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2022 SENIOR SCHOOL CURRICULUM GUIDE   YEARS 10 – 12 
 
Berwick College is known for its ability to provide individual curriculum programs that meet the varying needs of our 
students. It is a priority of the College that we support our students in their social, emotional and academic 
development, so that they are prepared to meet the challenges of an ever changing educational landscape. 

”All that we do is in the best interests of our students” 
 

Overarching Motto 

Berwick College’s motto is “Crescam”. Taken from the Latin verb “crescere”, the term crescam means “I will grow” 

and reflects our commitment that every person “shall grow”. 

 

Principal:    Ms. Kerri Bolch 

Assistant Principal:   Mr. Andrew Barker   

Assistant Principal:    Ms. Alison Birkett 

Assistant Principal:   Mr. James Doble 

Assistant Principal:   Ms. Cassandra Marinopoulos 

Senior School Leader:   Ms. Erin McCarthy 

Applied Learning:    Mr. Julian Walton 

Careers VET & Business Partnerships: Ms. Karen Crawley 

High Achievers’ Program:   Ms. Kylie Duncan 

Student Learning Leaders 

CHISHOLM    Mr. Neil Gould and Ms. Lucy Horbach 

DUNLOP     Ms. Rebecca Hann and Mr. Jake Uhlenberg 

FLYNN     Mr. Vaughan Chaplin and Mr. Adam Nettleingham 

FROST     Mr Matthew Oke and Ms. Alex Rees 

HOLLOWS    Ms. Deana Mihalos and Ms. Marnie Platt  

KENNY     Mr. Gavin Watson and Ms. Melissa Zuccolo 

MONASH    Mr. Paul Roberts and Ms. Rebekah Hirst 

O’DONOGHUE    Mr. Jesse Nugent and Ms. Bree Villella 

Domain Leaders  

ENGLISH     Ms. Virginia Danahay  

MATHEMATICS    Ms. Caitlin Besim  

THE ARTS    Mr. Dale Ackermann 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION Ms. Melissa Stokes 

HUMANITIES    Mr. Kane Armistead and Mr. Mark Mitchell 

SCIENCE     Ms. Michelle Berwick  

TECHNOLOGY    Ms. Carla Diaz 

LOTE     Ms. Sasha Lanyon
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LEARNING AT BERWICK COLLEGE 

THE CURRICULUM LEADERSHIP TEAM 
All members of the Berwick College community work together towards the realisation of the College philosophy, vision, values 

and goals. The Curriculum Leadership team guides curriculum development across whole school programs and aims to develop 

curriculum that engages students, maximises learning outcomes and stimulates learning. 

Department of 
Education and Training 
goals: 
 
To improve the opportunities 

for all learners without 
exception 
 

To improve student skills and 
achieve gains in 
achievement in Literacy, 
Maths and Science 
 

Ensure secondary schooling is 
more inclusive, flexible 
and engaging and equips 
young people for further 
study and work 

 
To strengthen leadership and 

professional practice 
across all services 

 
To work closely and openly 

with our communities, 
service providers and staff 

 College Service Standards 
Berwick College aims to provide a learning 

community through: 

EXCELLENCE IN LEARNING 
“Berwick College fosters the pursuit of 

knowledge and skills. We strive to do our 
best, we consider new ideas and encourage 

best practice, and we select our learning 
opportunities.” 

ORDERLY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
“Berwick College aims to provide a safe, 

positive and respectful learning 
environment for all students to realise their 

learning potential.” 
RICH AND VARIED PATHWAYS 

“Berwick College aims to prepare each 
person for diverse pathway choices and to 
make a successful transition into further 
education, training and employment.” 

PERSONAL GROWTH 
“Berwick College values the unique qualities 

of each person and accepts their worth as 
individuals. We meet our expectations. We 

are accountable for our actions and we 
work with effort, energy and persistence.” 

POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS 
“Berwick College uses democratic processes 
in its decision-making and promotes social 

justice and equality of opportunity. We 
treat others with consideration and 

understanding. We are truthful, trustworthy 
and we work with others.” 

 Guiding principles of 
Berwick College’s 
educational philosophy 
 
As students come to the end of 
their journey at Berwick College 
we aim for them to: 
 
Possess the life skills which 

enable them to face 
challenges with confidence, 
resilience, empathy and 
respect. 
 

Be adaptable to change and 
embrace continuous 
learning through problem 
solving, creativity and 
thinking critically. 
 

Have a continuing sense of 
community, both locally 
and globally, and an 
awareness of the 
importance of the 
environment. 
 

Students are at the centre of 
our practices and we 

endeavour to ensure that every 
student has their learning 

needs catered for as an 
individual. 

 

Berwick College ICARE 
Values:  

 Excellence in Learning ➔ Inquiry – Our Learning 

Orderly Learning Environment  ➔ Cooperation – Our Community 
➔ Rich and Varied Pathways ➔ Achievement – Our Growth 

 Personal Growth  ➔ Resilience – Our Character 

 Positive Relationships ➔ Empathy – Our Awareness 
 

Students are at the centre of our practices 
 
 

Personalisation: We link the key elements of our programs, policies and our processes to create settings where students and 
teachers know each other better. 
 

Community engagement: We communicate effectively with members of our college community and we network and develop 
partnerships locally and globally. 
 

Relational learning: We view all learning as relational. We focus on building relationships that support life-long learning. We link 
the key elements of our programs, policies and our processes to create settings where students and teachers know each other 
better.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Berwick College is a school that prides itself on being able to offer a range of study options in year 10, VCE, VET and VCAL that 
enable us to personalise a student’s timetable based on their individual needs. Students and their parents are invited to attend 
an information evening and personal course counselling interview to ensure that their chosen pathway program provides a 
positive learning experience. 
 
This guide contains information about the subjects offered at year 10 and the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the Victorian 
Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) and Vocational Education and Training (VET). 
 
You may also like to visit the following websites for further information: 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au provides general information about VCE, VCAL and VET including study designs and regulations. 
https://www.vtac.edu.au/before.html provides a snapshot of the tertiary system explaining some jargon and debunking myths 
https://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/VTAC_ATAR_Scaling_Guide_2021.pdf explains how VTAC scales VCE study scores 
and calculates ATARs 
 
In choosing a learning program the most important things to consider are: 

✓ Choose subjects that you are interested in 
✓ Choose subjects you are most likely to perform well in 
✓ Check the prerequisites for tertiary studies 
✓ Is an ATAR score required for tertiary admission? 
✓ Keep your options open 

“Career development is the lifelong process of managing life, learning, work, leisure and transitions in order to move 
towards a personally determined and evolving future.” (CICA 2007) 

 CHOOSING A PATHWAY OR PROGRAM 
 

Berwick College offers an extensive careers education program to students in the senior years. All students have completed a 

Managed Individual Pathways Plan (MIPs) in years 10, 11 and 12. All students over 15 have been supported by a qualified careers 

practitioner to investigate areas of interest and set goals for further education, employment and training. Generally, if you are 

interested in pursuing a vocational pathway and enjoy the challenges of applied learning VCAL may suit you best. If you first 

preference is to pursue further education at university then a mainstream year 10 and VCE program is the best option.  

 

 
 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
https://www.vtac.edu.au/before.html
https://www.vtac.edu.au/files/pdf/publications/VTAC_ATAR_Scaling_Guide_2021.pdf
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YEARS 10 - 12 PATHWAY SELECTION 

Victorian Certificate of Education - VCE 

The VCE (Victorian Certificate of Education) is recognised internationally, and provides pathways to further study at university, 

TAFE (Technical and Further Education) and the world of work. The VCE program covers both years 11 and 12 and involves four 

semesters of work. Over these four semesters students will normally take a total of 22 units. These will include: 

• Four units of English (one per semester) 

• Six subjects (12 units) in VCE year 1 (Year 11) 

• Five subjects (10 units) in VCE year 2 (Year 12) 

Units 3 and 4 are taken as a sequence. 

To be awarded the Victorian Certificate of Education the student must satisfactorily complete at least sixteen units, including: 

• At least three units of English, including both Unit 3 and Unit 4 English, Literature or EAL (English as an Additional 
Language) 

• At least three subjects for both units 3 and 4 

Some year 10 students will be able to take a unit 1 and 2 subject if their Year 9 results are very good and they receive a letter of 

recommendation. These students will then be able to take a unit 3 and 4 sequence in year 11; assuming their results in year 10 

remain consistently high. Most students will take 1 and 2 level units at year 11 and 3 and 4 level units at year 12. However, some 

students may take a 3/4 sequence while in year 11. A unit is taken for one semester (half year) and is of approximately 50 hours 

duration. Regular homework and revision is an essential part of this. 

PLANNING FOR THE TWO YEAR COURSE: 

Students should plan for both years 11 and 12, realising that changes can and will be made to those plans to suit their changing 

interests and activities. At year 11, six units will be studied each semester, each for five periods per week. At year 12, five units 

will be studied each semester, for six periods per week each.  

UNITS OFFERED: 

The school will offer a range of units to give the widest possible choice to students who are free to select whichever units they 

want. However, due to staffing restrictions and student numbers, not all the listed units will be available in any one year or 

semester. We will also have to timetable units together which may restrict choices for some students. As far as possible, efforts 

will be made to minimise these restrictions. 

FEES AND CHARGES: 

Please review the subject charges sheet when choosing VCE subjects. Selecting one of these courses means an obligation to accept 

responsibility for the charge involved. It is expected that students will have paid 50% of the charge before the end of this year and 

the remainder in the first week of the new school year. 

Payment of the unit charge confirms the student’s place in a class. Please contact the school in cases of financial difficulty to make 

alternative arrangements. 

ATTENDANCE:  

It is important to note that Berwick College has a 90% attendance requirement for all VCE subjects. Students who do not meet 

this requirement may have to complete redemption or not receive a satisfactory unit result. 

 
AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSIONS RANKING (ATAR): 

In order to receive an ATAR score students must complete the VCE. The ATAR is the primary criterion for entry into most 

undergraduate university programs in Australia. The ATAR is a ranking, against all other students who complete the VCE or other 

Australian state’s equivalents. 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning – VCAL 
The Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) is a hands-on option for Year 11 and 12 students. 

The VCAL gives you practical work-related experience, as well as literacy and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal 

skills that are important for life and work. Like the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE), the VCAL is a recognised senior 

secondary qualification.  

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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Students who do the VCAL are likely to be interested in going on to training at a Technical and Further Education (TAFE) institute, 

starting an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing school. However, if you start your VCAL and then decide the VCE is 

the right option for you after all, it won’t be too late to change your mind. 

The VCAL’s flexibility enables you to undertake a study program that suits your interests and learning needs. Fully accredited 

modules and units are selected for the following four compulsory strands: 

• Literacy and Numeracy Skills 

• Work Related Skills 

• Industry Specific Skills 

• Personal Development Skills. 

If you successfully complete your VCAL, you will receive a certificate and a Statement of Results that details the areas of study you 

have completed. 

WHY WOULD I CHOOSE TO DO VCAL? 

While the VCE is a good option for students who would like to go on to further education at university, you might feel that this is 

not the right option for you. The VCAL is an accredited senior secondary qualification undertaken in Years 11 and 12. The VCAL is 

based on hands-on learning, also known as applied learning. If you choose to do the VCAL, you will gain practical experience and 

employability skills, as well as the skills you will need to go on to further training in the workplace or at TAFE. 

WHAT ARE THE VCAL LEVELS? 

The VCAL has two levels offered in Year 11 and 12 - Intermediate and Senior. Foundation level may also be offered in Year 11 if 

the Applied Learning Leader determines this level is most appropriate for your needs. 

ARE THERE ANY ENTRY REQUIREMENTS? 

No. You begin the VCAL at a level suitable to your capabilities. The Applied Learning Leader will be able to help you decide which 

level is most suitable for you. 

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE ME TO COMPLETE THE VCAL? 

The VCAL has been developed for Year 11 and 12 students. You can get a VCAL certificate and Statement of Results when you 

successfully complete your VCAL program for the level you have chosen. Many students complete a VCAL level in one year. 

WHAT DO I GET AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE VCAL? 

If you successfully complete your VCAL program, you will receive a VCAL certificate at either the Foundation, Intermediate or 

Senior level, depending on the VCAL level you chose to complete. You will also get a Statement of Results listing all VCAL, VCE and 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) units. 

WHAT IS VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING? 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) provides an opportunity for schools, training institutes and industry to work together in 

preparing students for employment and further training. 

WILL PRIOR VET STUDIES COUNT TOWARDS MY VCAL? 

Yes. You should speak with your teacher or careers counsellor to work out how much of your prior study counts towards your 

VCAL and to plan the remainder of your VCAL program. 

I HAVE ALREADY DONE A VCE SUBJECT. WILL THIS COUNT TOWARDS MY VCAL? 

Yes, if you have an ‘S’ result for the satisfactory completion of a VCE unit, it will count towards your VCAL. You should speak with 

your teacher or careers counsellor to plan the remainder of your VCAL program. 

CAN I SWAP TO THE VCE IF I CHANGE MY MIND? 

You should discuss this with the Applied Learning Leader if you decide to take this option. 

CAN I WORK PART-TIME OR CONTINUE AN APPRENTICESHIP WHILE ENROLLED IN THE VCAL? 

Yes, you can gain recognition and credit for part-time work while enrolled in the VCAL. This work can include: 

- school-based apprenticeships 

- part-time work 

- structured workplace learning placements. 

HOW IS THE VCAL ASSESSED? 

The VCAL is made up of accredited courses/certificates. Your VCAL program is assessed by your teacher in accordance with 

assessment requirements for each part of the program. 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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WHAT DO I STUDY? 

• STRAND 1 – LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS 

Your VCAL program must include literacy and numeracy subjects. These can be selected from VCAL literacy skills and 

VCAL numeracy skills units and/or VCE English and Mathematics units. 

• STRAND 2 – INDUSTRY SPECIFIC SKILLS 

Your VCAL program at the Intermediate and Senior levels must include components of nationally recognised VET 

qualifications. The range of VET options is extensive. Some examples are automotive, engineering, building and 

construction, hospitality, retail, multimedia, information technology, agriculture, horticulture, warehousing and hair and 

beauty. 

• STRAND 3 – WORK RELATED SKILLS 

In order to develop employability skills, VCAL gives you the choice of undertaking a structured work placement, or a part-

time apprenticeship/traineeship, or part-time work. You can also study units and modules that will help prepare you for 

work, for example occupational health and safety or job interview skills. 

• STRAND 4 – PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT SKILLS 

As part of your VCAL program you will participate in projects and activities in your community or school that will help 

develop your teamwork skills, self-confidence and other skills important for life and work. For example, your school may 

work with the local council to enhance parklands. The learning you gain from being involved in such a project can be 

counted towards the VCAL. 

CAN I GET INTO HIGHER EDUCATION IF I SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE THE VCAL? 

If you are considering going to university straight from school, VCAL is probably not the best option for you. Students planning to 

go straight into higher education usually do the VCE, which allows them to gain an Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) 

from the Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC). If you are studying the VCAL at Senior level and decide that you might be 

interested in going on to university, check with your teacher or careers counsellor as some universities will consider students with 

a VCAL Senior certificate for admission. However, entry straight from school is not the only route into university. Some people 

study a VET course at TAFE, perhaps leading to a diploma or advanced diploma, and then decide that they would benefit from a 

university course. VCAL would be a good start along this pathway. 

WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS ONCE I HAVE COMPLETED THE VCAL? 

The VCAL will give you practical work-related experience and a qualification that will be recognised by TAFE institutes and 

employers. Together these will help you move from school into work, an apprenticeship or traineeship and/or further training at 

TAFE. Alternatively, if you start studying for your VCAL at Foundation level in Year 11 and successfully complete it, you may 

consider going on to complete either the Intermediate or Senior level of VCAL in Year 12. Or you might reconsider your options, 

decide university is the right choice for you after all, and transfer to the VCE.  

WILL THE VCAL GET ME READY TO ENTER A TRADE? 

If you have completed VET units as part of your VCAL certificate you will have developed knowledge and skills that employers 
value, for example industry awareness, use of tools required in the industry, occupational health and safety. Completed 
VET units will also help demonstrate to an employer that you are keen to work in this industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING (VET) 
Vocational Education and Training programs in the VCE or VCAL allows students to include vocational studies within 
their senior secondary certificate. Each qualification provides an opportunity for students to develop an awareness of 
the world of work and develop employability skills that will contribute to their career development journeys. Students 
undertake nationally recognised training from nationally accredited training packages which contribute to their VCE 
or VCAL. VET is optional in year 10 and VCE but essential in VCAL. 
Some VET programs can provide students with an ATAR contribution. The number of VCE units and the ATAR 
contribution available varies from program to program. More information about programs offering a study score can 
be located at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/programs/scoredasses.aspx . See Page 51 for subject descriptions. 

 

Timetabled as an elective  

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

  
 

11VA1 
VET Automotive (1st Year)  

  
 

11VC1 
VET Construction Pathways (1st Year) 

  
 

11VCS  
Vet Community Services  

  
 

11VOR 
VET Outdoor Recreation  

  

 

11VB1 
VET Small Business (1st Year) 

11VB2 
VET Small Business (2nd year) 

  

 

11VD1 
VET Dance (Units 1&2) 

12VD2 
VET Dance (Units 2&3) 

  
 

11VVA 
VET Visual Arts 

Blocked on Wednesday or Friday   

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

  

 

VEAF1 
VET Applied Fashion Design & Technology (1st year) 

VEAF2 
 VET Applied Fashion Design & Technology (2nd year) 

  

 

VECP1 
VET Construction Pathways (1st year) 

VECP2 
VET Construction Pathways (2nd year) 

  

 

VEET1 
Vet Electrotechnology (1st year) 

VEET2 
Vet Electrotechnology (2nd year) 

  
 

VETOR 
VET Outdoor Recreation 

  

 

VEAM1 
VET Automotive (1st year) 

VEAM2  
VET Automotive (2nd year) 

 
Head Start is a new initiative from the Victorian State Government to increase the number of students undertaking 
high quality, Certificate III Apprenticeships and Traineeships, while still completing their senior secondary studies 
through flexible arrangements.  
Head Start Apprenticeships and Traineeships is a:  

• high quality pathway with more time spent on the job  

• ensure students complete VCE/VCAL alongside their apprenticeship/traineeship 

• focus on key qualifications in high-demand industries with strong employment pathways 

• provide intensive support to students and employers through Head Start staff, all the way through the program 

What are the benefits? 
• employers are enabled to train and mentor young apprentices and trainees who are ready for work, and who will also 

have higher levels of literacy, numeracy and employability skills; 

• the number of qualified apprentices and trainees in growing trades and industries 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Pages/vet/programs/scoredasses.aspx
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Transition from year 9 to year 10 

Year 10 students have access to: 

• Flexible Learning Program 
The year 10 Flexible Learning Program (FLP) offers students an alternative learning framework for students who are 
interested in enrolling in VET courses, and participating in a structured workplace learning environment. The FLP 
consists of the following subjects: 

• English (4 periods) 
• Maths (4 periods) 
• Game of Life (5 periods) for 1 semester 
• 3 Electives (5 periods each) 
• VET Course on a Wednesday  
• Structured Work Placement on a Friday 

English / Maths: The English and Maths curricula is derived from the year 10 Victorian curriculum, however the 
emphasis is on the consolidation and development of key skills. Students are assessed on their capacity to demonstrate 
a range of literacy and numeracy skills using a variety of assessment methods that are tailored to the learning styles and 
needs of the individual student.  
VET Courses: There are a range of VET courses available for year 10 FLP students which can be found in the College 
curriculum guide. Some VET courses are delivered internally at Berwick College while others are offered externally at a 
range of TAFE locations. These courses are usually run on a Wednesday in the school timetable. See the VET Fee 
Schedule for subject charges.  
Structured Workplace Learning: Prior to commencing the FLP, it is important that students organise an employee who 
is willing to take them on one day a week (usually a Friday). It is advised that students try to organise work in a sector 
that has potential as a career pathway, related to their VET. The Careers Department can offer assistance to students in 
finding work placements, and we suggest that all students organise a careers appointment prior to looking for a work 
placement. Prior to the commencement of a Work Placement students, parents and employers must complete the 
following: 

- a Structured Workplace Learning arrangement form 
- 2 online Occupational Health and Safety certificates (one general and one industry specific module). These 

modules can be completed by accessing www.education.vic.gov.au/safe@work 
- a White Card for students wishing to undertake work placement on a construction site 
- a Work Place Hazards in Working With Animals form for students wishing to work with animals 

A subject charge applies to this program. 

