit is committed to promoting safe travel on Metro Trains and station 
platforms. 
  
 While waiting for trains on station platforms, students should remain well behind the yellow line to create a 

safe distance between themselves and incoming trains. Students should also be aware of the location of their 
backpacks, as these may become caught on train mirrors and doors if they are over the yellow line. By stand-
ing well behind the yellow line, students also assist with providing a safe area for other Metro passengers to 
walk. 

 
 Students are also encouraged to spread out along the platform to reduce congestion around the platform 

entrance and fare payment devices (Myki touch on machines). Again, this assists with providing a safe       
passage for all of our Metro Trains customers wishing to access and exit the platform. 

SAFETY ON TRAINS—REMINDER  
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BERWICK COLLEGE DANCE ACADEMY  

Our BCDA students have had an extremely busy fortnight with their Semester One 
Assessment Night, DanceStar National Competition and Victorian State School 
Spectacular full day rehearsal. Year 8 BCDA student Shaylah Westwood also       
performed in Stage Masters “The Wiz” at the Alex Theatre in St Kilda. Well done 
Shaylah!  
We had a very successful competition at DanceStar with all five of our troupes     
making it through to the State final on June 19. One step closer to the National 
final in Queensland! Our students in the Victorian State School Spectacular    
attended another full day rehearsal in Mont Albert learning choreography from the 
very talented Deon Nuku. Only two more rehearsals before they take the stage at 
Hisense Arena in September. Friend and choreographer of the BCDA Casey Chellew 
(and ex-student!) and her amazing contemporary company Indefinite Dance    
Company are performing another show in June with the BCDA’s very own Kate  
Porter! A must see for any contemporary dance enthusiast!     
 

Competition results: 

 
Applications are now being taken for our 2017 Year 7-10 classes. Please contact me for further details or refer to 
the College website.  
Melissa Quenette 
Director of Dance 

Year 7 Contemporary Ghost of Sky 3rd place 71 points 

Year 7 Jazz On Broadway 3rd place 69.2 points 

Year 8 Contemporary The Moment I Said It 2nd place 71.4 points 

Year 8 Jazz Dear Future Husband Equal 2nd place 69.9 points 

Year 9 Jazz Matrix 2nd place 72.2 points 
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YEAR 11 HOLOCAUST MUSEUM EXCURSION  

The Jewish Holocaust Centre, based in Elsternwick, is a   
memorial for the many lives lost during The Holocaust. The 
year 11 History students were fortunate enough to attend 
the museum on the 13th of May 2016. We were able to 
speak to a survivor of the Holocaust in regards to our     
studies of 20th Century History. 
 

We listened to the story of Irma during her time in the war 
and her experiences of the Holocaust. Irma’s display of 
emotions whilst recounting her past was chilling and eye 
opening. Her account of the atrocities committed during 
the period of time educated us far more deeply than any 
textbook ever could. 
 

Just a child, Irma started to experience Jewish oppression 
forced upon society by the Nuremburg Laws; a set of laws that 
stripped Jewish people of all rights, property and basic human life. 
It instilled in her a sense of anger toward people who were       
prejudiced against “Non-Aryans” and people who did not fit the 
superior race.  
 

People take small things for granted, their possessions, family etc. 
but in Irma’s case, these things were luxuries that were taken from 
her. Two days after the war had started, whilst  Jewish prejudice 
was prominent in Germany, Irma’s parents were nowhere to be 
seen. She was left alone for days, later to find that they had arrest-
ed her mother and taken her to a camp for “degenerates”. She 
never found out what had happened to her father, she still       
questions if he ever suffered, or if his death was quick and         
painless. It is what keeps her up at night to this day. 
 

The Jewish Holocaust Centre was an important experience, for our 
generation will be the last to ever hear oral histories about The 
Holocaust from a survivor. It is very important that we educate future      
generations and never forget such a dark period in 20th Century History.  It is    
important to speak out about injustice and prejudice that you may come 
across, we are all one race; the human race. 
 
Written by Nina Watson and Natalia Pieczonka  
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CURRICULUM DAY REPORT  

The extended ANZAC Day weekend provided an opportunity for students to catch their breath after a frenetic 
start to Term 2 and an opportunity for teachers to participate in a day of professional development.  
 