• Year 10 with VET (certificate in Vocational Education and Training) five year 10 subjects (English and Mathematics plus 
three Year 10 subjects each semester) and one certificate program 

• Year 10 mainstream—six year 10 subjects (English, Mathematics and The Game of Life plus 7 Semester Electives) 

• Year 10 with VCE—five year 10 subjects (English and Mathematics and The Game of Life plus two year 10 subjects and 
one unit 1/2 subject each semester) 

Please note that in order to study the following subjects in VCE, the listed number of year 9 and 10 units must be passed: 
 

English Successful completion of at least one year 10 English unit 

Outdoor and Environmental 
Studies or Physical Education 

Successful completion of at least one year 10 unit in Physical Education 

Chemistry / Physics 
 

Successful completion of 10CHE Chemistry and Physics and successful 
completion of 10MAM Maths Methods. It is strongly recommended that 
students take Mathematical Methods in VCE mathematics. 

Biology Successful completion of 10BIO Biology 

LOTE Indonesian Successful completion of at least three units of Indonesian 

Humanities Successful completion of at least one year 10 Humanities unit 

The Arts Successful completion of at least one year 10 Art unit  

Maths See exam % scores and “Progress & Pathways in Mathematics”  

  

Transition from year 10 to year 11/12 
Year 11 and 12 students have access to: 

• Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) -  Intermediate/Senior 

• VCE—Standard six subjects (year 11) and five subjects (year 12) 

• VCE and VET—five VCE subjects and one VET (year 11) and four VCE subjects and one VET (year 12) 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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INTRODUCTION 
One of Berwick College’s core values is Rich and Varied Pathways. The table below provides an overview of the 

subjects offered in the Senior School and the pathways within each learning area from Year 10 to Year 12.  We hope 

the information contained in this guide provides assistance in selecting your subjects at Berwick College. 

SUBJECTS BY DOMAIN – SENIOR SCHOOL 
 

ENGLISH 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10ENG  
English 

11ENG  
English 

12ENG  
English 

10LIT  
Literature 

11LIT  
Literature 

12LIT  
Literature 

10ENL  
English Language 

11ENL 
English Language 

 

 11EAL01  
English  as an Additional Language 

12EAL01  
English  as an Additional Language 

10HAE 
High Achievers’ Program 

  

THE ARTS 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10ART  
Art 

11ART  
Art Units 1 & 2 

12ART  
Art Units 3 & 4 

 11SAG  
Studio Arts (General) Units 1 & 2 

12SAG   
Studio Arts (General) Units 3 & 4 

10PHO  
Photography 

11SAP   
Studio Arts (Photography) Units 1 & 2 

12SAP   
Studio Arts (Photography) Units 3 & 4 

10VCD 
 Visual Communication Design 

11VCD 
Visual Communication Design Units 1 & 2 

12VCD  
Visual Communication Design Units 3 & 4 

 VET Options Available – see page 9  

10THE  
Theatre Production 

11THE  
Theatre Studies Units 1 & 2 

12THE   
Theatre Studies Units 3 & 4 

10MED 
 Media 

11MED  
Media Units 1 & 2 

12MED  
Media Units 3 & 4 

10MUS 
Music  

11MUS  
Music Performance Units 1 & 2 

12MUS 
 Music Performance Units3 & 4 

Dance Academy Dance Academy Dance Academy 
11VD1  

VET Dance Units 1 & 2 
11DAN  

VCE Dance  Units 1 & 2 
12DAN  

VCE Dance  Units 3 & 4 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
10ESS 

Exercise and Sport Science 
11PEM  

Physical Education Units 1 & 2 
12PEM  

Physical Education Units 3 & 4 

10 ASR  
ADVANCE Surf Rescue  

  

10PEG  
Core Physical Education Girls 

  

10GOL  
Game of Life - COMPULSORY 

  

10PEB  
Core Physical Education Boys 

  

10PEF 
Personal Fitness 

  

10HHD 
Advanced Health and Human Development 

11HHD  
Health and Human Development – Units 1 & 2 

12HHD  
Health and Human Development – Units 3 & 4 

10OES  
Outdoor Education 

11OES  
Outdoor Environmental Studies – Units 1 & 2 

12OES  
Outdoor Environmental Studies – Units 3 & 4 

Basketball Academy 
10BBA 

Basketball Academy 
11BBA 

 

VET Options Available – see page 9   

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH (LOTE) 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
10IND Indonesian 11IND Indonesian Units 1 & 2 12IND Indonesian Units 3 & 4 

SCIENCE 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
10BIO  11BIO 12BIO 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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Biology Biology – Units 1 & 2 Biology – Units 3 & 4 

10CHE  
Chemistry 

11CHE  
Chemistry Units 1 & 2 

12CHE  
Chemistry Units 3 & 4 

10EVS 
Environmental Science 

11EVS 
Environmental Science Units 1 & 2 

12EVS 
Environmental Science Units 3 & 4 

10PHY  
Physics  

11PHY 
Physics Units 1& 2 

12PHY 
Physics Units 3 & 4 

10PSY  
Psychology 

11PSY  
Psychology Units 1 & 2 

12PSY  
Psychology Units 3 & 4 

MATHEMATICS 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10MAG  
General Maths 

11MAG  
General Maths Units 1 & 2 

12MAF  
Further Maths Units 3 & 4 

10MAM  
Maths Methods 

11MAM  
Maths Methods Units 1 & 2 

12MAM  
Maths Methods Units 3 & 4 

 11MAS  
Specialist Maths Units 1 & 2 

12MAS  
Specialist Maths Units 3 & 4 

10MAC  
Consolidated Maths 

  

HUMANITIES 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10GE1  
Geography – Environment 

10GE2  
Geography - Contrasts 

11GEO  
Geography  
Units 1 & 2 

12GEO  
Geography  
Units 3 & 4 

10HI1  
History – Battles 

10HI2  
History – Rights & Freedom 

11HIS  
History 20th Century   

Units 1 & 2 

12HIS  
History Revolutions  

Units 3 & 4 

 11ACC  
Accounting Units 1 & 2 

12ACC  
Accounting Units 3 & 4 

10LAW 
Law and Order 

11LEG 
 Legal Studies Units 1 & 2 

12LEG  
Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 

10BUS 
Business Basics 

11BUS  
Business Management Units 1 & 2 

12BUS  
Business Management Units 3 & 4 

10PHI  
Philosophy 

11PHI  
Philosophy Units 1 & 2 

12PHI  
Philosophy Units 3 & 4 

10POL  
Politics, People and Power 

11POL  
Australian and Global Politics Units 1 & 2 

12POL  
Global Politics Units 3 & 4 

TECHNOLOGY 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10DTP  
Textiles: Pyjama Party 

11DTT  
Textiles Units 1 & 2 

12DTT  
Textiles Units 3 & 4 

VET Options Available – see page 9   
10FO1 

Catering 
11FOO  

Food Technology Units 1 & 2 
12FOO  

Food Technology Units 3 & 4 

10FO2  
Food for the Future 

  

10FO3 
Cook For Your Life 

  

10DTW 
Technology Design Wood 

11DTW  
Wood Technology Units 1 & 2 

12DTW  
Wood Technology Units 3 & 4 

VET Options Available – see page 9   
VET Options Available – see page 9   

10SYE  
Electronics 

VET Options Available – see page 9  

10ITR  
Reality Bytes 

11ITC  
Applied Computing  Units 1 & 2 

12ITA  
Data Analytics  Unit 3 & 4 

10ITP  
Inside Programming 

 12ITS  
Software Development Units 3 & 4 

10DIT  
Digital Technology 

  

FLEXIBLE LEARNING PROGRAM / VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF APPLIED LEARNING – VCAL PROGRAM 
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 

10FLP 
Flexible Learning Program 

VCAL  
Applied Learning (Intermediate) 

VCAL  
Applied Learning (Senior) 
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YEAR 10 SUBJECTS 

THE ARTS 
Students who intend to do Arts courses in VCE are 

strongly encouraged to take two units in their preferred 

subject at Year 10 to allow for the best possible 

preparation.  

Art 

10ART 
In this unit, students extend their art skills in 

printmaking, mixed media, drawing, painting and 

sculpture. Students learn about different artists and art 

styles and gain an understanding of how to analyse 

artwork. Students are given the opportunity to create 

artworks using a variety of mediums and techniques. 

Students will learn how to document and annotate their 

work and understand the importance of keeping an art 

journal. This unit encourages creativity and 

experimentation in a variety of art works. This unit is a 

perfect introduction to aspects of VCE Art and Studio 

Art.  

A subject charge applies to this unit.  

Photography 

10PHO 

In this unit students use a range of and digital compact 

and SLR cameras, developing their composition and 

technical photographic skills. Students work on 

exploration briefs that will require them to research and 

develop ideas, coming up with work plans and following 

these through to completion. Students will learn about 

photographic genres, photographic history and explore 

the work of professional photographers. Art production, 

art appreciation, the workbook and an examination all 

contribute to assessment. This unit is designed to 

develop skills used in VCE Studio Arts Photography.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Theatre Production 

10THE 
Drama is not just about acting. This unit provides an 

opportunity to learn the skills and acquire the 

knowledge to stage a live production. Students will be 

given the chance to specialise in areas of theatre such 

as: 

• Set design 

• Costume design 

• Lighting design 

• Sound design 

• Properties (props) 

• Make-up 

• Acting 

The emphasis of this unit is problem solving and 

teamwork and that what happens off stage helps create 

the magic that is delivered to the audience, on stage. 

This unit is an excellent pathway into VCE Theatre 

Studies. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 
 

Media: T.V. to Streaming 

10MED 

This unit provides an introduction to both multi-camera 

studio video production as well as an analysis of studio 

television production. We examine television schedules 

and programming; advertising and target audiences. 

Students examine techniques of single-camera video 

production and digital non-linear editing. The 

importance of planning in the form of scriptwriting and 

storyboarding is emphasised. All students are expected 

to work as part of a small team to plan, shoot and edit a 

segment of a class video. A focus on the changing face 

of television is studied with a look at the impact of 

services such as Foxtel, Stan and Netflix. 

Music 

10MUS 
This unit extends the practical, theoretical and aural 

skills studied in Year 9. It continues to extend the 

student’s theoretical and aural skills in the areas of 

scales, intervals, chords, rhythmic recognition and 

transcription and analyses of pre-recorded works. It 

broadens the student’s musical experiences and 

appreciation through performances in solo and group 

contexts. It explores aspects of the works being 

prepared for performance, including analysis and 

interpretation, which develops the student’s 

individuality.  

This unit continues to extend the student’s theoretical 

and aural skills in the areas of scales, intervals, chords, 

rhythmic recognition and transcription and analyses of 

pre-recorded works. It broadens the student’s musical 

experiences and appreciation through performances in 

solo and group contexts. It extends their creative skills 

through completing a task in composition or arranging. 
 

Instrument Hire or Band Fees may apply to these units. 
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Unit 1 and 2 VCE VET Dance – 2 Year 

Course 

11VD1 
VCE VET Dance is industry based and upon its 

completion, provides students with a certificate II in 

Dance (2 year course Year 10 Unit 1, 2 and Year 11 

Units 3 and 4).  This is a recognised TAFE qualification 

which can enable students to do further study at TAFE 

(i.e. dance teaching) as well as be qualified to take on 

different roles within the Performance/Dance Industry. 

The great part about this course is that it is also 

recognised by VCE, so students can obtain a study score 

for this subject (if they wish) which will contribute 

towards an ATAR University entrance score.  

VET is a standalone subject and we encourage all 

students with Dance experience to enrol.  The students 

have 5 periods a week which includes practical and 

theoretical classes. 

Students will also have the opportunity to concurrently 

undertake VET Units 3 and 4 and VCE Dance Units 1 and 

2 during their Year 11 education. 

  

Future career pathways: 

• Dance Studio Teacher 

• Professional Dancer 

• Physiotherapist 

• Nutritionist 

• Myotherapist    

• Pilates Instructor  

Further Dance Studies:  

Certificate III in Dance, Certificate IV in Dance, 

Diploma of Dance (Elite Performance) 

Certificate III in Community Dance, Theatre and Events, 

Certificate IV in Community Culture in Dance, 

Diploma of Musical Theatre. 

Certificate IV in Assistant Dance Teaching, Certificate IV 

in Dance Teaching and Management, Diploma of Dance 

Teaching and Management. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 
 

Visual Communication and Design 

10VCD 
In this unit students use a range of media materials and 

methods to create a range of different projects 

focussing on Industrial Design, Communication Design 

and Environmental Design. Students work on 

developing both manual drawing and digital skills such 

as Adobe Illustrator and SketchUp. They learn about a 

range of various designers and use this key knowledge 

to inform their own personal design practice. Some of 

the projects that students work on are; Monogram & 

Packaging, Brand Identity, Designer Products and 

Architecture. This unit is seen as excellent preparation 

for Studio Art, Visual Communication and Design, Art 

and Media. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 
 

ENGLISH 

English 

10ENG 
At year 10 students can choose to study English or High 

Achievers’ English for the full year but also have the 

option to study additional English units. English 

Language (new) and English Literature will be run as 6-

month elective units. 

Mainstream English units expose students to a range of 

texts, including written and multimodal (film), which are 

intended to promote enjoyment and active engagement 

through discussion and writing. 

Particular emphasis is placed on analyses of argument 

and language in persuasive texts. The course is designed 

to build on students’ literacy skills, developing their 

critical and creative thinking, listening and oral 

proficiency and ability to produce analytical and creative 

texts. 

Assessment covers: 

• Responding to texts analytically and creatively 

• Presenting a point of view orally 

• Analysing the argument and language in 

persuasive texts 

English Language 

10ENL 
Students can choose Year 10 English Language as a six 

month elective unit. This course is designed as the 

foundation for VCE English Language; however, 

enrolment in this subject does not limit students from 

studying VCE English in future years. 

The study of English Language enables students to build 

upon previous learning and extend their metalinguistic 

tools to skilfully analyse both print and live multimodal 

forms. Students will think critically and innovatively 

while constructing identities which build and 

interrogate popular attitudes as well as assumptions to 

actively disrupt the social cohesion in our wider 

community. Students are further exposed to the 

structures, features and discourses of written and 

spoken texts through the systematic and objective 

deconstruction of language to learn how language 

varieties are used in a process of inclusion and exclusion. 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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By exposing students to the evolution of the English 

language through the study of a variety of informal and 

formal extracts, students will make real world 

connections, learn about personal and public discourses 

in workplaces, fields of study, trades and social groups. 

English - High Achievers Program 

10HAE 
The year 10 HAP English course has been designed to 

mimic VCE English and aims to ensure that students are 

well placed to succeed across all four units of English in 

VCE. Texts studied are chosen to extend students critical 

thinking and to give them exposure to different text 

types. Texts studied include ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ by 

Harper Lee, ‘The Crucible’ by Arthur Miller and 

‘Pleasantville’ by Gary Ross as well as a series of classic 

and contemporary short fiction. 

 

Literature 

10LIT 
Year 10 Literature is a course that should appeal to 

students wishing to study texts in closer detail. It 

actively encourages students to explore, discuss and 

debate the meaning of literary texts, while developing 

their awareness of the key features and techniques 

associated with each text type. Students are taught to 

read deeply and critically, and they learn how to 

respond personally and analytically. They also cultivate 

an understanding of the many ways texts can be 

interpreted by comparing and contrasting their views 

with those held by others.  

 

Year 10 Literature is a 6-month elective course. It can be 

studied alongside Year 10 English or Year 10 HAP 

English. Year 10 Literature is designed as the foundation 

for VCE Literature. 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

‘Advance’ Surf Rescue - Mixed 

10ASR 
Advance is an excellent one-year school-based program 
developed by the Victorian Government that 
encourages students to get actively involved in their 
local community. This program aims to develop 
communication, teamwork and leadership in all the 
students involved.  
 

Students will have the opportunity to achieve the 
following certificates: Level 3 First Aid, Pool Lifeguard 
and the Community Coaching certificate from the 
Australian Sports Commission.  

Students will attend camps at Wilson’s Prom, Cathedral 
Ranges and Mornington Peninsula. They also participate 
in surfing and various other excursions. In addition, 
students will be involved in volunteer work with 
numerous local community organisations, requiring 
them to plan and run a community project with any of 
their choice. Students will design their own uniform (T 
shirt) to wear on all camps and excursions. All students 
participating in this course must be competent 
swimmers and enjoy being outside. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Advanced Health & Human 

Development 

10HHD 
This subject introduces students to the main concepts 

that will be covered in Unit 1-4 Health & Human 

Development. The following concepts will be covered 

in detail. 

• Dimensions of health and wellbeing 

• Indicators used to measure health status 

• Function/food sources of nutrients 

• Food selection models 

• Consequences of nutritional imbalance 

• Global health 

Exercise and Sport Science 

10ESS 
This subject introduces students to the main concepts 

that will be covered in Unit 1-4 Physical Education. 

The following concepts will be covered in detail. 

• Fitness Components 

• Energy Systems 

• Training Program and principles 

• Biomechanics/sport science 

Students will undertake a range of laboratory 

activities to support their understanding of the 

above concepts. 

A subject fee applies for this subject 

Personal Fitness 

10PER 
This subject introduces students to a wide range of 

training methods that improve multiple fitness 

components. Personal fitness is aimed at students who 

wish to increase their knowledge and understanding on 

training and fitness. Students will use their experiences 

throughout this elective to design their own training 

program that aims to improve specific training goals.  
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A variety of training methods including continuous, 

interval, flexibility, plyometrics, circuit and resistance 

(weight) training. Theory topics include, Fitness 

components, energy systems, training methods, training 

principles. 

Physical Education – Girls Only 

10PEG 
Students continue to build on their offensive and 

defensive skills, and their knowledge of strategies, 

tactics, and formations developed in Year 9. Students 

develop their leadership and communication skills by 

taking up coaching roles in a sport of their choice. In 

theory classes students further enhance their 

knowledge of the cardiovascular and respiratory 

systems, as well as develop an understanding of 

umpiring, coaching and feedback through the SEPEP 

unit. 

Physical Education – Boys Only 

10PEB 
Students continue to build on their offensive and 

defensive skills, and their knowledge of strategies, 

tactics, and formations developed in year 9. Students 

develop their leadership and communication skills by 

taking up coaching roles in a sport of their choice. In 

theory classes students further enhance their 

knowledge of the cardiovascular and respiratory 

systems, as well as develop an understanding of 

umpiring, coaching and feedback through the SEPEP 

unit. 

Game of Life – Compulsory Unit 

10GOL 
In this unit students develop a range of skills and 
experiences related to adolescent health and wellbeing 
as they transition into adult life. The key areas of focus 
are: 

• Job readiness and career development 

• Drug and Alcohol education 

• Sexual health and respectful relationships 

• Mental Health 
As a part of their job readiness journey, students will 
organise and complete a week of compulsory work 
experience within the community.  
Students also develop a wide range of valuable life skills 
that will equip them to handle the challenges of being 
an adolescent in today’s society. 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Education 

10OES 
This Semester long unit introduces students to some of 

the key concepts and themes covered in Units 1 to 4 of 

VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies, to allow for a 

smooth transition into VCE. Students will continue to 

develop initiative, leadership, teamwork and 

communication skills. They will also come to understand 

a sense of place and respect within outdoor 

environments, through participation in a range of 

outdoor experiences designed to aid and assist their 

current and future studies. Theory classes will focus on 

The Resilience, motivation and risk, indigenous culture, 

technology and sustainability. Practical activities include 

stand up paddle boarding, sea kayaking, camping, 

mountain bike riding and various other local excursions. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

 

BERWICK COLLEGE BASKETBALL 
ACADEMY 
Year 10 & 11: Basketball Academy 
10BBA & 11BBA 

Enrolment is by selection only. Please refer to 
www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/basketball-academy/ 

for further information. 
The Berwick College Basketball Academy is aimed at 

providing an integrated academic pathway driven by 

young students’ sporting aspirations.  