The foci of the day were on student learning, our values and Growth Mindset. Teachers began with a ‘fireside 
chat’ about the experiences they had in ‘excellence in learning’.  
 
Mr Adam Nettleingham’s account of excellence in learning was 
particularly moving and illustrated the importance of connecting 
students to their learning.  Several other staff shared their stories. 
Their accounts focused on moments where students had been 
able to make connections and experience success.  
 

The stories became an opportunity for staff to explore one of   
Berwick College’s key values; Excellence in Learning. Teachers 
filled out a personal petal outlining what teachers do and students 
do to create excellence in learning. They then shared these       
answers and complied them onto super-sized petals which were 
displayed around the room. The ideas from our staff will be used 
to further refine and focus our teaching practices.  
 

Mrs Bernie Lanyon from ThinkPlus spoke to us about Growth 
Mindset.  
 

“In a growth mindset, people believe that their most basic abilities 
can be developed through dedication and hard work—brains and 
talent are just the starting point. This view creates a love of learn-
ing and a resilience that is essential for great accomplishment,”.  
 

Students who embrace growth mindsets—the belief that they can 
learn more or become smarter if they work hard and persevere—
may learn more, learn it more quickly, and view challenges and failures as opportunities to improve their learning 
and skills (Dweck). Bernie’s message resonated with a number of staff and we are looking to implement Growth 
Mindset into the College. 
 

The best part of the day were the staff presentations. Mrs Melissa Nicholls presented on Guttman charts and the 
work that has been done in the Maths Domain. Miss Sasha Lanyon presented on Socrative, Mr Jesse Nugent     
presented on Clickview and Miss Stephanie Merchant, Miss Rebecca Abernethy and Miss Rebecca Hann presented 
on Plickers.  
 

All presenters were engaging and professional. Teachers learning from other teachers is the best professional  
development and reflects the depth of talent and expertise of the Berwick College teaching staff.  
 

Many thanks to everyone for their participation on the day. 
 

Mr David Busteed—Assistant Principal 

Pilates class available 
Focusing on core strength, stability and general fitness 

Mondays during school terms. (not public holidays) 
Starts at 4.00pm till 5.00pm 

$8.00 per session 
BYO exercise matt 

At Berwick College Dance Studio 
Bookings essential please ring Jaye on 0419 389 329 
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THE ARTS DOMAIN—ART MATTERS  

ACTIVITIES IN MRS EDWARDS YEAR 7 ART CLASSES 
We have been learning about Indigenous Art ahead of Sorry Day and                
Reconciliation Week.  
The students have then created their own symbols and are now in the process of 
creating their own dot painting style map of areas of significance for them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CASEY CREATIONS AWARDS 
Congratulations to the following students who 
were awarded a prize in the City of Casey        
Creations Youth Arts Competition presented on 
Thursday 26th May. 

Kaaviyan Pathmasiri - Looking Ahead - First Place 

Hope Raynes - Enough - First Place 

Hope Raynes - Galaxy in a wine glass - Merit 

Award 

Liam Barrett - Melbourne on the Low - First Place 
Owen Barrett - Rush Hour - Encouragement Award 
Jasmine Colbert—Intermediate Visual Arts—Encouragement Award 
 

THE PERFORMING ARTS— 
VCE THEATRE STUDIES EXCURSION 
 

The VCE Theatre class had the pleasure of watching ‘Wicked' the musical 
on the night of Friday, 20th May. The musical follows the story of how the 
wicked witch from Wizard of Oz became "Wicked".  

A fun, sad and happy story. The students and parents that were in attend-
ance had a great time. The students are currently analysing this production 
in preparation for exams.  

Ms Julie Clish 

31st August to 2nd September  
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THE ARTS DOMAIN—PERFORMING ARTS  

VCE THEATRE STUDIES 

The VCE Theatre Studies students worked extremely hard with a 
challenging play 'Antigone'. From Set design, make up and 
lighting design the students were in 
charge of the whole process.  
 
Well done and congratulations on 
the successful show. 
 
Ms Clish 
 

DANCE ACADEMY ASSESSMENT NIGHT 
What an amazing crowd we witnessed on the 11th May at our 
assessment night. It was great to see the parents, students and 
teachers supporting our very talented students.  
The students showcased their group pieces, as well as their own 
choreography. Congratulations to the students on their success.  
 

Thank you for the teachers that assisted on the night, Miss Jess 
Adams, Miss Ashleigh Manning, Miss Erin Taylor.  
Ms Quenette and Ms Clish 

THE AUSTRALIAN NAVY BAND 
I was fortunate enough to be able to arrange a visit and performance by the band of the Royal Australian Navy 
(HMAS Cerberus) on Thursday 19th May. The morning began with an assembly in the stadium for the 1400 students 
of Years 7-11, where they were entertained by a performance from the band. The performance began with a     
traditional march featuring the parade Drum Corp doing a brief display, before continuing with a 30 minute       
concert of various styles of music including solos by the trombone section and a vocalist. 
 

After the students were dismissed, the members of the school’s Senior and Intermediate concert bands sat in with 
the Navy band and undertook a workshop during the first two periods, under the baton of the Band Officer,          
Lt. Andrew Stokes. The members of the Navy band gave excellent tutelage to our students and Lt. Stokes was able 
to pass on many years of professional experience. The students also gained valuable experience from being able to 
sit and play in a professional band. Their standard of playing certainly rose to the occasion. 
 

A great morning was had by all, and I was very proud of the way our students represented the school. Lt. Stokes 
complimented them on their dedication and performance ability. I would like to thank the instrumental staff,    
Mrs. Mandy Brown and Mr. Kenton Smith, who came on the day to assist, and all the school staff for supporting 
this adventure. I hope to be able to organise similar events in the future. 
 

Mr Michael Couche—Music Coordinator 
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VET SMALL BUSINESS—MARKET DAY  

On Tuesday May 3rd, the three VET Small Business Management classes ran the annual Berwick College Market 
Day for 2016. The day bought excitement for the whole school community as a range of food stalls and other    
activities were run throughout a very windswept lunchtime.  
 

Students who ran the stalls learned invaluable lessons of how to financially sustain a business and how to manage 
their time to meet deadlines. The student’s organisational and communication skills were crucial in ensuring that 
they were adequately prepared for rush of customers on the day.   
 

Congratulations to all students who worked so hard to raise a total of $1,485, which has been donated to 12   
different charities. A huge thank all students and staff who made their way to C-Block at lunchtime and supported 
the students in ensuring their day was a success, raising money for some fantastic causes! 
Mr Watson and Ms Quenette. 
 

Student Comments 
“Market day was a great success, there was a big variety of stalls including Hot 
Dogs, KFC, Krispy Kremes, toasties, cakes, spiders and so many more. It was  
challenging with the weather conditions, but everyone pulled together.      
C-block was covered with people during lunchtime with so many happy custom-
ers. Seeing all the groups working hard was amazing with so many groups being 
very successful making plenty of profit for various charities including RSPCA, 
Breast Cancer Foundation and Cancer Council. It was great to see everyone    
enjoying the day and seeing all of our hard work finally paying off.” 
Amelia Aliotta and Sarah O’Hagan 
 

“Market Day was a very successful day as we organised our group very well and 
set jobs for everyone to do. We used skills such as negotiation and organisation 
which helped us make profit on the day. Our group was named Dee’s Nuggets 
and we were selling McBites, hot chips and cans of drinks on the day. If we were 
to do this again, our group would order more product as we sold out of our food 
within the first 20 minutes of lunch!” 
Eliza Lewis, Emily Rolls, Jack Thompson, Claudia Cheyaheb and Deesha         
Samarasekara 
 

“On Market day we held a stall which we got food ordered in from Timbarra 
Thai and to sell spiders on the side just to earn a little bit more for charity. We 
had 3 different kinds of finger foods up for sale, we had Spring rolls, Curry puffs, 
and the biggest seller Satay skewers. Our group has many ideas on what we 
could do for market day, such as a sponge throw, inflatable sumo wrestling, sell-
ing burgers, sausage sizzle, even selling spiders. 
We made a total profit of $111, and we have sent that money off to the Leukaemia Foundation. We hope you all 
enjoyed our stall for market day.”  
Daniel Rischitelli, James Exell, Aaron Axnick-Burns and Nick Reed. 
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VCAL  

Students have been learning about the atrocities of the Holocaust in Literacy   
classes and this culminated in a visit to the Jewish Holocaust Museum on May 
12th. This is Chloe Rodwell's account of the visit.  
 