This elite program allows young student athletes to 

enhance and develop their sporting talent while 

concurrently receiving their secondary education. It is 

crucial to the Academy that the students’ academic 

pursuits are of the highest priority and that each 

student’s interest and aspiration in sport assists them in 

achieving excellent results both academically and 

athletically. 

Berwick College’s Basketball Academy is committed to 

providing strong pastoral care for all students, 

monitoring academic performance and achievement, 

and providing a unique, high quality specialised sports 

program allowing students to achieve their full potential 

in their selected sport. Students will develop skills that 

will create opportunities for career development.  

A subject charge applies to this unit 

 
 

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/basketball-academy/


 

www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au   17 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

Indonesian  

10IND 
Semester 1: This unit explores the language in more 

depth, building on the communication skills acquired in 

Years 7–9. Students will begin by comparing and 

contrasting aspects of everyday life within Indonesia 

with their own daily life in Australia. By the end of the 

semester students can read, write about and discuss 

housing, including the names of rooms and the family 

activities conducted in the various rooms as well as the 

unique and exciting street life and religious diversity 

found in Indonesia. They will also explore Indonesian 

dining culture and etiquette and develop the language 

skills required to interact appropriately in a dining 

situation.  

Semester 2: This unit focuses on preparing students for 

VCE Indonesian. This unit provides a relevant insight into 

healthcare, consumerism and rural versus city life in 

Indonesia.  

By the end of the semester students will be able to 

demonstrate their knowledge of healthcare by reading, 

writing about and discussing symptoms of injury and 

illnesses, and comparing modern and traditional 

medical treatments and facilities in Indonesia. They will 

also be able to negotiate commercial transactions, and 

compare and contrast life in rural and city Indonesia 

with that of their own lives. 

Victorian School of Languages 
The Victorian School of Languages also offer a range of 

language programs for students in years 1 - 12. Chinese, 

Hindi, Spanish and Swahili are currently offered at 

Berwick College.  

For more information visit https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/  

MATHEMATICS 

All year 10 students must complete a Mathematics unit 
in both semesters. Students should discuss their 
mathematical pathways with the careers advisor and 
their Year 9 class teacher prior to making their subject 
selection in Mathematics. Students will be placed in an 
appropriate Mathematics unit based on their year 9 
Mathematics exam result and subject results for both 
semesters, their year 9 Mathematics class teachers’ 
recommendation and in consultation with the 
Mathematics Domain Leader.  

To access Year 10 Consolidated Mathematics, students 
must successfully complete Year 9 Mathematics 
Semester One and Semester Two.  

To access Year 10 General Maths, students must achieve 
50% on both Year 9 Semester One and Semester Two 
Mathematics exams and successfully complete Year 9 
Mathematics Semester One and Semester Two. 

To access Year 10 Methods, students must achieve 70% 
on both Year 9 Semester One and Semester Two 
Mathematics exams and successfully complete Year 9 
Mathematics Semester One and Semester Two. 

Consolidated Mathematics 

10MAC 
Please note: This unit does NOT provide a pathway to 

VCE Mathematics. 

Pre-requisite: Students must have successfully 

completed Year 9 Mathematics both Semester One and 

Semester Two to be eligible for this subject 

Semester One: This unit builds on the skills and 

understandings developed from Year 9 and seeks to 

extend students’ knowledge of mathematical concepts 

with emphasis on how mathematical skills are used in all 

facets of society and employment.    

Topics include Measurement, Consumer Mathematics 

and Probability. Students complete an end of semester 

examination. See the Maths flow chart for pathways and 

requirements. 

Semester Two: This unit continues to build on the skills 

and understandings developed from Semester One and 

seeks to extend students’ knowledge with emphasis on 

how mathematical skills are used in all facets of our 

society and employment. Topics include Trigonometry, 

Graphing and Statistics. Students will complete an end 

of semester examination. See the Maths flow chart for 

pathways and requirements. 

General Mathematics  

10MAG 
Please note: This unit provides a pathway to Year 11 

General Maths and Year 12 Further Maths ONLY.  

VCE Mathematical Methods is NOT a recommended 

pathway from Year 10 General Mathematics. 

Pre-requisite: Students must have obtained a minimum 

of 50% in the Year 9 Semester One and Two 

Mathematics examinations and must have successfully 

completed Year 9 Mathematics Semester One and 

Semester Two to be eligible for this subject. 

Semester One: This unit builds on the skills and 

understandings developed in Year 9 and seeks to extend 

students’ knowledge of mathematical concepts through 

problem solving and applications. Topics include 

Geometry, Linear Relations and Equations, Indices, 

Measurement and Probability.  

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/
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Students will complete an end of semester examination. 

See Maths flow chart for pathways and requirements. 

 

Semester Two: This unit builds on the skills and 

understandings developed from Semester One and 

seeks to extend students’ knowledge of mathematical 

concepts through problem solving and applications. 

Topics include Trigonometry, Statistics, Matrices and 

Financial Mathematics. Students will complete an end of 

semester examination. See Maths flow chart for 

pathways and requirements. 

Maths Methods 

10MAM 
Please note: This unit progresses to VCE Further 

Mathematics or VCE Mathematical Methods or VCE 

Specialist Mathematics taken in conjunction with VCE 

Mathematical Methods. 

Pre-requisite: Students must have obtained at least 70% 

on the Year 9 Semester One and Semester Two 

Mathematics examinations and successfully completed 

Year 9 Mathematics Semester One and Semester Two to 

be eligible for this subject. 

Semester One:  This unit builds on the skills and 

understandings developed from Year 9 and seeks to 

extend students’ knowledge of mathematical concepts 

through problem solving and applications. Topics 

include Linear Equations and Graphs, Measurement, 

Probability, Indices and Surds. Students will complete an 

end of semester examination. See Maths flow chart for 

pathways and requirements. 

Semester Two: This unit further develops skills and 

understandings developed in Semester One and seeks 

to extend the depth of students’ knowledge of 

mathematical concepts through problem solving and 

applications.  

Topics include Quadratic Equations and Graphing, 

Polynomials, Logarithms, Trigonometry and Statistics. 

Students complete an end of semester examination.  

 

See the Maths flow chart for pathways and 

requirements. This unit generally progresses to VCE 

Further Mathematics or VCE Mathematical Methods or 

VCE Specialist Mathematics taken in conjunction with 

VCE Mathematical Methods. 
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PROGRESS & PATHWAYS IN MATHEMATIC 
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SCIENCE 

Year 10 Biology 

10BIO 
This unit is designed for students who have an interest 

in life sciences and the environment and are planning on 

taking VCE Biology in Years 11 and 12. During this course 

students investigate the structure and function of DNA, 

genetic inheritance, the theory of evolution by natural 

selection and how this explains the diversity of living 

things. They also study the interactions between living 

and non-living components of an ecosystem and global 

systems including the carbon and nitrogen cycles. Topics 

are explored using experiments, case studies and 

fieldwork investigations. It is recommended that 

students wishing to study VCE Biology obtain a subject 

result of 70% or higher in Year 10 Biology 

Year 10 Chemistry  

10CHE 
This unit is designed for students who have an interest 

in chemical sciences and are planning on taking VCE 

Chemistry in Years 11 and 12.During this course 

students investigate the structure of atoms and 

properties of elements and the periodic table. Students 

also investigate different types of chemical reactions 

and how they can be used to make useful products. 

Topics will be explored using experiments, case studies 

and investigations. It is recommended that students 

wishing to study VCE Chemistry obtain a subject result 

of 70% or higher in Year 10 Chemistry. It is also highly 

recommended that students study Maths Methods in 

Year 10 and Maths Methods in VCE. 

Year 10 Environmental Science 

10EVS 
This unit is designed for students who have an interest 

in the environment and are planning on taking VCE 

Environmental Science in Years 11 and 12. During this 

course students learn about how changing continents 

has resulted biodiversity. They will learn about 

ecosystems and the interactions within them, including 

biotic and abiotic factors. Students will explore global 

systems, such as climate change. All students will design 

an environment-based research task, to be completed 

incorporating excursions to nearby parks. Students will 

choose an area of interest, determine a hypothesis, 

collect data over a period of time ‘out in the field’ and 

present their information.  

It is recommended that students wishing to study VCE 

Environmental Science obtain a result of 70% or higher 

in year 10 Environmental Science.  

Year 10 Physics 

10PHY 
This unit is designed for students who have an interest 

in the physical sciences and are planning on taking VCE 

Physics in years 11 and 12.During this course students 

investigate and explain the motion of objects involving 

the interaction of forces and the exchange of energy and 

how these can be predicted using the laws of physics. 

They also study how the processes of heat transfer can 

explain energy flow in the Earth’s atmosphere. They 

investigate the features of the universe and study how 

the Big Bang theory can be used to explain the origin of 

the Universe. Topics are explored using experiments, 

case studies and investigations. It is recommended that 

students wishing to study VCE Physics obtain a subject 

result of 70% or higher in Year 10 Physics. It is also highly 

recommended that students study Maths Methods in 

Year 10 and Maths Methods in VCE.    

Introduction to Psychology 

10PSY 
This unit provides a broad introduction to Psychology 

including the systematic study of human thoughts, 

feelings and behaviour. Students explore the different 

fields of psychology that are practised and the pathways 

required to gain employment in this area.  

Students examine the ethics of Psychology as well as 

investigating some of Psychology’s most unethical 

experiments. They become familiar with the structure of 

the brain and nervous system. The final area of study is 

of mental illness where students will investigate an 

illness of their choice. 

HUMANITIES 

Geography: Environmental and 
Physical Geography 
10GE1 
This unit looks at the changes and management of our 
environment and how we respond to these challenges. 
Students will have the opportunity to look deeply into a 
wide range of global issues. They are to delve into the 
environmental, economic and technological factors that 
influence changes to our environment. They focus on 
issues such as; pollution, climate change, pests, 
deforestation and coastal change.  
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The students learn to think like ‘town planners, 
environmental managers and engineers” to study the 
scale of changes and plan effective solutions for the 
environment.  
They compare and contrast Australia with another 
country of their choice.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Geography: Contrasts in Living 
Conditions 
10GE2 
This unit looks at ‘An unequal world’. Students focus on 

‘human well-being’. They look at the stark contrast 

between the rich and the poor countries, where they are 

situated around the globe. They understand the reasons 

that cause people to live in ‘stark contrast’. Students 

learn how to measure the wellbeing of a country, why 

poverty exists, comparing and contrasting India and 

another Asian Pacific nation. Throughout their 

investigations, there will be a focus on HIV/AIDS (in less 

developed countries), Refugees, Indigenous Australians 

and how the world responds through government 

intervention, foreign aid and non-government 

organisations to assist those in need.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

History: Battles and bloodshed: 

Australians at War 1918-1945 
10HI1 
This unit looks at Australia in the modern world from 
1901 to 1945. Students consider broad inquiry topics 
including WWII and ‘Why Australians go to War’, 
including significant places they fought, their 
perspectives in these places. Students will look at 20th 
Century dictators; Stalin, Mussolini, Tojo and Hitler). 
Together they focus on the causes of war, the impact of 
war as well as prisoner of war camps. This includes a 
brief introduction to the Holocaust (explored in depth in 
Unit 1 VCE). The significance of World War II to 
Australia’s international relationships in the twentieth 
century, with particular reference to the Britain, the 
USA, Asia and United Nations is also explored. The 
students understand the significance of our past and 
how this shaped the Australia of today. 
 

History: From little things big things 

grow: Rights, Freedoms and popular 

culture in the Twentieth Century 

10HI2 
This unit will look at struggles and freedoms around the 

world in the 1960s and 1970’s for Australians, our 

indigenous people and the impact of global events, such 

as the Vietnam War, on a popular culture. Students will 

delve into the significance of the Human Rights 

Declaration, the causes and struggles of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islanders peoples and other minority 

groups around the world. They investigate social and 

cultural influences such as music, fashion, sport, 

education, health, post war and continuing migration 

during the 1970s. They explore the struggles, freedoms 

and rights around the world, such as the effect of the 

Cold War and the civil rights movement in the US in the 

1960s.  They also consider the struggles, freedoms and 

rights in Australia, including Aboriginal land rights and 

voting rights (Case Study: Mabo and the Native Title Act) 

and the Stolen Generation. 
 

Law & Order  

10LAW 
VOTE 1 LAW AND ORDER!  
This subject will focus on the government systems 
around the world. Students will look at how Australia’s 
political choices are shaped and explore our 
government’s role at a global level. The second half of 
the course sees students study the key features of 
Australia’s Court System and how civil and criminal 
disputes are handled. Areas of coverage over the 
semester include:  

• What shapes Australia’s political choices  
• Government’s role in foreign aid and 

peacekeeping  
• Australia’s legal obligations that shape policies  
• Legal obligations relating to Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples  
• Key features of Australia’s court hierarchy 

system  
• Jurisdiction of courts and how they resolve 

disputes  
• Civil and criminal offences  
• Key principles of Australia’s justice system  
• Equality before the law  

Students may have the opportunity to undertake the  
following activities:  

• Excursion to Dandenong Magistrates Court  
• View true crime story documentaries  
• Analyse Hollywood Crime films  

The unit consists of 5 periods per week with a variety of  
assessments including:  

• Research investigations  
• “You’re the lawyer” case study  
• Film analysis  
• Exam  

It is strongly recommended that students wishing to  
undertake VCE Legal Studies complete this elective, as it  
provides a strong foundation for the required  
knowledge. 
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Business Basics 

10BUS 
Have you ever dreamt of running your own successful 

business? The dream of running your own business is 

becoming more accessible. This unit allows students to 

examine the issues impacting the establishment, 

operation and evaluation of running a business. Areas of 

coverage include;  

- Standards of living in Australia and around the 

globe 

- Budgeting for a holiday 

- Measuring Australia’s Economic Performance 

- Measuring different Indicators of Economic 

Performance 

- Changes in work patterns and environments 

- Innovation and gaining a competitive 

advantage 

- Sustainability by businesses around the world 

- Financial Literacy and determining how 

businesses become successful 

This unit consists of five periods per week and includes 

a range of assessment tasks such as workbook tasks, 

investigation, case study, creation of a small business 

and the end of semester examination. Students may be 

given the opportunity to see the Eureka Tower to see 

their approach as a business in being sustainable. It is a 

strong recommendation from the commerce faculty 

that year 10 students wishing to undertake VCE Business 

Management, VCE Accounting and VET Small Business 

successfully complete Business Basics as their 

commerce pre-requisite.  

Commerce: Politics, People and Power 

10POL 
Have you ever wondered what ‘Power’ means? In 

People, Power & Politics, Year 10 students will have the 

opportunity to learn about people, groups and 

organisations that dominate Australian and modern 

world affairs, such as terrorist and global organisations, 

corporations and political parties. The course will 

investigate the relationship between people, the state 

and power in different contexts, and considers what it 

means to be Australian in a global age.   

Some of the topics covered include:  

• The rise of international terrorism 

• The influence of social media and fake news on 

our choices 

• North Korea under Kim Jong-Un 

• Modern global issues such as mass-migration 

and climate change 

• The power of corporations such as Samsung 

• How the world is organised through 

multinational organisations, such as the United 

Nations, World Bank and IMF 

• The role of political parties in Australian society 

• The course consists of 5 periods per week with 

a variety of activities and assessments 

including:  

• Case studies on 9/11 and terrorism. 

• Analysis of how social media and fake news 

influence people 

• Globalisation and the role and power of 

multinational organisations like Samsung and 

Walmart. 

• Research investigations on the influence and 

power of organisations around the world. 

Enrol in People, Power & Politics to understand what is 

happening in the world today, get a taste of VCE Politics 

and develop strong foundations for both VCE Politics 

and Legal Studies. 

Philosophy: Introduction to big ideas  

10PHI 

Have you ever wondered what exists beyond things that 

you see, why certain actions are considered right and 

wrong or whether you actually know what you think you 

know? If you have, then Philosophy is for you. In this 

unit you will explore some of life’s biggest questions and 

learn how to justify your ideas philosophically. You will 

be exposed to philosophy in film and television as well 

as text and challenged by some of the greatest 

philosophical minds ever to have existed. By the end of 

this unit you will have developed a world view that will 

inform the way you live your life. 

TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology: Reality 
Bytes—computers in the real world 
10ITR 
Students adopt or invent an organisation such as a 

sporting club, band or business and learn how to 

promote and support its day-to-day operations using a 

range of computer applications.  
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They design and produce a range of printed promotional 

materials. Students also record a radio advertisement, 

interview people and add sound effects and music. They 

develop a professional looking building plan for an 

organisation. Students design and draw a computer 

network to suit a client’s needs. They explore the 

workings of the Internet and then use Flash and 

Dreamweaver to produce an informative and 

entertaining website. Students dismantle a computer, 

identify the parts and then reassemble it back to 

working order. Students also learn about computer 

networks (LAN, WAN and Network configuration), 

concepts such as web conferencing, block chain and 

cloud technologies are also part of this course. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Inside Programming  

10ITP 
Learn some more advanced Visual Basic techniques — 

design, code and debug programs to solve some 

interesting problems. No prior knowledge required. 

Peek inside the workings of web pages and investigate 

HTML, JavaScript and style sheets to produce some 

powerful and surprising effects in your web browser!  

This unit will be a perfect introduction to aspects of VCE 

IT unit 2, as well as units 3 and 4, Software 

Development. 

Note that students wishing to do VCE Information 

Technology must complete at least one 10ITP. VCE units 

offered: unit 1 IT in Action, Unit 2 IT Pathways, Unit 3 

and 4 Informatics, Units 3 and 4 Software Development. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Digital Technology 

10DIT 
Students will spend a term covering topics such as how 
data is secured in a corporate setting. Students will 
study privacy and security requirements for obtaining 
and publishing data, along with how to reference 
correctly, and what functional or non-functional 
requirements are. They will analyse and visualize data, 
along with presenting this data online, such as crime 
statistics. Students will also interview key stakeholders 
in relation to their data.  
 
Students will study python code and HTML throughout 
both terms. This is a scripting language used for many 
different purposes such as web applications and 
scientific research.  

Companies like Google, Facebook and Reddit all use 
these coding languages in their infrastructure and web 
services. 
 

Students will spend the other term constructing robots 
such as a Fortressbot (based on Ballistas) and compete 
to knock down the enemy tower. They will build a robot 
and code it to chase and pop balloons, again competing 
against another team. They will build robots that are 
remote controlled that can move along gravel and pick 
objects up, or emulates a forklift. They will then use all 
of their combined knowledge to design, build and code 
their own robot. 

 
*There is no charge for this subject, however students 
will be required to have a subscription to Grok learning 
(online coding program) at the cost of $30. 

Design and Textiles: Pyjama Party 

10DTP 
Students respond to a design brief and follow a logical 

design process to ensure the best results in the finished 

product. They are set work that challenges their ability 

and builds on the skills previously learned. They learn 

how to take measurements and follow a commercial 

pattern. Fabrics are tested and investigated and their 

suitability for the required task is assessed prior to 

beginning production. Tasks may include: 

• Onesies/PJs, embellished 

• Garment designed for a specific purpose 

• Fashion illustration 

Students develop a design folio. This unit builds on skills 
previously learnt and forms an excellent basis Unit 1 
Technology Design Textiles. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Technology Design Wood  

10DTW 
This unit extends students in the areas of designing, 

planning, constructing and evaluating their own 

individual projects. Students develop skills in hand tools, 

portable equipment and machines. Students construct a 

chopping board, coffee table, and a clock. This unit is a 

good basis for students who wish to complete further 

studies in Units 1 and 2 VCE Design and Technology 

(Wood).  

Safe workshop practices are an integral part of the 

course. Students also complete a unit of computer aided 

drawing and design. Students may also be required to 

pay for extra materials depending on their choice of 

productions during the semester. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 
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Systems Technology Electronics 

10SYE 
Students investigate electronic and electrical systems. 

They then construct electronic and mechanical projects 

using a range of assembly techniques and 

manufacturing processes including laser cutting and 

engraving. Each project is evaluated for its effectiveness 

and performance. Students learn about electronic 

circuits, electrical components and soldering.  