We are one of the last generations to hear the stories of holocaust survivors 
straight from the victims themselves. My class and I had the privilege to meet one 
of these survivors and hear his tragic story when we visited the   Jewish Holocaust 
Centre. Jack (Jakob) told us about how he was forced to live in the ghettos and 
taken away from his family at 14 years old.  
 

He spent all 5 years of the war in concentration camps, forced to work for the Na-
zis. He spent most of his time at Auschwitz, the biggest of all the camps. There he 
worked in the coal mines. Jack survived with the help of others. During a death 
march he began to feel weak and couldn’t go on. The two men standing next to 
him grabbed him by his arms and dragged him until he had the energy to         
continue the march. He was forced on a ship which was later abandoned and he 
was liberated by the British.  
 

Jack's message was of tolerance. You should always be tolerant of others and 
their way of life. To hate someone because of their beliefs when they do no harm 
to anyone is unnecessary and wrong. It is important for us to learn about the   
holocaust so that history does not repeat itself. I’m glad I had the opportunity to 
visit the museum and see all the artefacts, photos, and of course hearing Jack’s 
story. I think that if you have the chance to visit the Jewish Holocaust Centre you 
should go and educate yourself further about these horrifying events . 

In the process of making this year a great last year to finish high school, the Year 
12’s also want to perform well academically. The candidates of this year are     
currently preparing for the mid-year exams, a milestone in the year.  
A lot of pressure is present as these are our first official exams in year 12. With 
this type of pressure present the school captains are thinking of ways to make the 
year a fun one too and not just a study year.  

With the help of the Year 12 coordinators, the school cap-
tains organised a home group pancake breakfast.  
It was a successful activity that let the year 12s go into period 
1 and 2 with a tasty feel of the pancakes we sold with topping 
of their choice. At first we didn’t sell that many until Bec 
Potalej began to make the best looking pancakes which 
seemed to attract many customers. As school captains, Bec 
Potalej and I were offered the  privilege of attending the Year 
11 Presentation Ball. I was unable to attend the deb in year 
11 so this was new experience for me. It was definitely an 
experience that shall be remembered. It was an honour    
presenting the year 11s. The year 12s are also looking for-
ward to the formal on Thursday June 9th. I personally have 
heard a lot of talk about how excited the year 12s are. There 
is a lot of enthusiasm toward this event as it is a highlight in 
everyone’s last year of high school. 
Joshua Angwenyi 

COLLEGE CAPTAIN REPORT  
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We are excited to announce that Frost week is coming up on the 20th to the 24th of 
June! Once again Frost is proudly supporting the well-deserving Leukaemia Foun-
dation. The Leukaemia Foundation is a charity which provides support and care to 
those suffering from blood cancers and their families. Frost has chosen to support 
this charity because of past students and teachers who have been affected by this 
terrible illness.  
 

In supporting the Leukaemia Foundation, throughout Frost 
week every student in Frost will be encouraged to partici-
pate in our bike riding fundraiser. Stationary bikes will be 
set up C1s for students to ride to help us reach our fund-
raising through sponsors. Prior to riding the bike students 
participating will ask friends and family for donations that 
will be donated to our charity, the Leukaemia Foundation. 
 

As proud Frost students, we are honoured to be able to 
support this    worthy charity. We have all participated in 
past Frost weeks and look    forward to the upcoming 
fundraiser. We have found participating in Frost week to 
be very rewarding and encourage all Frost students to join in on the fun! So why not get out of a period of class to 
help support such a   worthy cause that could help save the lives of millions, including the  people you know and 
love! - Christine Batch, Kaitlyn Flude and Georgia Peachey  - Year 10 Frost students 

FROST FALCONS  

Thursday May 12th saw Berwick College celebrate Chisholm Day. Students participated 
in a range of activities during home group, which included a Kahoot, origami rhinos    
representing the Chisholm Chargers logo, a puzzle and word search.  It was pleasing to 
see so many students getting involved! The results from the day are as follows: 
1st: Chisholm 
2nd: Kenny 
3rd: Hollows 
4th: Frost 
5th: O’Donoghue 
6th: Monash 
7th: Flynn 
8th: Dunlop 
In addition to the home group activities, we also held a cake stall. Several students from 
Chisholm helped bake brownies, choc-chip cookies, mars bar slice and cupcakes on the 
Wednesday afternoon and also brought in home made goodies which they prepared at 
home. The cake stall was a huge success! The students raised over $420, which is all  
being donated to the Peter MacCallum Cancer Foundation who are dedicated to cancer 
treatment, research and education. Congratulations to all the students involved! 

CHISHOLM CHARGERS DAY 
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Kenny student succeeds 
We like to celebrate significant achievements of our 
students, recognising both their contributions within 
the school as well as to the wider community. 
 

One of our Kenny Learning Team members, Joshua 
Edsall was presented with the Australian Scout Medal-
lion on Saturday 7th May at a presentation attended by 
hundreds of people across Australia.  
This is the highest award earned by Scouts who are 11 
-14 years old. 
Joshua is a member of the Narre Warren South Scout 
Group. This award requires leadership, organisation, 
drive, determination, resilience and high level practical 
Scouting knowledge including camp craft and hiking. 
Joshua is now entering the next youth section of Scouting, called Venturers. The first part of the award scheme, 
the Venturer Award, may see Joshua on his way to earning two Vocational Education and Training Certificates 
from Scouts Australia institute of training. 
The Certificate II in Business and Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation that can be completed are recognised by 
VCAA as accredited VET courses for VCE Units 1 and 2. We wish Joshua all the very best in his pursuits with 
Scouting. 
Ms Jenny Hart—Kenny Student Learning Leader 

GO KENNY!  

Congratulations Hollows, 
What a great start to the year. We came second in swimming sports and now we have finished FIRST in Athletics- 
what a great effort by everybody involved.   
 

Athletics carnival was a very busy day for our entire Hollows team; we had students competing in every event on 
the day from long jump to 100m sprints.  We had students win events and we had students enter events and give 
it a go even if they only had one arm (which was the case for one of our students, and they even participated in 
shot put with their non preferred arm).  We had two students in particular that won the inaugural Hollows        
Athletics awards for outstanding participation—these went to Jordyn Lee and Vaughan Westwood.  
 

Hollows had a great big party to celebrate the achievement of everybody in our Learning Team, this included a  
pizza lunch, snack food and a cake. Everybody that participated at the athletics carnival got to come along.  
 

It was such a proud moment for us as Hollows Leaders. 

HOLLOWS  
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So far it has been a busy term for Flynn students. We had a large number of students attend 
the athletic sports with lots of students getting into the spirit and participating in both the 
track and field events and the novelty events. Flynn came in at a very credible 4th position. 
Congratulations to all our students who competed.  
 

We have two additional Flynn student leaders working with Delaney McGill and Lauree Metcalfe for the remainder 
of the year. These students are Piper Van Hout and Jessica Makeham. 
 

Flynn is also having its own friendly competition between the home groups this year. These will consist of ‘minute to 
win it’ type activities at the end of our assemblies and themed based quizzes during some of our Thursday home 
group times. Our first competition was to get as many ping pong balls from one bowl to another, only using a spoon 
in the players mouth to do so. This was lots of fun but after the minute was over the winning home group was Flynn 
5 with 12 ping pong balls. Congratulations to Mitch Fearn representing Flynn 5. 
 

A reminder to all students that it is important that they are in correct school uniform when in attendance at school 
and school events. This includes the wearing of correct socks- navy or white for girls and grey for boys. If students 
have a legitimate reason for not wearing an item of uniform they should bring a note from their parents explaining 
this and have this signed by their home group teacher. Any longer term uniform issues should be directed to the 
Learning Team Leaders. 
 

As the semester comes to an end it is important for students to seek the help they need to complete work tasks. 
Teachers will begin writing reports very shortly (if not already). A reminder that the school offers after school maths 
help on Wednesdays after school in room A13 (for Years 7-10) and room A12 (for Year 11 and 12 students). This is 
available to access until 4.15 pm. 
 

Several Flynn students are attending the Central Australia camp with other students across the school. Part of their 
adventure will be spending time in a remote aboriginal community. The students are wishing to donate small       
stationary and school items to the children in the community. If you would 
like to make a donation of goods to this cause it would be much appreciated. 
Either have your child deliver them room F10 or contact Michelle Lewis or 
Adam Nettleingham on 87681087. 
 