Safe workshop practices are an integral part of the 

course.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Food Technology: Catering 

10FO1 
This unit aims to develop techniques in preparation of a 

range of foods for different occasions. Students are 

introduced to food service and other aspects of working 

in a catering business. The content of this unit focuses 

on:  

• Preparation of a range of menu items from 
appetisers, soups, entrees to main courses, 
desserts  

• Food presentation and garnishing 

• Building skills to enable students to work to a 
catering brief (timing, costing and quoting) 

• Major production—catering for a function and        
analysing the use of particular foods in recipes.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Food for the Future 

10FO2 
The aim of this subject is to enable students to become 

environmentally responsible and aware individuals. 

Students will be given the opportunity to design and 

produce products which meet a sustainability need 

within global or national food system contexts. 

They will develop an understanding of the choices we all 

need to make to “Save Our Planet.”   

Practical classes will be based around growing produce 

and expanding our current organic kitchen garden and 

cooking delicious food weekly.  

They will learn about practices we can all adopt to 

reduce our impact on the earth’s resources and develop 

a sustainable food system.  

Students will have the opportunity to discover and visit 

organisations who are leading the way in the areas of 

waste management, organic food production and food 

miles. Learning about the impact food production has 

on climate change and what each individual can 

contribute to make a difference by adopting practices 

students can carry through their everyday lives.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Cook for Your Life 

10FO3 
Haven’t you noticed that what you eat now is different 

to what you ate as a Year 7 student? In ten years’ time 

do you think your food needs will be the same as they 

are now? Join us in this great hands-on class to find out 

why our body requires different food needs at different 

times of our lives. We will cook and learn about the food 

that helps us to rest, work and play.  

A subject charge applies to this unit. 
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VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION (VCE) subjects  
 

Accounting 

11ACC & 12ACC 
Unit 1: Role of accounting in business 

This unit explores the establishment of a business and 

the role of accounting in the determination of business 

success or failure.  

It considers the importance of accounting information 

to stakeholders. Students analyse, interpret and 

evaluate the performance of the business using financial 

and non-financial information. They make 

recommendations regarding the suitability of a business 

as an investment. Students record financial data and 

prepare reports for service businesses owned by sole 

proprietors. Accounting procedures developed in each 

area of study (Units 1-4) incorporate the application of 

the Conceptual Framework and financial indicators to 

measure business performance, and take into account 

the range of ethical considerations faced by business 

owners when making decisions, including financial, 

social and environmental. 

Unit 2: Accounting and decision-making for a trading 

business 

In this unit students develop their knowledge of the 

accounting process for sole proprietors operating a 

trading business, with a focus on inventory, accounts 

receivable, accounts payable and non-current assets. 

Students use manual processes and ICT, including 

spreadsheets, to prepare historical and budgeted 

accounting reports. Students analyse and evaluate the 

performance of the business relating to inventory, 

accounts receivable, accounts payable and non-current 

assets. They use relevant financial and other 

information to predict, budget and compare the 

potential effects of alternative strategies on the 

performance of the business. Students develop and 

suggest to the owner strategies to improve business 

performance. 

 Unit 3: Financial accounting for a trading business 

This unit focuses on financial accounting for a trading 

business owned by a sole proprietor, and highlights the 

role of accounting as an information system.  

Students use the double entry system of recording 

financial data and prepare reports using the accrual 

basis of accounting and the perpetual method of 

inventory recording. Students develop their 

understanding of the accounting processes for 

recording and reporting and consider the effect of 

decisions made on the performance of the business.  

They interpret reports and information presented in a 

variety of formats and suggest strategies to the owner 

to improve the performance of the business. 

 Unit 4: Recording, reporting, budgeting and decision-

making 

In this unit students further develop their understanding 

of accounting for a trading business owned by a sole 

proprietor and the role of accounting as an information 

system. Students use the double entry system of 

recording financial data, and prepare reports using the 

accrual basis of accounting and the perpetual method of 

inventory recording. Both manual methods and ICT are 

used to record and report. Students extend their 

understanding of the recording and reporting process 

with the inclusion of balance day adjustments and 

alternative depreciation methods. They investigate both 

the role and importance of budgeting in decision-

making for a business. They analyse and interpret 

accounting reports and graphical representations to 

evaluate the performance of a business. From this 

evaluation, students suggest strategies to business 

owners to improve business performance. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Art 

11ART & 12ART 
Unit 1: Artworks, experience and meaning.  In this unit 

students focus on artworks as objects and examine how 

art elements, art principles, materials and techniques 

and artistic processes communicate meaning. They 

examine artists in different societies and cultures, and 

historical periods, and develop their own viewpoints 

about the meanings and messages of artworks. Students 

explore the practices of artists who have been inspired 

by ideas relating to personal and cultural identity. They 

study at least three artists and at least one artwork from 

each of the selected artists.  
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Students apply the Structural Framework and the 

Personal Framework to interpret the meanings and 

messages of artworks and to document the reflection of 

their own ideas and art making. They learn how to 

formulate and substantiate personal opinions about 

artworks. In their practical work, students explore areas 

of personal interest and the characteristics of materials, 

techniques and the art process. Students develop an 

understanding of the use of visual language to 

document their exploration and development of ideas, 

techniques and processes in a visual diary. 

Unit 2: Artworks and contemporary culture.  In this unit 

students use the Cultural Framework and the 

Contemporary Framework to examine the different 

ways that artists interpret and present social and 

personal issues in their artistic practice. They apply the 

Cultural Framework and the Contemporary Framework 

as appropriate to the selection of artworks. In students’ 

own artistic practice, they continue to use the art 

process and visual language to explore and experiment 

with materials and techniques and to develop personal 

and creative responses. They explore the way cultural 

contexts and contemporary ideas and approaches to art 

have influenced their artwork.  

Students investigate how artworks can be created as 

forms of expression for specific cultural and 

contemporary contexts. Students may research 

contemporary artworks, public art, community and 

collaborative artworks, art produced for festivals, 

newspaper cartoons, art prizes, curated exhibitions, 

performance art, ephemeral and environmental art and 

street art. Artworks can celebrate specific events, ideas 

or beliefs or they can commemorate people, 

institutions, social movements and events. Students use 

the Contemporary Framework to examine artworks 

from different periods of time and cultures. 

Contemporary art and ideas may involve diverse and 

alternative approaches to making and presenting art. 

These practices may also include practices of 

appropriation, collaboration, participation and 

questioning of the notion of authorship of artworks. 

Unit 3: Artworks, ideas and values.  In this unit students 

study selected artists who have produced works before 

1990 and since 1990. Students use the Analytical 

Frameworks (for analysing and interpreting the meaning 

of artworks.  

Applied together, these Analytical Frameworks enable 

students to appreciate how an artwork may contain 

different aspects and layers of meaning and to 

acknowledge the validity of diverse interpretations. 

Students apply imagination and creativity to develop 

their ideas through the art process and visual language. 

Their art making is supported through investigation, 

exploration and application of a variety of materials, 

techniques and processes. Students develop confidence 

in using the language and content of the Analytical 

Frameworks in their reflection of the structural, 

personal, cultural and contemporary aspects of their 

own developing artworks.  

In this unit, contemporary art is considered to be that 

which has been produced since 1990 and reflects the 

current way some artists create artworks with a new 

approach to media, techniques, purpose and 

presentation. Contemporary art and ideas may involve 

diverse and alternative approaches to making and 

presenting art. Diverse ideas and approaches are 

explored in relation to societal changes, including 

postmodernism, post colonialism, globalisation and 

environmental issues. 

Unit 4: Artworks, ideas and viewpoints.  In this unit 

students study artworks and develop and expand upon 

personal points of view. They support their point of view 

and informed opinions about art ideas and issues with 

evidence. They build their learning and conceptual 

understanding around the discussion of broad themes, 

ideas and issues related to the role of art in society and 

consider how ideas and issues are communicated 

through artworks. They discuss how art may affect and 

change the way people think. Sources should be 

reliable, recognised and relevant and reflect viewpoints 

that enrich the discussion about the artworks in relation 

to an art idea and related issues. From this research 

students choose an art idea and issue to explore. 

Students select the artwork/s of at least one artist not 

previously studied in Unit 3, and use this artwork/s and 

selected related commentaries and viewpoints to 

discuss the chosen art idea and related issues. In 

relation to their developing artwork, students continue 

to build upon the ideas and concepts begun in Unit 3 and 

further develop their artistic practice. They focus on the 

development of a body of work using the art process 

that demonstrates creativity and imagination, the 

evolution and resolution of ideas and the realisation of 

appropriate concepts, knowledge and skills. 
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At the end of this unit, students present a body of work 

and at least one finished artwork accompanied by 

documentation of artistic practice. Students select 

appropriate aspects of the Analytical Frameworks as a 

structure for the reflection and documentation of their 

artworks. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Biology 

11BIO & 12BIO 
Unit 1: How do living things stay alive?  In this unit 

students are introduced to some of the challenges to an 

organism in sustaining life. Students examine the cell as 

the structural and functional unit of life, from the single 

celled to the multicellular organism, and the 

requirements for sustaining cellular processes in terms 

of inputs and outputs. They analyse types of adaptations 

that enhance the organism’s survival in a particular 

environment and consider the role homeostatic 

mechanisms play in maintaining the internal 

environment. Students investigate how a diverse group 

of organisms form a living interconnected community 

that is adapted to, and utilises, the abiotic resources of 

its habitat. The role of a keystone species in maintaining 

the structure of an ecosystem is explored. Students 

consider how the planet’s biodiversity is classified and 

the factors that affect the growth of a population.  

A student practical investigation related to the survival 

of an organism or species is undertaken in Area of Study 

3. The investigation draws on content from Area of 

Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.  

 

Unit 2: How is continuity of life maintained? Students 

focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of 

biological information from generation to generation. 

Students learn that all cells are derived from pre-existing 

cells through the cell cycle. They examine the process of 

DNA replication and compare cell division in both 

prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. Students explore 

the mechanisms of asexual and sexual reproductive 

strategies, and consider the advantages and 

disadvantages of these two types of reproduction. The 

role of stem cells in the differentiation, growth, repair 

and replacement of cells in humans is examined, and 

their potential use in medical therapies is considered.  

 

 

 

Students use chromosome theory and terminology from 

classical genetics to explain the inheritance of 

characteristics, analyse patterns of inheritance, 

interpret pedigree charts and predict outcomes of 

genetic crosses.  

They explore the relationship between genes, the 

environment and the regulation of genes in giving rise 

to phenotypes. They consider the role of genetic 

knowledge in decision making about the inheritance of 

autosomal dominant, autosomal recessive and sex-

linked genetic conditions. In this context the uses of 

genetic screening and its social and ethical issues are 

examined.  

A student-directed research investigation into, and 

communication of, an issue related to genetics and/or 

reproductive science is to be undertaken in Area of 

Study 3. The investigation draws on content from Area 

of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.  

 
Unit 3: How do cells maintain life? The cell is a dynamic 

system of interacting molecules that de ne life. An 

understanding of the workings of the cell enables an 

appreciation of both the capabilities and the limitations 

of living organisms whether animal, plant, fungus or 

microorganism. The convergence of cytology, genetics 

and biochemistry makes cell biology one of the most 

rapidly evolving disciplines in contemporary biology. In 

this unit students investigate the workings of the cell 

from several perspectives. They explore the importance 

of the insolubility of the plasma membrane in water and 

its differential permeability to specific solutes in 

defining the cell, its internal spaces and the control of 

the movement of molecules and ions in and out of such 

spaces. Students consider base pairing specificity, the 

binding of enzymes and substrates, the response of 

receptors to signalling molecules and reactions between 

antigens and antibodies to highlight the importance of 

molecular interactions based on the complementary 

nature of specific molecules. Students study the 

synthesis, structure and function of nucleic acids and 

proteins as key molecules in cellular processes. They 

explore the chemistry of cells by examining the nature 

of biochemical pathways, their components and energy 

transformations. Cells communicate with each other 

using a variety of signalling molecules. Students 

consider the types of signals, the transduction of 

information within the cell and cellular responses.  

http://www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au/


 

www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au  28 

At this molecular level students study the human 

immune system and the interactions between its 

components to provide immunity to a specific antigen.  

Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges 

over time? In this unit students consider the continual 

change and challenges to which life on Earth has been 

subjected. They investigate the relatedness between 

species and the impact of various change events on a 

population’s gene pool. The accumulation of changes 

over time is considered as a mechanism for biological 

evolution by natural selection that leads to the rise of 

new species. Students examine change in life forms 

using evidence from palaeontology, biogeography, 

developmental biology and structural morphology. They 

explore how technological developments in the fields of 

comparative genomics, molecular homology and 

bioinformatics have resulted in evidence of change 

through measurements of relatedness between species. 

Students examine the structural and cognitive trends in 

the human fossil record and the interrelationships 

between human biological and cultural evolution. The 

biological consequences, and social and ethical 

implications, of manipulating the DNA molecule and 

applying biotechnologies is explored for both the 

individual and the species. A student practical 

investigation related to cellular processes and/or 

biological change and continuity over time is 

undertaken in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both 

Units 3 and 4, and is assessed in Unit 4, Outcome 3. The 

findings of the investigation are presented in a scientific 

poster format.  

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Business Management 

11BUS & 12BUS 
Unit 3: Managing a Business. In this unit students 

explore the key processes and issues concerned with 

managing a business efficiently and effectively to 

achieve the business objectives. Students examine the 

different types of businesses and their respective 

objectives. They consider corporate culture, 

management styles, management skills and the 

relationship between each of these. Students 

investigate strategies to manage both staff and business 

operations to meet objectives.  

 

Students develop an understanding of the complexity 

and challenge of managing businesses and through the 

use of contemporary business case studies from the 

past four years have the opportunity to compare 

theoretical perspectives with current practice. 

Unit 4: Transforming a Business. Businesses are under 

constant pressure to adapt and change to meet their 

objectives. In this unit students consider the importance 

of reviewing key performance indicators to determine 

current performance and the strategic management 

necessary to position a business for the future. Students 

study a theoretical model to undertake change, and 

consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the 

most efficient and effective way to improve business 

performance. They investigate the importance of 

leadership in change management.  

Using a contemporary business case study from the past 

four years, students evaluate business practice against 

theory. 

Chemistry 

11CHE & 12CHE 
Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be 

explained? The development and use of materials for 

specific purposes is an important human endeavour. In 

this unit students investigate the chemical properties of 

a range of materials from metals and salts to polymers 

and nanomaterials. Using their knowledge of elements 

and atomic structure students explore and explain the 

relationships between properties, structure and 

bonding forces within and between particles that vary in 

size from the visible, through nanoparticles, to 

molecules and atoms. Students examine the 

modification of metals, assess the factors that affect the 

formation of ionic crystals and investigate a range of 

non-metallic substances from molecules to polymers 

and giant lattices and relate their structures to specific 

applications. Students are introduced to quantitative 

concepts in chemistry including the mole concept. They 

apply their knowledge to determine the relative masses 

of elements and the composition of substances. 

Students will use chemistry terminology including 

symbols, formulas, chemical nomenclature and 

equations to represent and explain observations and 

data from experiments, and to discuss chemical 

phenomena. 
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Unit 2: What makes water such a unique chemical? 

Water is the most widely used solvent on Earth. In this 

unit students explore the physical and chemical 

properties of water, the reactions that occur in water 

and various methods of water analysis. Students 

examine the polar nature of a water molecule and the 

intermolecular forces between water molecules. They 

explore the relationship between these bonding forces 

and the physical and chemical properties of water. In 

this context students investigate solubility, 

concentration, pH and reactions in water including 

precipitation, acid-base and redox. Students are 

introduced to stoichiometry and to analytical 

techniques and instrumental procedures, and apply 

these to determine concentrations of different species 

in water samples, including chemical contaminants. 

They use chemistry terminology including symbols, 

units, formulas and equations to represent and explain 

observations and data from experiments, and to discuss 

chemical phenomena. Students explore the solvent 

properties of water in a variety of contexts and analyse 

selected issues associated with substances dissolved in 

water. 

Unit 3: How can chemical processes be designed to 

optimise efficiency? The global demand for energy and 

materials is increasing with world population growth. In 

this unit students explore energy options and the 

chemical production of materials with reference to 

efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation of their 

impact on the environment. Students compare and 

evaluate different chemical energy resources, including 

fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic cells and fuel cells. They 

investigate the combustion of fuels, including the 

energy transformations involved, the use of 

stoichiometry to calculate the amounts of reactants and 

products involved in the reactions, and calculations of 

the amounts of energy released and their 

representations. Students consider the purpose, design 

and operating principles of galvanic cells, fuel cells and 

electrolytic cells. In this context they use the 

electrochemical series to predict and write half and 

overall redox equations, and apply Faraday’s laws to 

calculate quantities in electrolytic reactions. Students 

analyse manufacturing processes with reference to 

factors that influence their reaction rates and extent.  

 

They investigate and apply the equilibrium law and Le 

Chatelier’s principle to different reaction systems, 

including to predict and explain the conditions that will 

improve the efficiency and percentage yield of chemical 

processes. They use the language and conventions of 

chemistry including symbols, units, chemical formulas 

and equations to represent and explain observations 

and data collected from experiments, and to discuss 

chemical phenomena.  

Unit 4: How are organic compounds categorised, 

analysed and used? The carbon atom has unique 

characteristics that explain the diversity and number of 

organic compounds that not only constitute living 

tissues but are also found in the fuels, foods, medicines 

and many of the materials we use in everyday life. In this 

unit students investigate the structural features, 

bonding, typical reactions and uses of the major families 

of organic compounds including those found in food. 

Students study the ways in which organic structures are 

represented and named. They process data from 

instrumental analyses of organic compounds to confirm 

or deduce organic structures, and perform volumetric 

analyses to determine the concentrations of organic 

chemicals in mixtures.  

Students consider the nature of the reactions involved 

to predict the products of reaction pathways and to 

design pathways to produce particular compounds from 

given starting materials. Students investigate key food 

molecules through an exploration of their chemical 

structures, the hydrolytic reactions in which they are 

broken down and the condensation reactions in which 

they are rebuilt to form new molecules. In this context 

the role of enzymes and coenzymes in facilitating 

chemical reactions is explored. Students use calorimetry 

as an investigative tool to determine the energy 

released in the combustion of foods. A student practical 

investigation related to energy and/or food is 

undertaken in either Unit 3 or in Unit 4, or across both 

Units 3 and 4, and is assessed in Unit 4, Outcome 3. The 

findings of the investigation are presented in a scientific 

poster format.  

Due to the mathematical nature of the Chemistry course 

it is recommended that students are successfully 

completing Maths Methods in combination with VCE 

Chemistry. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 
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English 

11ENG & 12ENG 
Year 11 students can study English or Literature or both 

at once.  

VCE English is designed to meet the needs of students 

with a broad range of competencies and aspirations. It 

is intended to build on students’ literacy skills, 

developing their critical and creative thinking, listening 

and oral proficiency and ability to produce analytical and 

creative texts. The course is also designed to develop 

students’ personal skills, promoting confidence, the 

ability to effectively communicate and an understanding 

of the world, past and present, locally and globally.  

 

Units 1 and 2: Students are exposed to a range of texts, 

including written and multimodal (film). They are 

encouraged to actively engage in discussions which 

foster enjoyment, comprehension and critical analysis 

of the texts, with listening, speaking, viewing, reading 

and writing skills being the focus for development. 

Assessment will cover responding to texts analytically 

and creatively, comparing two texts’ ideas and 

concerns, analysing the argument and language in 

persuasive texts and presenting points-of-view on issues 

orally and in writing. 

 

Units 3 and 4: Students will respond to four set literary 

texts, as drawn from the official annual VCAA list, as well 

as current media texts. Skills developed in Units 1 and 2 

will be consolidated and further enhanced through the 

in-depth study of these texts, preparing students for the 

assessment tasks and the end-of-year exam. 

Assessment will cover responding to texts analytically 

and creatively, comparing two texts’ ideas and 

concerns, analysing the argument and language in 

persuasive texts and presenting points-of-view on issues 

orally and in writing. 

 

English as an Additional Language 

11EAL01 & 12EAL01 
There are specific eligibility requirements for English as 

an Additional Language (EAL). Please see the page 3 of 

the VCE and VCAL Administrative Handbook 2019.  

 

 

English Language 

11ENL 
Must be selected with Year 11 Mainstream English. 

VCE English Language explores the ways in which 

language is used by individuals and groups through 

the observation and discussion of contemporary 

language in use, as well as the consideration of a 

range of written and spoken texts.   

Unit 1: Language and communication: Language is 

an essential aspect of human behaviour and the means 

by which individuals relate to the world, to each other 

and to the communities of which they are members. In 

this unit, students consider the way language is 

organised so that its users have the means to make 

sense of their experiences and to interact with others. 

Students explore the various functions of language and 

the nature of language as an elaborate system of signs. 

The relationship between speech and writing as the 

dominant modes of language and the impact of 

situational and cultural contexts on language choices 

are also considered. Students investigate children’s 

ability to acquire language and the stages of language 

acquisition across a range of subsystems. 

Unit 2: Language change: In this unit, students focus on 

language change. Languages are dynamic and language 

change is inevitable and a continuous process. Students 

consider factors contributing to change over time in the 

English language and factors contributing to the spread 

of English. They explore texts from the past and the 

present, considering how all subsystems of the language 

system are affected. Attitudes to language change vary 

considerably and these are also considered. 

In addition to developing an understanding of how 

English has been transformed over the centuries, 

students explore the various possibilities for the future 

of English. They consider how the global spread of 

English has led to a diversification of the language and 

the cultural repercussions of the spread of English.  
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Environmental Science 

11EVS  
Unit 1: How are Earth’s systems connected? In this unit 

students examine Earth as a set of four interacting 

systems: the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and 

lithosphere. Students apply a systems perspective when 

exploring the physical requirements for life in terms of 

inputs and outputs, and consider the effects of natural 

and human-induced changes in ecosystems. They 

investigate the physical environment and its 

components, the function of local ecosystems and the 

interactions that occur in and between ecological 

components over different timescales. Students 

consider how the biotic and abiotic components of local 

ecosystems can be monitored and measured. A student 

practical investigation related to ecosystem monitoring 

and/or change is undertaken in this unit. The 

investigation draws on content from Area of Study 1 

and/or Area of Study 2. 

Unit 2: How can pollution be managed? In this unit 

students explore the concept of pollution and 

associated impacts on Earth’s four systems through 

global, national and local perspectives. They distinguish 

between wastes, contaminants and pollutants and 

examine the characteristics, measurement and 

management of pollution. They analyse the effects of 

pollutants on the health of humans and the 

environment over time. Students consider the rules for 

use, treatment and disposal of pollutants and evaluate 

the different perspectives of those who are affected by 

pollutants. They explore the significance of technology, 

government initiatives, communities and individuals in 

redressing the effects of pollutants, and consider how 

values, beliefs and evidence affect environmental 

decision making. Pollutants can be produced through 

natural and human activities and can generate adverse 

effects for living and non-living things when released 

into ecosystems. Students examine how pollutant 

effects produced in one of Earth’s four systems may 

have an impact on the other systems. They explore the 

factors that affect the nature and impact of pollution 

including pollutant sources, transport mechanisms and 

potential build-up due to long-term or repeated 

exposure. Students compare three pollutants of 

national and/or global significance with reference to 

their effects in the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere 

and lithosphere, and discuss management options.  

Students undertake an in-depth case study of the 

management strategies that apply to a pollutant of local 

concern related to ecosystem monitoring and/or 

change. The investigation draws on content from Area 

of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 

12EVS 

Unit 3: In this unit students focus on environmental 

management through the examination and application 

of sustainability principles. They explore the value and 

management of the biosphere by examining the 

concept of biodiversity and the services provided to all 

living things. They analyse the processes that threaten 

biodiversity and apply scientific principles in evaluating 

biodiversity management strategies for a selected 

threatened endemic species. Students use a selected 

environmental science case study with reference to the 

principles of sustainability and environmental 

management to explore management at an Earth 

systems scale, including impact on the atmosphere, 

biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere. 

Unit 4: In this unit students analyse the social and 

environmental impacts of energy production and use on 

society and the environment. They explore the 

complexities of interacting systems of water, air, land 

and living organisms that influence climate, focusing on 

both local and global scales, and consider long-term 

consequences of energy production and use. Students 

examine scientific concepts and principles associated 

with energy, compare efficiencies of the use of 

renewable and non-renewable energy resources, and 

consider how science can be used to reduce the impacts 

of energy production and use. They distinguish between 

natural and enhanced greenhouse effects and discuss 

their impacts on living things and the environment, 

including climate change. 

A subject charge applies to these units. 

Dance 

11DAN & 12DAN 
Unit 1 

 

In this unit students explore the potential of the body as 

an instrument of expression. They learn about and 

develop physical skills. Students discover the diversity of 

expressive movement by exploring movement 

categories, and commence the process of developing a 
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personal movement vocabulary. They also begin to 

develop skills in documenting and analysing movement 

and develop understanding of how choreographers use 

these processes. 

Knowledge of physiology, including care and 

maintenance of the body, is applied to the execution of 

body actions through the safe application of physical 

skills. Students develop and perform movement studies 

and dances with unified compositions created through a 

range of movement creation processes.  

They discuss influences on their own dance backgrounds 

and on the expressive intentions and movement 

vocabulary in their own dances. 

 
Unit 2 
This unit focuses on expanding students’ personal 

movement vocabulary and choreographic skills through 

the exploration of the elements of movement: time, 

space and energy and the study of form. Students apply 

their understanding of form and the expressive capacity 

of the elements of movement to the dance-making and 

performing processes involved in choreographing and 

performing their own dance works and dance works 

created by others. 

Students are also introduced to dance traditions, styles 

and works.  

Students also analyse and discuss the communication of 

their own and other choreographers’ intentions, 

through the structuring of form, and the choreographic 

and expressive use of the elements of movement. This 

analysis supports students’ understanding of the link 

between theoretical and practical aspects of each area 

of study. 

Unit 3 
This unit focuses on choreography, rehearsal and 

performance of a solo dance work and involves the 

execution of a diverse range of movement categories 

and use of performance skills. Students also learn a 

group dance work created by another choreographer. 

The dance-making and performance processes involved 

in choreographing, rehearsing and performing the solo 

dance work, and learning, rehearsing and performing 

the learnt group dance work are analysed. This analysis 

connects each student’s own work as a choreographer 

to the work of professional choreographers. Students 

further develop their understanding of choreographic 

skills through an analysis of ways that the expressive 

intentions chosen by choreographers of twentieth 

and/or twenty-first century solo dance works Students 

analyse the dance design and use of movement 

vocabulary of selected works, as well as consider 

influences on the choreographers’ choice of expressive 

intention, and production aspects of the dance works. 

 
Unit 4 
This unit focuses on choreography, rehearsal and 
performance of a unified solo dance work. When 
rehearsing and performing this work students focus on 
expressive and accurate execution of choreographic 
variations of spatial organisation and demonstration of 
artistry in performance. Students also document and 
analyse the dance-making and performance processes 
involved in the choreography, rehearsal and 
performance of the solo dance work. Students’ 
understanding of choreographic skills is also developed 
and refined through an analysis of ways in which the 
choreographers’ intention can be expressed through the 
manipulation of different types of group structures. 
These include unison, canon, contrast, symmetrical and 
asymmetrical groupings and formations. Students also 
analyse the use of the elements of spatial organisation 
– direction, level, eye/body focus and dimension – in a 
group dance work by a twentieth and/or twenty-first 
century choreographer. Influences on choices made by 
choreographers in these works are also studied. 
 

Product Design and Technology Wood 

or Textiles 

11DTW & 12DTW or 11DTT & 12DTT 
Both Design and Technology (Wood) and Design and 
Technology (Textiles)  are offered but students can only 
select one or the other as these subjects both have the 
same study design 
In VCE product design and technology students assume 

the role of a designer-maker. In adopting this role, they 

acquire and apply knowledge of factors that influence 

design.  They will select and use materials such as wood, 

metals, plastics or textiles to produce a three 

dimensional product that is innovative, demonstrates 

their skill in construction and their ability to research 

and respond to a design brief. 

Assessment for Units 1 to 4 will be based on a folio of 

work that will be generated in response to a design 

brief. All stages of the product design process will be 

evident in the folio.  

Production work will be carried out safely using the 

selected material/s and high quality finish is expected. 

The finished product and work processes will be 

evaluated. 
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Unit 1: Sustainable product redevelopment. This unit 

focuses on analysing, modifying and improving a 

product’s design. Students will do this by considering 

the materials used and issues such as sustainability. 

Students will produce a redesigned product using tools, 

equipment, machines and materials. It will be compared 

to the original and evaluated against the needs outlined 

in a design brief.  

Students will learn about practices used by designers 

and the importance of acknowledging the Intellectual 

Property of the original designer. 

 

Unit 2: Collaborative design. Teamwork encourages 

communication between students and mirrors 

professional design practice. The use of ICT for 

communication will be explored. This unit challenges 

students to work in teams to design and develop an item 

in a product range or contribute to the design, planning 

and production of a group project. Students are able to 

gain inspiration from historical, cultural or style trends. 

They will work with their team to design and produce a 

product range based on a theme. They will research and 

refer to their chosen style or design movement. The 

finished product/s will be evaluated individually and / or 

by the group. 

 

Unit 3: Applying the product design process. Students 

will work through the stages of the design and 

development process to create a product that meets the 

needs and expectations of a client.  Students will 

prepare a design brief. They will use this as a 

springboard to direct research and design activities. 

Students will examine a range of factors, including new 

and emerging technologies, international and Australian 

standards, and the design and development of products 

within industrial manufacturing settings. They consider 

issues associated with obsolescence and sustainability 

models. This design and development process will be 

commenced during Unit 3 but will be completed and 

evaluated in Unit 4. 

 

Unit 4: Product development and evaluation. In this 

unit students learn that evaluations are made at various 

points of product design, development and production.  

 

Students use comparative analysis and evaluation 

methods to make judgments about commercial product 

design and development. Students continue to develop 

and safely manufacture the product designed in Unit 3, 

Outcome 3, using materials, tools, equipment and 

machines, and record and monitor the production 

processes and modifications to the production plan and 

product. Students evaluate the effectiveness and 

efficiency of techniques they used and the quality of 

their product with reference to evaluation criteria and 

client and/or end-user feedback. Students make 

judgments about possible improvements. They produce 

an informative presentation to highlight the product’s 

features to the client and/or an end-user and explain its 

care requirements. 

Future pathways. 

VCE Product Design and Technology can provide a 

pathway to a range of related fields such as industrial, 

product, interior and exhibition design, engineering, and 

fashion, furniture, jewellery, textile and ceramic design 

at both professional and vocational levels (e.g. building 

and manufacturing). VCE Product Design and 

Technology can inform sustainable behaviours and 

develop technical skills to present multiple solutions to 

everyday life situations. It contributes to creating 

confident and unique problem solvers and project 

managers well equipped to deal with the multi-

disciplinary nature of modern workplaces. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Students will be required to purchase their own fabric 

and patterns for major projects. Cost constraints will be 

applied. Guidance will be given in the selection of 

patterns. 

Food Studies 

11FOO & 12FOO 
VCE Food Studies is designed to build the capacities of 

students to make informed food choices. Students 

develop their understanding of food while acquiring 

skills that enable them to take greater ownership of 

their food decisions and eating patterns. This study 

complements and supports further training and 

employment opportunities in the fields of food 

technology, food manufacturing and hospitality. 

UNIT 1: FOOD ORIGINS. This unit focuses on food from 

historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate 

the origins and roles of food through time and across the 

world. In Area 1 of Unit 1 students explore how 

humanity has historically sourced its food, examining 

the general progression from hunter-gatherer to rural-

based agriculture, to today’s urban living and global 

trade in food.  
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Students consider the origins and significance of food 

through inquiry into particular food- producing regions 

of the world. In Area 2 of Unit 1 students focus on 

Australia. They look at Australian Indigenous food prior 

to European settlement and how food patterns have 

changed since, particularly through the influence of 

food production, processing and manufacturing 

techniques as well as through immigration. Students 

investigate cuisines that are part of Australia’s culinary 

identity today and reflect on the concept of an 

Australian cuisine. 

UNIT 2: FOOD MAKERS. In this unit students investigate 

food systems in contemporary Australia. In Area 1 of 

Unit 2 the focus is on commercial food production 

industries while the emphasis of Area of 2 of Unit 2 is 

investigating food production in small-scale domestic 

settings as both a comparison and complement to 

commercial production. Students gain an insight into 

the significance of food industries to the Australian 

economy as well as investigating the capacity of industry 

to provide safe high quality food that meets the needs 

of consumers. Students use practical skills and 

knowledge to produce foods and consider a range of 

evaluation measures to compare their foods to 

commercial products. They consider the effective 

provision and preparation of food in the home and 

analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and 

using practical food skills in daily life. In demonstrating 

their practical skills, students design new food products 

and adapt recipes to suit particular needs and 

circumstances. Students consider the possible extension 

of their role as small-scale food producers by exploring 

potential entrepreneurial opportunities. 

UNIT 3: FOOD IN DAILY LIFE. This unit investigates the 

many roles and everyday influences of food. In Area 1 of 

Unit 3 students explore the science of food: our physical 

need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms 

our bodies. Students investigate the physiology of 

eating and appreciating food and the microbiology of 

digestion. Students also investigate the functional 

properties of food and the changes that occur during 

food preparation and cooking. Students use a range of 

Food Models to further develop their understanding of 

nutrient requirements that will lead to the 

establishment of healthy, lifelong eating patterns. In 

Area 2 of Unit 3 influences on food choices, eating 

patterns and behaviours is studied within social 

environments.  

Students investigate, the role of food in shaping and 

expressing identity and connectedness, as well as the 

influence of media in providing information which can 

be filtered and manipulated.  

UNIT 4: FOOD ISSUES, CHALLENGES AND FOOD 

FUTURES. Students examine debates about global and 

Australian food systems. Area 1 of Unit 4 focuses on 

issues about the environment, ecology, ethics, farming 

practices, the development of technologies and the 

challenges of food security, food safety, food wastage 

and the use and management of water and land. 

Students research a selected topic, seeking clarity on 

current situations and points of view, considering 

solutions as well as analysing work undertaken to solve 

problems and support sustainable futures. Area 2 of 

Unit 4 focuses on individual responses to food 

information [as well as misinformation] and the 

development of food knowledge, skills and habits to 

empower consumers to make discerning food choices. 

Students consider how to assess information and draw 

evidence-based conclusions. They apply this 

methodology to navigate contemporary food fads, 

trends and diets. Students practise and improve their 

food selection skills by interpreting food labels and 

analysing the marketing terms used on food packaging. 

The practical component of this unit provides students 

with opportunities to apply their responses to 

environmental and ethical food issues as well as to 

extend their food production repertoire reflecting the 

Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide 

to Healthy Eating. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Geography 

11GEO & 12GEO 
Unit 1: Hazards & Disasters.  
Students develop a sense of wonder and curiosity about 
people, culture and environments throughout the world 
and develop knowledge and understanding of 
geographic phenomena at a range of spatial scales. They 
develop their ability to think and communicate 
geographically. 
In this unit students undertake an overview of hazards 
before investigating two contrasting types of hazards 
and the responses to them by people. Hazards represent 
the potential to cause harm to people and/or the 
environment whereas disasters are judgments about 
the impacts of hazard events.  
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Students examine the processes, causes and impacts, 
human responses to events and interconnections 
between human activities and natural phenomena. This 
unit investigates how people have responded to specific 
types of hazards. Students complete a report on 
bushfires, after completing a compulsory fieldwork 
investigation 

 

Unit 2: Tourism. In this area of study students examine 
the characteristics of tourism, the location and 
distribution of different types of tourism and tourist 
destinations and the factors affecting different types of 
tourism. Students support this investigation with 
contrasting examples from within Australia and 
elsewhere in the world. They investigate in detail at 
least one tourism location using appropriate fieldwork 
techniques, and one other location elsewhere in the 
world Students explore the environmental, economic 
and socio-cultural impacts of different types of tourism. 
Students evaluate the effectiveness of measures taken 
to enhance the positive impacts and/or to minimise the 
negative impacts at these locations. Students 
investigate the interconnection of the two selected 
locations with their surrounding region and national 
context. Students complete compulsory fieldwork in this 
unit. 

 

Unit 3: Changing the land. Students study land use and 
land cover across the globe. They investigate three 
major processes that are changing land cover in many 
regions of the world (Deforestation, Desertification and 
Melting glaciers and Ice sheets). Students select a local 
area and use appropriate fieldwork techniques and 
secondary sources to investigate the processes and 
impacts of land use change. This change may have 
recently occurred, is underway or is planned for the near 
future. They analyse processes, explain their impacts on 
land cover and discuss responses to these land cover 
changes at three different locations in the world – one 
location for each process. They also evaluate three 
different global responses to the impacts of land cover 
change, one global response for each process. 
Unit 4: Human Population – Trends & Issues 

Students undertake an overview of world population 

distribution and growth before investigating the 

dynamics of population change over time and space. 

Students investigate growth and decline in fertility and 

mortality, together with population trends.  

They look at various population issues and challenges 

and investigate two significant population trends that 

have developed in different parts of the world; a 

growing population of one country and an ageing 

population of another country.  

Students place these trends and resulting issues and 

challenges in their world regional context. They will look 

at Meeting healthcare and social service needs.  

Students investigate issues arising from each population 

trend, the challenges that arise in coping with the issues, 

and their interconnection with population dynamics. 

They evaluate the effectiveness of strategies in 

response to these issues and challenges strategies can 

be selected from government and/or non-government 

organisations within each selected country. 

A subject charge applies to these units. 

Health and Human Development 

11HHD & 12HHD 
 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing  
This unit looks at health and wellbeing as a concept with 
varied and evolving perspectives and definitions. It takes 
the view that health and wellbeing are subject to a wide 
range of contexts and interpretations, with different 
meanings for different people. In this unit students 
identify personal perspectives and priorities relating to 
health and wellbeing, and enquire into factors that in 
influence health attitudes, beliefs and practices, 
including among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. 
They build health literacy through interpreting and using 
data, through investigating the role of food, and through 
extended inquiry into one youth health focus area.  

Unit 2: Managing health and development  
This unit investigates transitions in health and 
wellbeing, and development, from lifespan and societal 
perspectives. Students look at changes and expectations 
that are part of the progression from youth to 
adulthood.  Students enquire into the Australian 
healthcare system and extend their capacity to access 
and analyse health information. They investigate the 
challenges and opportunities presented by digital media 
and health technologies, and consider issues 
surrounding the use of health data and access to quality 
health care.  

Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world  

This unit looks at health, wellbeing and illness as 
multidimensional, dynamic and subject to different 
interpretations and contexts. Students begin to explore 
health and wellbeing as a global concept and to take a 
broader approach to inquiry. Area of Study 2 focuses on 
health promotion and improvements in population 
health over time.  
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Students look at various public health approaches and 
the interdependence of different models as they 
research health improvements and evaluate successful 
programs.  

While the emphasis is on the Australian health system, 
the progression of change in public health approaches 
should be seen within a global context.  

Unit 4: Health and human development in a global 
context  
This unit examines health and wellbeing, and human 
development in a global context. Students use data to 
investigate health status and burden of disease in 
different countries, exploring factors that contribute to 
health inequalities between and within countries, 
including the physical, social and economic conditions in 
which people live. Students build their understanding of 
health in a global context through examining changes in 
burden of disease over time and studying the key 
concepts of sustainability and human development. 
They consider the health implications of increased 
globalisation and worldwide trends relating to climate 
change, digital technologies, world trade and the mass 
movement of people. Area of Study 2 looks at global 
action to improve health and wellbeing and human 
development, focusing on the United Nations’ (UN’s) 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the work of 
the World Health Organization (WHO). Students also 
investigate the role of non-government organisations 
and Australia’s overseas aid program.  
 