Congratulation to Phoebe Wallan of Flynn 2 who came first in the              
professional ladies and 14/16 girls age groups at the Warrnambool Open 
BMX Competition. 
 

Mrs. Michelle Lewis and Mr. Adam Nettleingham 

FLYNN LEARNING TEAM  
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MATHS DOMAIN  

Does your child need some extra help in Maths? 
 

On Wednesday after school there is help available for students to work on maths problems and complete home-
work. Maths staff will be available in A13 for students from Year 7 to 10 and staff for students in VCE will be in A12.   
VCE students have an opportunity to get help on Monday after school as well. 
 The help session will be conducted from 3:15 to 4:15 but there is no minimum time requirement for attendance, 
come for as little or as long as you like. 
Ms Fay Harig 
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EVENTS IN THE CITY OF CASEY  
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

German Exchange Students and Host 
Families 
 A number of German Exchange Students, 
both girls and boys aged 15-18, hope to be 
coming here this July for 3, 5 or 10 months. 
If you and your family feel you would like 
to host a  German student during their stay 
here or even part of it, can afford an extra 
person at meal times and have a spare bed, 
please contact Klaus Schumann, their coor-
dinator, on 03 97584279 or by email to let 
me know of your interest. There is no pay-
ment involved.  
There are other nationalities also available 
if you would prefer. Hope to hear from 
you.  
Yours sincerely, 
Klaus Schumann 
SCCE Community Coordinator 
klaus.schumann@hotmail.com 

mailto:klaus.schumann@hotmail.com


Berwick College Newsletter — Issue 5 2016  20 

 

Starting Term 2, we have a psychologist from ‘Futures in Mind’ 
Child and Adolescent Psychological Services, offering Individual 
counselling to any       students who are in need of a little extra 
support in (but not limited to) any of these  areas.   

These sessions are available to individuals with a        
referral and Mental Health Care Plan (obtainable from 
GP). These sessions are bulkbilled through Medicare 
and there is no cost to the family or school. Each        
student is eligible for up to 10 sessions per  calendar 
year. The student would be available to have regular 
sessions with the psychologist here at school. If you 
think your student could benefit from this service  
please contact Paul Roberts (Student Wellbeing Officer 
at Berwick College) on ph: 8768 1023 for further infor-
mation. 

Have you noticed your Adolescent struggling 
in any of the following areas: 

 Anxiety  
 Depression 
 Self Harming behaviour 
 Bullying 
 Self-esteem 
 Social skills 
 Emotion coaching / Anger Management 
 Grief and Loss 
 Family separation etc 

ADOLESCENT SUPPORT  

FREE ONLINE PARENTING  
PROGRAM—Want to know what you can do to 

raise a resilient      teenager? FREE online parenting 
program empowering parents to make sense of       
adolescence and parent their teenager with              
confidence.     
As children become teenagers, it can be hard for      
parents to know the best way to stay connected with 
their child. Partners in Parenting is a new online par-
enting program that has been shown to help improve 
parent-child communication and reduce family conflict. 
Through interactive online activities, parents can devel-
op skills in emotional intelligence, supporting their 
teenager through difficulties they face, and maintaining 
a close relationship with their teen. This program was 
developed by researchers at Monash University and 
the University of Melbourne, and is based on Parenting 
Guidelines that were published in partnership with  
beyondblue, and have been accessed and found helpful 
by thousands of parents worldwide. 
Researchers are currently evaluating the longer-term 
benefits of the program by offering parents in Australia 
the opportunity to try it for free. If you are a parent or 
guardian of a child aged 12 to 15, you may be eligible to 
participate. Participation will take a few hours of yours 
and your child’s time over 12 months. Both you and 
your child will be reimbursed for your time.  
Find out more or register at 
www.partnersinparenting.net.au, 
or contact the researchers at  

med-partnersinparenting@monash.edu or on  

(03) 9905 1250 

http://www.partnersinparenting.net.au
mailto:med-partnersinparenting@monash.edu
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SPONSORS OF OUR CHAPLAINCY DRIVE-IN NIGHT  
Chaplaincy Information: http://bit.ly/1NwID2S  

57 High Street, Berwick—9707 6000 
www.neilsonpartners.com.au 

Noone Imagewear 
Shop 4, Beaconsfield Hub 
52-62 Old Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield 
Ph: 9769 9093 

http://bit.ly/1NwID2S