History 

11HIS & 12HIS 

Unit 1: Students explore the nature of political, social 
and cultural change in the period between the world 
wars. Students explore the events, ideologies and 
movements of the period after World War One; the 
emergence of conflict; and the causes of World War 
Two, focusing on the rise of Hitler and Nazi Germany. 
Students investigate the impact of the treaties which 
ended the Great War and which redrew the map of 
Europe and broke up the former empires of the 
defeated nations.  Students analyse how Adolf Hitler got 
into power in Germany, and also the political, social and 
economic factors, which assisted his ability to gain 
control over an entire nation, and bring the world to 
brink of War. We also analyse the Social life of Jews in 
Europe in the 1930s and 40, the Holocaust, and how 
political factors influenced changes to their social, 
economic, and political life. 

Unit 2: In this area of study students focus on causes and 

consequences of the Cold War; the competing 

ideologies that underpinned events, the effects on 

people, groups and nations, and the reasons for the end 

of this sustained period of ideological conflict.  

They investigate significant events and developments 

and the consequences for nations and people in the 

period 1945–1991. While the USA and the USSR never 

engaged in direct-armed conflict, they opposed each 

other in a range of international conflicts such as those 

in Berlin, Korea, Cuba and Vietnam.  

Students consider the reasons for the end of this long-

running period of ideological conflict and the collapse of 

the Soviet Union in 1991. In this area of study students 

also focus on the ways in which traditional ideas, values 

and political systems were challenged and changed by 

individuals and groups in a range of contexts during the 

in the 1950s and 60s. Students explore the causes of 

significant political and social events and movements, 

and their consequences for nations and people. 

Students study the social and political movements of the 

American Civil Rights campaigns in the USA, and the 

influence of key individuals such as Martin Luther King, 

Rosa Parks and Malcolm X. 

Units 3 and 4: Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students 

investigate the significant historical causes and 

consequences of political revolution. In this very 

challenging course, students develop an understanding 

of the complexity and multiplicity of causes and 

consequences in the revolutionary narrative. Important 

events such as The Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, 

the Revolutionary War (America), The Assassination of 

the Russian Royal Family, Bloody Sunday Massacre and 

the February and October Revolutions (Russia) will be 

analysed in detail. They consider historical arguments 

about the past using primary sources as evidence and 

evaluate the extent to which the revolution brought 

change to the lives of people. They will consider how 

perspectives of the revolution give an insight into the 

continuity and change experienced by those who lived 

through this dramatic experience. Students evaluate 

historical interpretations about the causes and 

consequences of revolution and the effects of change 

instigated by the new order.  
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Students will study the influence of key leaders such as 

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Josef Stalin and 

Vladimir Lenin and their role in changing government. It 

is recommended that students complete Units 1 and 2 

History before commencing 3 and 4. It is also strongly 

recommended that students have a sound 

understanding of the historical skills developed in 

Units 1 and 2, and have achieved good results in Units 

1 and 2 before undertaking Units 3 and 4.  

The following Revolutions are studied at Units 3 and 4: 

• The American Revolution from 1754 to 4 July 
1776 (French and Indian War to the Declaration 
of Independence 1776) 

• The Russian Revolution from 1896 to October 
1917 (Coronation of Tsar Nicholas to the 25th 
October Revolution 1917)  

VCE Computing 

11ITC 
Unit 1: Applied Computing. In this unit students are 

introduced to the stages of the problem-solving 

methodology. Students focus on how data can be used 

within software tools such as databases and 

spreadsheets to create data visualisations, and the use 

of programming languages to develop working software 

solutions. In Area of Study 1, as an introduction to data 

analytics, students respond to a teacher-provided 

analysis of requirements and designs to identify and 

collect data in order to present their findings as data 

visualisations. They present work that includes 

database, spreadsheet and data visualisations solutions. 

In Area of Study 2 students select and use a 

programming language to create a working software 

solution. Students prepare, document and monitor 

project plans and engage in all stages of the problem-

solving methodology. 

Unit 2: Applied Computing. In this unit students focus 

on developing innovative solutions to needs or 

opportunities that they have identified, and propose 

strategies for reducing security risks to data and 

information in a networked environment. In Area of 

Study 1 students work collaboratively and select a topic 

for further study to create an innovative solution in an 

area of interest. The innovative solution can be 

presented as a proof of concept, a prototype or a 

product. Students engage in all areas of the problem-

solving methodology. In Area of Study 2, as an 

introduction to cybersecurity, students investigate 

networks and the threats, vulnerabilities and risks to 

data and information. They propose strategies to 

protect the data accessed using a network. 

A subject charge applies to these units. 

12ITA  
Unit 3: Data Analytics  

In this unit students apply the problem-solving 

methodology to identify and extract data through the 

use of software tools such as database, spreadsheet and 

data visualisation software to create data visualisations 

or infographics. Students develop an understanding of 

the analysis, design and development stages of the 

problem-solving methodology. In Area of Study 1 

students respond to teacher-provided solution 

requirements and designs. Students develop data 

visualisations and use appropriate software tools to 

present findings. Appropriate software tools include 

database, spreadsheet and data visualisation software.  

In Area of Study 2 students propose a research question, 

prepare a project plan, collect and analyse data, and 

design infographics or dynamic data visualisations. Area 

of Study 2 forms the first part of the School-assessed 

Task (SAT) that is completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 

1.Unit 4: Data Analytics. In this unit students focus on 

determining the findings of a research question by 

developing infographics or dynamic data visualisations 

based on large complex data sets and on the security 

strategies used by an organisation to protect data and 

information from threats. 

In Area of Study 1 students apply the problem-solving 

stages of development and evaluation to develop their 

preferred design prepared in Unit 3, Area of Study 2, 

into infographics or dynamic data visualisations, and 

evaluate the solutions and project plan. Area of Study 1 

forms the second part of the School-assessed Task 

(SAT). In Area of Study 2 students investigate security 

practices of an organisation. They examine the threats 

to data and information, evaluate security strategies 

and recommend improved strategies for protecting data 

and information. 

A subject charge applies to these units. 

Software Development 

12ITS 
Unit 3 – Software Development 

In this unit students apply the problem-solving 

methodology to develop working software modules 

using a programming language. Students develop an 

understanding of the analysis, design and development 

stages of the problem-solving methodology.  
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In Area of Study 1 students respond to teacher-provided 

solution requirements and designs and develop a set of 

working modules through the use of a programming 

language. Students examine a simple software 

requirements specification and a range of software 

design tools in order to apply specific processing 

features of a programming language to create working 

modules. In Area of Study 2 students analyse a need or 

opportunity, select an appropriate development model, 

prepare a project plan, develop a software 

requirements specification and design a software 

solution. Area of Study 2 forms the first part of the 

School-assessed Task (SAT) that is completed in Unit 4, 

Area of Study 1. 

 

Unit 4 – Software Development 

In this unit students focus on how the information needs 

of individuals and organisations are met through the 

creation of software solutions. They consider the risks to 

software and data during the software development 

process, as well as throughout the use of the software 

solution by an organisation. In Area of Study 1 students 

apply the problem-solving stages of development and 

evaluation to develop their preferred design prepared in 

Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into a software solution and 

evaluate the solution, chosen development model and 

project plan. Area of Study 1 forms the second part of 

the School-assessed Task (SAT). In Area of Study 2 

students examine the security practices of an 

organisation and the risks to software and data during 

the development and use of the software solutions. 

Students evaluate the current security practices and 

develop a risk management plan. 

Languages Other Than English (LOTE) 

Indonesian 

11IND & 12IND 
Pre-requisite Year 10 Indonesian unless the student is a 

native speaker 

The study of a second language contributes to the 

overall education of students. It enhances 

communication, cross-cultural understanding, cognitive 

development, literacy and general knowledge. It 

provides access to the culture of non-English speaking 

communities and promotes understanding of different 

attitudes and values. Students access the course 

through a range of resources. The use of a text book, 

work book and supplementary handouts is important. 

Importantly we also access arrange of audio visual 

resources such as documentaries and feature films in 

Indonesian.  

Students will study from three prescribed themes over 

the course of Year 11 and 12: The Individual, Indonesian 

Communities and The Changing World. This gives 

students best access to a wide range of vocabulary and 

issues to enable them to develop the necessary skills for 

their final Detailed Study and Examinations. 

Units 1 and 2: Lifestyles: This will include rural and 

urban life and a look at the way in which these differ 

greatly in terms of access to basic resources such as 

education and health. Also covered is teenage life, living 

and studying in Indonesia and the different religions and 

lifestyles of Indonesians.  

Visiting Indonesia: This will encourage students to 

investigate travel, finding accommodation, obtaining 

assistance or advice, visiting friends and health 

considerations for tourists. We will focus on issues 

including Eco-tourism and ways in which tourism is 

supporting the developing economy of some of 

Indonesia’s less well-known areas. 

Customs and traditions: This popular unit will look at 

different ethnic and religious groups, Selamatan, 

Balinese cremations and major celebrations such as 

Lebaran. 

Arts and entertainment: This unit provides a window 

into modern and or traditional music/dance/art, 

wayang, literature, cinema and the media. It enables 

students to understand the cultural and spiritual 

significance of the expression of oneself through the 

arts. 

Environmental issues: This is a very important unit as it 

develops the required language for future reference in 

this area. It covers the impact of tourism, logging, forest 

fires, pollution, conservation and wildlife protection. 

This unit is briefly revisited in Unit 3. 

Units 3 and 4: Stories from the past: This unit looks at 

turning points in history, famous people and significant 

events. We investigate some of the ancient kingdoms, 

which heavily influenced modern Indonesian social and 

religious constructs. We then move to the focus area of 

World War II and the Japanese Occupation of Indonesia 
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followed by Indonesia’s struggle to gain Independence. 

This is commenced during Year 12 Headstart. 

The world of work: This unit includes people at work, 

different types of work, vocational pathways, 

unemployment, work in rural and urban areas. Students 

will learn to apply for jobs in Indonesian, providing 

valuable interview practice for the upcoming Oral 

Exams. This unit also covers education and aspirations, 

including student exchanges, tertiary options, search for 

work, job applications and interviews, work experience 

and careers.  

Social issues: Our detailed study allows students to 

choose one of the areas studied in this unit to explore in 

detail. We look at homelessness, street children, 

political change, urbanisation, health, tourism, 

economic crisis and technological change.  

Personal world: In preparation for the final exams, both 

oral and written, we learn the language associated with 

giving personal details and qualities, relationships with 

family and friends, daily life, making arrangements, free 

time and leisure activities.  

Victorian School of Languages 
The Victorian School of Languages also offer a range of 

language programs for students in years 1 - 12. 

Chinese, Hindi and Spanish are currently offered at 

Berwick College. For more information 

visit  https://www.vsl.vic.edu.au/  

 

Legal Studies 

11LEG & 12LEG 
Unit 1: Guilt and Liability 

This unit explores the role of individuals, laws and the 

legal system in achieving social cohesion and protecting 

the rights of individuals. It focuses on the key concepts 

of criminal and civil law, types of crime and areas of civil 

law as well as possible defences. Students apply legal 

reasoning to case studies to determine possible 

culpability of an accused or possible liability for a breach 

of civil law and the impact of these actions on individuals 

and society.  

 

Unit 2: Sanctions, Remedies and Rights 

This unit focuses on the enforcement of criminal law and 

civil law and the methods and institutions that may be 

used, such as the Victorian Courts, to determine a 

criminal case or resolve a civil dispute.  

It considers the purposes and types of sanctions and 

remedies and their effectiveness. Students explore the 

extent to which the principles of justice could be or were 

achieved in recent criminal and civil cases. As well as the 

ways in which rights are protected in Australia, the unit 

also investigates the way rights are protected in one 

other country and discusses possible reforms to 

Australia’s approach.   

Students may have the opportunity to attend excursions 

to the Melbourne Magistrates Court and Loddon Prison 

and also participate in a mock trial. 

 

Unit 3: Rights and Justice 

This unit explores the rights of the accused and victims 

in the criminal justice system, the roles of the judge, 

jury, legal practitioners and the parties and the ability of 

sanctions to achieve their purposes. Students analyse 

the factors to consider when initiating a civil claim, 

discuss the institutions and methods used to resolve civil 

disputes and evaluate the ability of the civil justice 

system to achieve the principles of justice.  

Unit 4: The People and the Law  

The purpose of this unit is to enable students to discuss 

the significance of High Court cases involving the 

interpretation of the Australian Constitution and the 

impact of the Commonwealth Constitution on the 

operation of the legal system. Students explore the 

factors that affect the ability of Parliament to make laws 

and the relationship between Parliament and the courts 

in law-making. Students undertake an evaluation of the 

strengths and weaknesses of law-making bodies and 

their ability to respond to the need for law reform and 

also the processes used to influence change and reform. 

 

Students may have the opportunity to attend an 

excursion to the Supreme Court and County Court.  
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Literature 

11LIT & 12LIT 
Students may study Year 11 Literature and/or Year 11 

English.  

Students undertaking Year 12 Literature must take 

Year 12 English.  

VCE Literature is an academically rigorous but ultimately 

rewarding subject that should appeal to students 

wishing to study a range of text types, including: novels, 

plays, short stories, poetry and film. The course aims to 

develop students’ understanding of other people, 

places, cultures and eras by encouraging them to read 

deeply, widely and critically. Students are asked to 

examine the assumptions, views and values readers 

bring to texts, as well as the assumptions, views and 

values writers offer. They explore what we read and 

how we read it, and they strengthen their ability to 

discuss the many ways texts can be interpreted. 

Students also consider the power and complexity of 

language and illuminate the relationship between 

meaning and a text’s construction. In selecting this 

subject for VCE, students gain an unrivalled 

understanding and appreciation of literature in its 

various forms. 

Unit 1: Approaches to literature: In this unit students 

focus on the ways in which the interaction between text 

and reader creates meaning. Students’ analyses of the 

features and conventions of texts help them develop 

increasingly discriminating responses to a range of 

literary forms and styles. Students respond critically, 

creatively and reflectively to the ideas and concerns of 

texts and gain insights into how texts function as 

representations of human experience. They develop 

familiarity with key terms, concepts and practices that 

equip them for further studies in literature. They 

develop an awareness of how the views and values that 

readers hold may influence the reading of a text. 

Unit 2: Context and connections: In this unit students 

explore the ways literary texts connect with each other 

and with the world. They deepen their examination of 

the ways their own culture and the cultures represented 

in texts can influence their interpretations and shape 

different meanings. Drawing on a range of literary texts, 

students consider the relationships between authors, 

audiences and contexts.  

Ideas, language and structures of different texts from 

past and present eras and/or cultures are compared and 

contrasted. Students analyse the similarities and 

differences across texts and establish connections 

between them. They engage in close reading of texts 

and create analytical responses that are evidence-

based. By experimenting with textual structures and 

language features, students understand how 

imaginative texts are informed by close analysis. 

Unit 3: Form and transformation: In this unit students 

consider how the form of a text affects meaning, and 

how writers construct their texts. They investigate ways 

writers adapt and transform texts and how meaning is 

affected as texts are adapted and transformed. They 

consider how the perspectives of those adapting texts 

may inform or influence the adaptations. Students draw 

on their study of adaptations and transformations to 

develop creative responses to texts. Students develop 

their skills in communicating ideas in both written and 

oral forms. 

Unit 4: Interpreting texts: In this unit students develop 

critical and analytic responses to texts. They consider 

the context of their responses to texts as well as the 

ideas explored in the texts, the style of the language and 

points of view. They investigate literary criticism 

informing both the reading and writing of texts. 

Students develop an informed and sustained 

interpretation supported by close textual analysis. For 

the purposes of this unit, literary criticism is 

characterised by extended, informed and substantiated 

views on texts and may include reviews, peer-reviewed 

articles and transcripts of speeches. Specifically, for Unit 

4 Outcome 1, the literary criticism selected must reflect 

different perspectives, assumptions and ideas about the 

views and values of the text/s studied.  

Unit 1 & 2 General Mathematics  

11MAG 
General Mathematics provides for different 

combinations of student interests and preparation for 

study of VCE Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 level. The 

areas of study for General Mathematics Unit 1 and Unit 

2 are Graphs and Networks, Computation and Practical 

Arithmetic, Financial Arithmetic, Linear Equations and 

Graphs, Trigonometry, Data and Statistics, Number 

patterns and Recursion and Matrices.  
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In undertaking these units, students are expected to be 

able to apply techniques, routines and processes 

involving rational and real arithmetic, sets, lists and 

tables, diagrams and geometric constructions, algebraic 

manipulation, equations and graphs with and without 

the use of technology. They should have facility with 

relevant mental and by-hand approaches to estimation 

and computation. The use of numerical, graphical, 

geometric, symbolic, financial and statistical 

functionality of technology for teaching and learning 

mathematics, for working mathematically, and in 

related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 

each unit as applicable.  

Unit 3 & 4 Further Mathematics 

12MAF 
Further Mathematics consists of two areas of study, a 

compulsory Core area of study to be completed in Unit 

3 and an Applications area of study to be completed in 

Unit 4. The Core comprises Data analysis and Recursion 

and financial modelling. The Applications comprises two 

modules to be completed in their entirety, from a 

selection of four possible modules. Berwick College 

currently completes the Matrices and Networks and 

decision mathematics modules. Data analysis comprises 

40 per cent of the content to be covered, Recursion and 

financial modelling comprises 20 per cent of the content 

to be covered, and each selected module comprises 20 

per cent of the content to be covered. In undertaking 

these units, students are expected to be able to apply 

techniques, routines and processes involving rational 

and real arithmetic, sets, lists and tables, algebraic 

manipulation, equations, and graphs. They should have 

a facility with relevant mental and by-hand approaches 

to estimation and computation. The use of numerical, 

graphical, symbolic, financial and statistical functionality 

of technology for teaching and learning mathematics, 

for working mathematically, and in related assessment, 

is to be incorporated throughout each unit as applicable. 

Students will be required to satisfy three learning 

outcomes, which develop, consolidate and apply their 

mathematical knowledge and understanding through 

the completion of set class tasks and SAC’s. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

 

Mathematical Methods 

11MAM & 12MAM 
Unit 1 & 2: Students who enjoy a challenging level of 

mathematics are encouraged to take this subject. This 

unit involves the study of Probability, Functions and 

Graphs, Matrices and Advanced Algebraic Techniques, 

Calculus and Solving Equations. Students will be 

required to learn, practise and apply their mathematical 

knowledge and understanding by completing set class 

tasks, extended investigations and problem solving 

tasks with real-life situations. Students will be expected 

to use a CAS calculator and become proficient in its use. 

Students will complete an end of semester exam.  

See Maths flow chart for the progression options and 

requirements for this subject. 

Unit 3 & 4: Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are 

completely prescribed and extend the introductory 

study of Simple Elementary Functions of a Single Real 

Variable, to include combinations of these functions, 

Algebra, Calculus, Probability and Statistics, and their 

applications in a variety of practical and theoretical 

contexts.  

Units 3 and 4 consist of the areas of study Functions and 

Graphs, Calculus, Algebra and Probability and statistics, 

which must be covered in progression from Unit 3 to 

Unit 4, with an appropriate selection of content for each 

of Unit 3 and Unit 4. Assumed knowledge and skills for 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 are contained in 

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and will be drawn 

on, as applicable, in the development of related content 

from the areas of study, and key knowledge and skills 

for the outcomes of Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 

4.  

A subject charge applies to Unit 3 & 4. 

Specialist Mathematics 

11MAS  
Units 1 & 2 Specialist Mathematics 

Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 provide a course of 

study for students who wish to undertake an in-depth 

study of mathematics, with an emphasis on concepts, 

skills and processes related to mathematical structure, 

modelling, problem solving and reasoning.  
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This study has a focus on interest in the discipline of 

mathematics in its own right and investigation of a 

broad range of applications, as well as development of 

a sound background for further studies in mathematics 

and mathematics related fields.  

Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 and Specialist 

Mathematics Units 1 and 2 taken in conjunction, provide 

a comprehensive preparation for Specialist 

Mathematics Units 3 and 4. The areas of study for Units 

1 and 2 of Specialist Mathematics are Algebra and 

structure, Arithmetic and number, Discrete 

mathematics, Geometry, measurement and 

trigonometry, Graphs of Linear and Non-linear relations 

and Statistics.  

12MAS 

Unit 3 & 4 Specialist Mathematics 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 consist of the 

following areas of study: Functions and graphs, Algebra, 

Calculus, Vectors, Mechanics and Probability and 

statistics. The development of course content should 

highlight mathematical structure, reasoning and 

applications across a range of modelling contexts with 

an appropriate selection of content for each of Unit 3 

and Unit 4. The selection of content for Unit 3 and Unit 

4 is constructed so that there is a balanced and 

progressive development of knowledge and skills with 

connections among the areas of study being developed 

as appropriate across Unit 3 and Unit 4.  

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes familiarity 

with the key knowledge and skills from Mathematical 

Methods Units 1 and 2, the key knowledge and skills 

from Specialist Mathematics Units 1 and 2 topics 

Number systems and recursion and Geometry in the 

plane and proof, and concurrent or previous study of 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4. Together these 

cover the assumed knowledge and skills for Specialist 

Mathematics, which are drawn on as applicable in the 

development of content from the areas of study and key 

knowledge and skills for the outcomes.  

In Unit 3 a study of Specialist Mathematics would 

typically include content from Functions and graphs and 

a selection of material from the Algebra, Calculus and 

Vectors areas of study. In Unit 4 this selection would 

typically consist of the remaining content from the 

Algebra, Calculus, and Vectors areas of study and the 

content from the Mechanics and Probability and 

Statistics areas of study.  

In undertaking these units, students are expected to be 

able to apply techniques, routines and processes 

involving Rational, Real and Complex Arithmetic, Sets, 

Lists and Tables, Diagrams and geometric constructions, 

algebraic manipulation, equations, graphs, 

differentiation, Anti-differentiation and Integration and 

Inference with and without the use of technology. They 

should have facility with relevant mental and by-hand 

approaches to estimation and computation. The use of 

numerical, graphical, geometric, symbolic and statistical 

functionality of technology for teaching and learning 

mathematics, for working mathematically, and in 

related assessment, is to be incorporated throughout 

each unit as applicable.  

A subject charge applies to Unit 3 & 4. 

Media 

11MED & 12MED 
Unit 1: Media forms, representations and Australian 

stories  

In this unit students develop an understanding of 

audiences and the core concepts underpinning the 

construction of representations and meaning in 

different media forms. They explore media codes and 

conventions and the construction of meaning in media 

products. Students develop an understanding of the 

features of Australian fictional and non-fictional 

narratives in different media forms. Students work in a 

range of media forms and develop and produce 

representations to demonstrate an understanding of 

the characteristics of each media form.  

Unit 2: Narrative across media forms  

In this unit students further develop an understanding 

of the concept of narrative in media products and forms 

in different contexts.  

Students analyse the influence of developments in 

media technologies on individuals and society, 

examining a range of media forms. Students undertake 

production activities to design and create narratives 

that demonstrate an awareness of the structures and 

media codes and conventions appropriate to 

corresponding media forms.  
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Unit 3: Media narratives and pre-production  

In this unit students explore stories that circulate in 

society through media narratives. They consider the use 

of media codes and conventions to structure meaning, 

and how this construction is influenced by the social, 

cultural, ideological and institutional contexts of 

production, distribution, consumption and reception. 

Students use the pre-production stage of the media 

production process to design the production of a media 

product for a specified audience. They explore and 

experiment with media technologies to develop skills in 

their selected media form. Students undertake pre-

production processes appropriate to their selected 

media form and develop written and visual 

documentation to support the production and post-

production of a media product in Unit 4.  

Unit 4: Media production and issues in the media  

In this unit students focus on the production and post-

production stages of the media production process, 

bringing the media production design created in Unit 3 

to its realisation. They refine their media production in 

response to feedback and through personal reflection, 

documenting the iterations of their production as they 

work towards completion. Students explore the 

relationship between the media and audiences, 

focusing on the opportunities and challenges afforded 

by current developments in the media industry. They 

consider the nature of communication between the 

media and audiences, explore the capacity of the media 

to be used by governments, institutions and audiences, 

and analyse the role of the Australian government in 

regulating the media.  

A subject charge applies to these units. 

Music Performance 

11MUS & 12MUS 
Unit 1: This unit focuses on developing skills in practical 

music through both solo and group performances. 

Students study other performers to explore strategies to 

optimise their own performances and develop technical 

exercises to meet the technical and expressive 

challenges of the works being performed. They study 

aural, theory and analysis concepts to develop their 

musicianship skills. 

 

Unit 2: In this unit, students build on their performance 

and musicianship skills. They present performances of 

both solo and group works. They study strategies for 

developing technical and expressive skills, identify 

challenges in the works being prepared for 

performances and practice related technical exercises. 

Students study aural, theory and analysis concepts to 

develop their musicianship skills. They also devise an 

original composition or improvisation. 

Unit 3:  These units prepare students to present 

convincing performances of solo and group works 

representing a range of styles and diversity of character. 

Students develop instrumental techniques that enable 

them to interpret the works and expressively shape 

their performances. They also develop an 

understanding of performance conventions they can 

use to enhance their performances. Students develop 

skills in aural perception and comprehension, 

transcription, music theory and analysis. 

Unit 4:  In this unit prepare students to refine their 

ability to present convincing performances of solo on 

group works. Students further develop and refine 

instrumental and performance techniques that enable 

them to expressively shape their performance and 

communicate their understanding of the music style of 

each work. Students also develop an understanding of 

performance conventions they can use to enhance their 

performances. Students continue to develop skills in 

aural perception and comprehension, transcription, 

music theory and analysis. 

Instrument Hire or Band Fees may apply to this unit. 

Outdoor and Environmental Studies 

11OES & 12OES 

Unit 1: Exploring outdoor experiences.  
This unit examines some of the ways in which humans 

understand and relate to nature through experiences of 

outdoor environments. The focus is on individuals and 

their personal responses to and experiences of outdoor 

environments. Students are provided with the 

opportunity to explore the many ways in which nature 

is understood and perceived. Students develop a clear 

understanding of the range of motivations for 

interacting with outdoor environments and the factors 

that affect an individual’s access to outdoor experiences 

and relationships with outdoor environments.  
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Students understand the links between practical 

experiences and theoretical investigations, gaining 

insight into a variety of responses to, and relationships 

with, nature. 

 
Unit 2: Discovering outdoor environments.  
This unit focuses on the characteristics of outdoor 

environments and different ways of understanding 

them, as well as the human impacts on outdoor 

environments. In this unit students study nature’s 

impact on humans, as well as the ecological, social and 

economic implications of human impact on outdoor 

environments. Students develop a clear understanding 

of the impact of technologies and changing human 

lifestyles on outdoor environments. Students examine a 

number of case studies of specific outdoor 

environments, including areas where there is evidence 

of human intervention. Students are provided with 

practical experiences as the basis for comparison 

between outdoor environments and reflection to 

develop theoretical knowledge about natural 

environments. 

 
Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor environments.  
The focus of this unit is the ecological, historical and 

social contexts of relationships between humans and 

outdoor environments in Australia. Case studies of 

impacts on outdoor environments are examined in the 

context of the changing nature of human relationships 

with outdoor environments in Australia. Students 

consider a number of factors that influence 

contemporary relationships with outdoor 

environments. They also examine the dynamic nature of 

relationships between humans and their environment. 

Through these practical experiences students are 

provided with the basis for comparison and reflection, 

and opportunities to develop theoretical knowledge and 

skills about specific natural environments. 

 

Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor relationships.  

This unit analyses and evaluates contemporary 

relationships with natural environments and 

consequences for humans and environments. Students 

will investigate the health of outdoor environments in 

Australia and potential threats to the environment. 

Students will analyse conflicts of interest between users 

of the environment and strategies and policies in place 

to protect the environment.  

 
A subject charge applies to this unit 

Philosophy 

11PHI & 12PHI 

Unit 1: Existence, Knowledge and Reasoning. What is 

the nature of reality? How can we acquire certain 

knowledge? These are some of the questions that have 

challenged humans for millennia and underpin 

questions found in Science, justice and the Arts. This 

unit challenges students with fundamental 

philosophical questions through active discussion of two 

key areas of philosophy: epistemology (what is known) 

and metaphysics (what exists). The emphasis is ‘doing 

philosophy’; therefore, the study and practice of 

techniques of logic are central to this unit. As students 

learn to think philosophically, examples of philosophical 

viewpoints and arguments, both contemporary and 

historical, are used to support, stimulate and enhance 

their thinking about philosophical concepts and 

problems that are relevant to their everyday lives. 

Unit 2: Questions of Value. What are the foundations of 

our judgments about value? What is the relationship 

between different types of value? How, if at all, can 

particular value judgments be defended or criticised? 

This unit invites students to explore these questions in 

relation to different categories of value judgment within 

the realms of morality, political and social philosophy 

and aesthetics. Students also explore ways in which 

viewpoints and arguments in value theory can inform 

and be informed by contemporary debates. 

Unit 3: Minds, bodies and persons. This unit considers 

basic questions regarding the mind and the self through 

two key questions: Are human beings more than their 

bodies? Is there a basis for the belief that an individual 

remains the same person over time? Students critically 

compare the viewpoints and arguments put forward in 

set texts from the history of philosophy to their own 

views on these questions and to contemporary debates. 

It is important for students to understand that 

arguments make a claim supported by reasons and 

reasoning, whereas a viewpoint makes a claim without 

necessarily supporting it with reasons or reasoning. The 

skills that will enable students to do this will be 

developed in this study.  

Unit 4: The good life. This unit considers the crucial 

question of what it is for a human to live well. What does 

an understanding of human nature tell us about what it 

is to live well? What is the role of happiness in a well 

lived life? Is morality central to a good life?  
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How does our social context impact on our conception 

of a good life? In this unit, students explore texts by both 

ancient and modern philosophers that have had a 

significant impact on contemporary western ideas 

about the good life. Students critically compare the 

viewpoints and arguments in set texts from both ancient 

and modern periods to their own views on how we 

should live, and use their understandings to inform their 

analysis of contemporary debates.  

Physics 

11PHY & 12PHY 
Unit 1: What ideas explain the physical world? Ideas in 

physics are dynamic. As physicists explore concepts, 

theories evolve. Often this requires the detection, 

description and explanation of things that cannot be 

seen. In this unit students explore how physics explains 

phenomena, at various scales, which are not always 

visible to the unaided human eye. They examine some 

of the fundamental ideas and models used by physicists 

in an attempt to understand and explain the world. 

Students consider thermal concepts by investigating 

heat, probe common analogies used to explain 

electricity and consider the origins and formation of 

matter.  

Students use thermodynamic principles to explain 

phenomena related to changes in thermal energy. They 

apply thermal laws when investigating energy transfers 

within and between systems, and assess the impact of 

human use of energy on the environment. Students 

examine the motion of electrons and explain how it can 

be manipulated and utilised. They explore current 

scientifically accepted theories that explain how matter 

and energy have changed since the origins of the 

Universe.  

Students undertake quantitative investigations 

involving at least one independent, continuous variable.  

Unit 2: What do experiments reveal about the physical 

world?  In this unit students explore the power of 

experiments in developing models and theories. They 

investigate a variety of phenomena by making their own 

observations and generating questions, which in turn 

lead to experiments. Students make direct observations 

of physics phenomena and examine the ways in which 

phenomena that may not be directly observable can be 

explored through indirect observations.  

In the core component of this unit students investigate 

the ways in which forces are involved both in moving 

objects and in keeping objects stationary.  

Students choose one of twelve options related to 

astrobiology, astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, 

electronics, flight, medical physics, nuclear energy, 

nuclear physics, optics, sound and sports science. The 

option enables students to pursue an area of interest by 

investigating a selected question.  

Students design and undertake investigations involving 

at least one independent, continuous variable. A 

student-designed practical investigation relates to 

content drawn from Area of Study 1 and/or Area of 

Study 2 and is undertaken in Area of Study 3.  

Year 11 Physics is quite mathematical in nature and 

should only be attempted by students who have 

achieved very good results in Year 10 Essential Maths 

and are also studying VCE Maths Methods. 

 

Unit 3: How do FIelds explain motion and electricity?  

In this unit students explore the importance of energy in 

explaining and describing the physical world.  

They examine the production of electricity and its 

delivery to homes. Students consider the field model as 

a construct that has enabled an understanding of why 

objects move when they are not apparently in contact 

with other objects. Applications of concepts related to 

fields include the transmission of electricity over large 

distances and the design and operation of particle 

accelerators. They explore the interactions, effects and 

applications of gravitational, electric and magnetic 

fields. Students use Newton’s laws to investigate motion 

in one and two dimensions, and are introduced to 

Einstein’s theories to explain the motion of very fast 

objects. They consider how developing technologies can 

challenge existing explanations of the physical world, 

requiring a review of conceptual models and theories. 

Students design and undertake investigations involving 

at least two continuous independent variables.  

Unit 4: How can two contradictory models explain both 

light and matter?  

A complex interplay exists between theory and 

experiment in generating models to explain natural 

phenomena including light. Wave theory has classically 

been used to explain phenomena related to light; 

however, continued exploration of light and matter has 

revealed the particle-like properties of light. On very 

small scales, light and matter – which initially seem to 

be quite different – have been observed as having 

similar properties.  
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In this unit, students explore the use of wave and 

particle theories to model the properties of light and 

matter.  

They examine how the concept of the wave is used to 

explain the nature of light and explore its limitations in 

describing light behaviour. Students further investigate 

light by using a particle model to explain its behaviour. 

A wave model is also used to explain the behaviour of 

matter which enables students to consider the 

relationship between light and matter. Students learn to 

think beyond the concepts experienced in everyday life 

to study the physical world from a new perspective. 

Students design and undertake investigations involving 

at least two continuous independent variables.  

A student-designed practical investigation related to 

waves, fields or motion is undertaken either in Unit 3 or 

Unit 4, or across both Unit 3 and Unit 4, and is assessed 

in Unit 4, Outcome 3. The findings of the investigation 

are presented in a scientific poster format as outlined. 

Due to the mathematical nature of the Physics course it 

is recommended that students are successfully 

completing Maths Methods in combination with VCE 

Physics. 

Physical Education 

11PEM & 12PEM 
Unit 1: The human body in motion.  

In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal 

and cardiorespiratory systems work together to 

produce movement. Through practical activities 

students explore the relationships between the body 

systems and physical activity, sport and exercise, and 

how the systems adapt and adjust to the demands of the 

activity. Students investigate the role and function of 

the main structures in each system and how they 

respond to physical activity, sport and exercise. They 

explore how the capacity and functioning of each 

system acts as an enabler or barrier to movement and 

participation in physical activity. 

Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society.  

This unit develops students’ understanding of physical 

activity, sport and society from a participatory 

perspective. Students are introduced to types of 

physical activity and the role participation in physical 

activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own 

health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in 

different population groups. Students apply various 

methods to assess physical activity and sedentary 

behaviour levels at the individual and population level, 

and analyse the data in relation to physical activity and 

sedentary behaviour guidelines. Students study and 

apply the social-ecological model and/or the Youth 

Physical Activity Promotion Model to critique a range of 

individual- and settings-based strategies that are 

effective in promoting participation in some form of 

regular physical activity. 

Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical 

activity.  

This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and 
skill acquisition principles used to analyse human 
movement skills and energy production from a 
physiological perspective.  

Students use a variety of tools and techniques to analyse 
movement skills and apply biomechanical and skill 
acquisition principles to improve and refine movement 
in physical activity, sport and exercise.  

They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct 

application of these principles can lead to improved 

performance in physical activity and sport. Students 

investigate the relative contribution and interplay of the 

three energy systems to performance in physical 

activity, sport and exercise. In particular, they 

investigate the characteristics of each system and the 

interplay of the systems during physical activity. 

Students explore the causes of fatigue and consider 

different strategies used to postpone fatigue and 

promote recovery. 

Unit 4: Training to improve performance. 

In this unit students analyse movement skills from a 

physiological, psychological and sociocultural 

perspective, and apply relevant training principles and 

methods to improve performance within physical 

activity at an individual, club and elite level. 

Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, 

depend on the ability of the individual and/ or coach to 

gain, apply and evaluate knowledge and understanding 

of training. Students analyse skill frequencies, 

movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest ratios 

to determine the requirements of an activity. Students 

consider the physiological, psychological and 

sociological requirements of training to design and 

evaluate an effective training program. 

A subject charge applies to this unit 
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Physical Education – Basketball 

Academy 

11BBA 

Students will complete Units 1 and 2 of the VCE Physical 

Education course. Practical sessions will focus on 

continuing to build their basketball knowledge and 

skills. Students will continue to be involved in all 

tournaments as in previous years of the academy. 

A subject charge applies to this unit. 

Politics – Australian and Global 

11POL 
VCE Australian and Global Politics is a standalone Unit 1 
and 2 subject that aims to introduce students to both 
Australian Politics and Global Politics, with Global 
Politics offered at Berwick College as a Unit 3 and 4 
sequence. 
Unit 1: Ideas, actors and power: In this unit students are 

introduced to the key ideas relating to the exercise of 

political power. They explore how these ideas shape 

political systems and consider the nature of power in 

Australian democracy and in a non-democratic political 

system. Students also explore the nature and influence 

of key political actors in Australia: political parties, 

interest groups and the media.  

In Area of Study 1, students are introduced to the 

concept and significance of politics, power, authority 

and legitimacy. Students are introduced to the political 

spectrum: left, right, radical, conservative and explore 

ideas that shape political systems including liberal 

democracy, socialism, fascism, authoritarianism and 

theocracy. Students will have the opportunity to 

investigate a case study of a non-democratic system to 

compare the ways that political systems operate and to 

develop a deeper understanding of Australian 

democracy.  

In Area of Study 2, students explore the roles and 

functions of key political actors in the Australian system, 

such as how political parties formulate ideas in elections 

and form government, how interest groups seek to 

influence the government about local or global issues 

and how the media also plays a significant role in 

reporting Australian politics and the ways social media 

and the 24-hour news cycle influence political debate.  

Key questions considered in this unit include: 

What is politics? What is meant by power and how can 

it be exercised? How is power distributed in the 

Australian political system? How do non-democratic 

systems distribute power? What roles do political 

parties play in the Australian political system? How 

influential are political parties, interest groups and the 

media in shaping the Australian political agenda? How 

do parties, interest groups and the media facilitate 

political participation?  

Unit 2: Global Connections: This unit introduces 

students to the global community and the global actors 

that are part of this community.  

In Area of Study 1 students consider how citizens and 

global actors in the 21st century interact and connect 

with the world.  

Students will have the opportunity to investigate the 

increased role of international non- government 

organisations (NGOs) such as Amnesty International, 

the way in which commerce, trade and investment 

occur as seen through the rise of e-Bay and online 

shopping, the growing power of transnational 

corporations (TNCs) to shape global trading patterns 

and political agendas, as seen through the global reach 

of corporations such as Apple, Toyota and Shell, and the 

way communication, networking and travel have been 

transformed by Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and 

the increased accessibility of air travel. Students also 

investigate Australia’s involvement in an issue affecting 

the global community, and assess the response.  

In Area of Study 2, students investigate the concept of a 

global community through considering contemporary 

case studies of global cooperation and conflict. The 

global community is composed of citizens, states, 

Intergovernmental Organisations (IGOs) such as the 

United Nations and the World Trade Organization, 

NGOs, TNCs and other non-state actors and students 

will consider the extent to which the global community 

can effectively deal with global challenges.  

Key questions considered in this unit include: 

How are citizens of the 21st century linked – politically, 

socially and economically? How have peoples’ lives been 

affected by globalisation?  
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Do citizens and states have global responsibilities? Can 

the global community meet the challenges of the 21st 

century or will the interests of individual global actors 

compromise the needs of this global community? How 

does the global community work in the 21st century and 

what are its responsibilities? How effective is the global 

community in managing cooperation and conflict? What 

challenges do key global actors such as the United 

Nations and NGOs face in resolving issues such as war, 

conflict, environmental challenges, people movement 

and international crime?  

Students may have the opportunity to attend excursions 

to the Parliament of Victoria and hear from guest 

speakers.  

Unit 1 and 2 of Australian and Global Politics provides 

with a pathway to continue to Units 3 & 4 Global Politics 

in Year 12 

Politics – Global 

12POL 
Year 12 Global Politics does NOT require students to 

have completed Unit 1 or 2 Australian and Global 

Politics in Year 11.  

VCE Global Politics has a sole focus on international 

politics; including global issues such as terrorism, 

refugees, border conflicts and explores the rising power 

of NGOs such as Sea Shepherd or Greenpeace and 

Corporations like Samsung. It also looks at the way 

states exercise their power in the Asia-Pacific region, as 

well as global responses to an international crisis. 

 

Unit 3: Global Actors: In this unit students investigate 

the key global actors of contemporary global politics. 

They use evidence to analyse the key global actors and 

their aims, roles and power. They develop an 

understanding of the key actors through an examination 

of the concepts of national interests and power as they 

relate to the state, and the way in which one Asia-Pacific 

state uses power to achieve its objectives. 

Key questions considered in this unit include: 

Who are the key actors in contemporary global politics? 

From where does their power stem? What impact do 

these actors have on global politics? What challenges do 

these global actors face in achieving their aims? To what 

degree can these global actors challenge state 

sovereignty? What is power? Why do different ideas 

about national interests exist? How is power exercised 

by an Asia-Pacific state? What is the most effective type 

of power for a state to use to pursue its national 

interests? How effective is the state in achieving its 

national interests?  

Unit 4: Global Challenges. In this unit students 

investigate key global challenges facing the 

international community in the 21st century. They 

examine and analyse the debates surrounding two 

ethical issues that are underpinned by international law. 

They then evaluate the effectiveness of responses to 

these issues. Students also explore the context and 

causes of global crises and consider the varying 

effectiveness of responses and challenges to resolving 

them. 

Key questions considered in this unit include: 

Do we have a responsibility to uphold human rights 

everywhere? What is the best way to address people 

movement? In what ways should development occur? 

Can the world be rid of weapons and, if so, will it be 

safer? What crises does the world face today? What are 

the causes of particular global crises? How have global 

actors responded to these crises and how effective are 

their responses? What challenges do global actors face 

in achieving resolutions to these crises? 

Psychology 

11PSY & 12PSY 
Unit 1: Introduction to Psychology. Human 

development involves changes in thoughts, feelings and 

behaviours. In this unit students investigate the 

structure and functioning of the human brain and the 

role it plays in the overall functioning of the human 

nervous system. Students explore brain plasticity and 

the influence that brain damage may have on a person’s 

psychological functioning. They consider the complex 

nature of psychological development, including 

situations where psychological development may not 

occur as expected. Students examine the contribution 

that classical and contemporary studies have made to 

an understanding of the human brain and its functions, 

and to the development of different psychological 

models and theories used to predict and explain the 

development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours.   
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A student-directed research investigation related to 

brain function and/or development is undertaken in this 

unit. The research investigation draws on content from 

Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.  

 

Unit 2: Self and others. A person’s thoughts, feelings 

and behaviours are influenced by a variety of biological, 

psychological and social factors. In this unit students 

investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person 

to interact with the world around them and how their 

perception of stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the 

role social cognition plays in a person’s attitudes, 

perception of themselves and relationships with others. 

Students explore a variety of factors and contexts that 

can influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. 

They examine the contribution that classical and 

contemporary research has made to the understanding 

of human perception and why individuals and groups 

behave in specific ways.  

A student practical investigation related to internal and 

external influences on behaviour is undertaken in this 

unit. The investigation draws on content from Area of 

Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.  

 

Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour 

and mental processes? 

In this unit students examine both macro-level and 

micro-level functioning of the nervous system to explain 

how the human nervous system enables a person to 

interact with the world around them. They explore how 

stress may affect a person’s psychological functioning 

and consider the causes and management of stress. 

Students investigate how mechanisms of memory and 

learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the 

development of new capacities and changed 

behaviours. They consider the limitations and fallibility 

of memory and how memory can be improved. Students 

examine the contribution that classical and 

contemporary research has made to the understanding 

of the structure and function of the nervous system, and 

to the understanding of biological, psychological and 

social factors that influence learning and memory. A 

student practical investigation related to mental 

processes and psychological functioning is undertaken 

in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4, 

and is assessed in Unit 4, Outcome 3.  

 

 In this unit students examine the nature of 

consciousness and how changes in levels of 

consciousness can affect mental processes and 

behaviour. They consider the role of sleep and the 

impact that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s 

functioning. Students explore the concept of a mental 

health continuum and apply a biopsychosocial 

approach, as a scientific model, to analyse mental health 

and disorder. They use specific phobia to illustrate how 

the development and management of a mental disorder 

can be considered as an interaction between biological, 

psychological and social factors. Students examine the 

contribution that classical and contemporary research 

has made to the understanding of consciousness, 

including sleep, and the development of an individual’s 

mental functioning and wellbeing. A student practical 

investigation related to mental processes and 

psychological functioning is undertaken in either Unit 3 

or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4, and is assessed 

in Unit 4, Outcome 3.  

Studio Arts – General or Photography 

11SAG & 12SAG or 11SAP & 12SAP 
Both Studio Arts General and Studio Arts Photography 

are offered but students can only select one or the other 

as these subjects both have the same study design.  

If you want to develop a folio or do another subject in 

this area you would choose one of the above subjects 

and Art.  Each unit will have a number of art gallery 

excursions. 
Unit 1: Studio Inspiration and Techniques. Students use 

a wide range of materials, techniques and tools to 

record observations and ideas and develop skills in their 

own work. They examine how artists from different 

times have created and interpreted their sources and 

gained inspiration from these.  

Unit 2: Studio Exploration and Concepts. Students 

focus on methods for the development of the design 

process for producing artworks.  

Different techniques are experimented with and 

practised allowing the student to explore a range of 

potential solutions. Design principles, element and 

aesthetics are used to analyse different ways visual 

forms are used to communicate ideas and develop style.  

Unit 3: Studio practices and processes. Students are 

required to present a design process which defines an 

area of exploration in an exploration proposal.  
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Practical work explores and develops the intention set 

out in the exploration proposal and students produce a 

range of possible solutions. A cohesive folio of finished 

art works that has developed from a design process is 

created by the student. The folio has resolved the aims 

and intentions set out in the exploration proposal work 

brief.  

Unit 4: Studio Practice and Art Industry Context. In art 

appreciation students examine and discuss traditional 

and contemporary working practices of a range of 

artists. Students research, analyse and evaluate gallery 

staff roles and methods involved in the presentation of 

artworks to an audience and conservation measures. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Theatre Studies 

11THE & 12THE 
Unit 1: Pre Modern Theatre Style & Conventions. 

Discover the way theatre developed from traditions and 

rituals through to Elizabethan theatre, in both 

performance and written form. This unit focuses on 

theatre prior to the 1880s, and offers you the 

opportunity to enhance your acting and theatre 

production skills, while focusing on creating a 

performance based on a pre-modern play. Another 

fantastic aspect of this course is that you will also create 

a portfolio based on the nine stage crafts which are 

acting, directing, set design, costuming, make-up, 

lighting and sound. 

 Areas of study include:  

• Seeing and analysing a performance  

• Producing a performance  

• Developing a professional portfolio  
 

Unit 2: Modern Theatre Style and Conventions. This 

unit deals with studying plays from the 1880s to the 

present, focusing on the key theatrical developments 

during this time. Students have the opportunity to 

develop knowledge of performance styles and their 

conventions (i.e. naturalistic and non-naturalistic 

forms). The unit will also deal with theatre as an industry 

and the workings of modern theatre companies (e.g. 

Melbourne Theatre Company). Students will learn skills 

to analyse and evaluate performances.  

Stagecraft areas include acting, direction, stage 

management, set design, dramaturgy, costume, 

lighting, properties, make-up and sound.  

 

Unit 3: Producing Theatre. In this unit students will be 

involved in a play(s). While working on the play(s), they 

are required to take on two stage craft areas which lead 

to a project and an analysis of the process. Students will 

also do an analysis of a performance from a given list of 

plays. The analysis can be in the form of an essay or a 

test. Stagecraft includes acting, direction, set design, 

lighting, sound, properties, costume and make-up. 

Unit 4: Presenting an Interpretation. In this unit 

students will be involved in a scene which contains a 

monologue from a VCAA prescribed list of plays. An 

analysis of the scene is required. The monologue from 

the scene is eventually performed by the individual 

student to a panel under exam conditions. Students are 

also required to do an analysis of actors in a play from a 

given list.  

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Visual Communication and Design 

11VCD & 12VCD 
Unit 1:  Introduction to Visual Communication Design. 

The primary focus of this unit is on students developing 

drawing skills as a means of communication and an 

understanding of how visual communications are 

shaped by past and contemporary factors. Students 

develop skills in drawing methods used for observation, 

visualisation and presentation. They develop their 

knowledge of design elements and design principles and 

their interplay, and undertake a case study to examine 

the technical, economic and environmental factors that 

shape contemporary visual communications. 

 

Unit 2: Applications of Visual Communication Design. 

This unit offers a practical context for learning and 

applying drawing methods and an understanding and 

application of basic typography components. Students 

develop their knowledge and practice of the application 

of appropriate basic technical drawing conventions 

through their environmental or industrial/product 

design contexts. Students review key features of both 

historical and contemporary typography to develop an 

understanding of how type communicates visually. 

 

Unit 3: Visual Communication Design Practices. An 

investigation of design industry practices informs 

knowledge of how visual communication is produced 

within a professional industry context.  
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Students are given the opportunity to increase their 

practical skills and knowledge within a specified focus 

on three areas of design: communication, 

environmental and industrial. Where possible, students 

will have the opportunity to observe industry practices, 

interview local designers and interact with industry, in 

an authentic experience. Students apply design thinking 

skills to develop a creative client brief. They also 

undertake suitable research to generate a range of 

visual ideas. The brief will be carried through to Unit 4. 

Unit 4:  Design development and presentation. The 

focus of this unit is the final stage of the design process 

where final presentations are produced and presented. 

They develop a pitch and this provides students with the 

opportunity to reflect on their work and articulate how 

the visual communication addresses the client’s needs. 

Students resolve two separate visual communication 

final presentations. 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING PROGRAMS
See the VET Fee Schedule for subject charges. 

 

Certificate II Applied Fashion Design 
and Technology 
VEAF1 (Year 1) VEAF2 (Year 2) 
Attendance: Wednesday 

Course duration: Two years at Berwick College 

 

The aim of the VET Applied Fashion Design and 

Technology two year qualification is to provide 

participants with the knowledge and skills to which will 

enhance their employment prospects in fashion or 

fashion related industries.  This qualification will enable 

participants to gain a recognised certificate and make a 

more informed choice of vocation and career paths as 

well as expose them to skills, such as design, sewing and 

pattern making. 

 

Sample Course content: 

• Work Safely 

• Draw and interpret a basic sketch 

• Design and produce a simple Garment 

• Use a sewing machine for fashion design 

• Modify patterns to create basic styles 

• Identify design process for fashion design 

• Identify fibres, fabric and textiles used the TCF 

industry 

• Produce a simple garment 

• Use steaming and pressing equipment in TCF 

production 

• Prepare and produce a complex whole 

garment from specifications 

 

Future Career Pathways: 

• VET in Schools – Certificate III in Applied 

Fashion Design and Technology 

• Certificate IV in Applied Fashion Design and 

Technology 

• Diploma in Applied Fashion Design and 

Technology 

• University Options: Bachelor of Fashion Design 

 

Certificate II Automotive 

(Vocational Preparation) 

11VA1 & VEAM1/VEAM2 
Attendance: Within the College timetable  

Course duration: Two years at Berwick College 

 

This two-year qualification students will gain hands on 

experience working on everything from engine cylinder 

heads, clutch assemblies and transmissions. Students 

will develop important employability skills that will 

enable them to pursue careers in automotive and 

related industries. 

 

Berwick College offers the first year of the course in the 

timetable and the first and second year on a Friday. 

Contact the Careers Office for more details. 

 

Sample Course Content: 

• Follow environmental and sustainability best 

practice in an automotive work-place 

• Follow safe working practices in an automotive 

workplace 

• Use and maintain tools and equipment in an 

automotive workplace 

• Carry out research into the automotive 

industry 

• Dismantle and assemble multi-cylinder four-

stroke petrol engines 

• Carry out basic vehicle servicing operations 
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Future Career Pathways: 

• Certificate Ill in Automotive Mechanical Repair 

(Apprenticeship) 

• Certificate IV in Automotive Management; or 

Certificate IV in Automotive Technology; or 

Certificate IV in Motor Sport 

• Diploma of Automotive Management; or 

Diploma of Automotive Technology; or 

Diploma of Motor Sport 

• University options: Bachelor of Engineering 

 

Certificate II Community Services 

11VCS 
Attendance: In the timetable 

Course duration: One year at Berwick College 

 

The aim of the VET Community Services one year 

certificate is to provide participants with the knowledge 

and skills to achieve units of competency that will 

enhance their employment prospects in community 

services or community service related industries.  

 

 

This qualification will enable participants to gain a 

recognised credential and make a more informed choice 

of vocation and career path as well as expose them to 

skills, such as first aid, working with children and 

working in the community sector. 

 

Sample Course Content: 

• Provide first point of contact 

• Work with diverse people 

• Communicate and work in health and 

community services 

• Organise and complete daily work activities 

• Participate in workplace health and safety 

• Use strategies to respond to routine workplace 

problems 

• Interact effectively with others at work 

• Provide first aid 

 

Future Career pathways 

• Certificate III in Aged Care; or Certificate III in 

Community Services; or Certificate III Health 

Services Assistant; or Certificate Ill in Home & 

Community Care 

• Certificate IV in Allied Health Assistance: or 

Certificate IV in Disability; or Certificate IV in 

Mental Health 

• Diploma of Nursing; or Diploma of Community 

Services/Mental Health/Alcohol and other 

drugs 

 

Certificate II Construction Pathways 

VECP1 (Year 1) & VECP2 (Year 2) 
Attendance: Wednesday, Friday and in the timetable 

Course duration: Two years at Berwick College 

 

The aim of the VET Construction Pathways is to provide 

participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve 

units of competency that will enhance their 

employment prospects in building or building related 

industries.  

This qualification will enable participants to gain a 

recognised certificate and make a more informed choice 

of vocation and career paths as well as expose them to 

skills, such as building projects, workplace safety and 

first aid. 

 

Sample Course content: 

• Work effectively and sustainably in the 

construction industry 

• Conduct workplace communication 

• Carry out measurements and calculations 

• Apply OH&S requirements, policies and 

procedures in the construction industry 

• Work safely in the construction industry 

• Handle carpentry tools and equipment 

 

Future Career Pathways: 

• Certificate III in Brick & Block laying 

• Certificate IV in Building & Construction 

• Diploma in Building & Construction 

 

Certificate II Electrotechnology  
(Vocational Preparation) 
VEET1 (Year 1) & VEET2 (Year 2) 
Attendance: Wednesdays 

Course duration: Two years 

 

This course is designed to provide training, practical 

skills and studies for students interested in investigating 

a career as an electrician.   
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Students who complete both years of this course will 

have completed a nationally recognised pre-vocational 

for careers in the electrical field. 

Course content: 

• Use basic computer applications relevant to a 

workplace 

• Document occupational hazards and risks in 

electrical work 

• Solve problems in extra-low voltage 

• Use of routine equipment/plant/technologies 

in an electrotechnology environment 

• Identify and select 

components/accessories/materials for 

electrotechnology work activities  

• Produce routing products for work 

• Dismantle, assemble and fabricate 

electrotechnology components 

• Solve problems in multiple DC 

• Fix and secure equipment 

• Carry out routine activities in an 

electrotechnology environment 

• Use drawings, diagrams, schedules and 

manuals 

Future pathways:  Employment opportunities exist in 

the electrical trades in: 

• Electronic installation 

• Testing  

• Repair or sales 

• Working on audio systems video systems, 

mobile phone systems, electronic security 

systems 

• Car electronic accessories 

• Electronic ticketing systems 

• Vehicle engine management systems 

• Computer interfacing. 

Materials: Students are to supply writing material, pens 

and paper. 

Materials: all materials are provided except stationery 

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation 

VET0R / 11VOR 
Attendance: In the timetable 

Course duration: One year at Berwick College 

 

This one year course is designed to introduce students 

to the employment and educational opportunities 

within the sport and recreation industries.  Students will 

develop leadership and organisational skills through 

theory and practical sessions, in the classroom and 

outdoors. 

Sample Course Content: 

• Provide first aid 

• Minimise environmental impact 

• Respond to emergency situations 

• Work effectively in sport and recreation 

environments 

• Follow occupational health and safety policies 

• Demonstrate bushwalking in a controlled 

environment 

• Demonstrate top rope climbing skills on 

artificial surfaces 

• Select, set up and maintain a bike 

• Demonstrate simple sea kayaking skills 

• Demonstrate navigation skills in a controlled 

environment 

• Demonstrate surf survival and self-rescue skills 

Future Career Pathways 

• VET in Schools - Certificate III in Outdoor 

Recreation 

• Certificate III in Fitness 

• Certificate IV in Fitness; or Certificate IV in 

Sport and Recreation; or Certificate IV 

Community Recreation 

• Diploma of Sport & Recreation 

• University Options: Bachelor of Human 

Movement or Bachelor of Exercise Science 

 

Certificate II Small Business 

11VB1 (Year 1) 11VB2 (Year 2) 
Attendance: in the timetable 

Course duration: Two years at Berwick College 

 

This two year course provides and entry point into 

small business and the commercial world and aims to 

provide participants with the knowledge and skills to 

enhance their employment prospects in the small 

business environment. 

Sample Course Content: 

• Follow small business policies and procedures 

• Participate in quality and Change processes 

• Develop elementary professional skills for 

small business environments 

• Undertake basic market research and 

promotion for a small business product or 

service 

• Contribute to small business planning 
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• Assist with the presentation of public activities 

and events 

• Follow procedures for routine financial 

activities of a small business 

• Contribute to health and safety of self and 

others 

• Organise and complete daily work activities 

• Use social media for collaboration and 

engagement 

• Recommend products and services 

Future Career Pathways; 

• Certificate Ill in Business 

• Certificate IV in Small Business Management 

• Diploma of Business 

• University options: Bachelor of Business 

Certificate II VCE VET Dance 

11VD1/12VD2 
The VET VCE Dance course is a two year full-time 

certificate course that prepare students for further 

tertiary training as teacher, performer or choreographer 

in the performance industry. Within the course, 

students spend time both within the classroom and in 

the dance industry acquiring and developing the skills, 

knowledge and confidence to work in a range of areas 

within the performing arts industry. Upon successful 

completion of the course, students receive a Certificate 

II in Dance Training, a Study Score which contributes to 

their VCE ATAR and multiple connections within the 

industry. 

 

Sample Course Content: 

• Develop basic dance techniques 

• Follow basic safe dance practices 

• Develop a basic level of physical condition for 

dance performance 

• Perform basic jazz dance technique 

• Perform basic contemporary dance technique 

• Develop audition techniques 

• Incorporate artistic expression into basic dance 

performance 

• Develop and apply creative arts industry 

knowledge 

• Increase depth of contemporary dance 

technique 

• Increase depth of jazz dance technique 

 

Future Career Pathways: 

• Certificate III in Dance 

• Certificate IV in Dance 

• Diploma of Dance 

• Advanced Diploma of Dance 
 

A subject charge applies to each unit. 

Certificate II Visual Arts 

11VVA 
Attendance: In the timetable 

Course duration: One Year at Berwick College 

 

Students gain experience using a broad range of 

materials, equipment and techniques, see vast 

improvement in art and design skills and knowledge and 

develop crucial thinking skills.  

Students develop a professional portfolio of artworks, 

opening up pathways into work and further study. In 

addition, students gain real-world experience through 

exhibition of their own work, commissions for festivals 

and working with practicing artists and designers. We 

follow the principle of providing individuals with the 

broadest possible combination of skills and attributes 

for maximum employability.  

 

Sample Course Content: 

 

• Make simple creative work  

• Use basic drawing techniques  

• Source and use information relevant to own 

arts practice  

• Develop digital imaging skills  

• Develop painting skills  

• Develop printmaking skills  

• Develop sculptural skills  

• Follow a design process  

• Develop and apply creative arts industry 

knowledge 

• Contribute to health and safety of self and 

others  

 

COURSE FEES: There are no course fees. A $150 

materials charge applies. In addition, students are 

required to purchase a basic kit of Art equipment prior 

to commencement of the course. 
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