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ADMINISTRATION OFFICE:      
   Monday to Thursday:     8:15am – 4:30pm 
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Address: 65-69 Manuka Road, Berwick 3806 
Email:  berwick.sc@education.vic.gov.au 
Web:   www.berwickcollege.vic.edu.au 
 

BERWICK COLLEGE NEWSLETTER 
Please keep up-to-date with all College news by reading the 
newsletter, following us on Facebook, reviewing Compass regularly and 

2024 Term 4 Key Dates  

Monday 7th October First Day Term 4 

Monday 21st October Year 12 Celebration Day 

Tuesday 29th October 
Year 10 Immunisations 
VCAA VCE examinations commence—English / English Additional Language 9am-12:15pm 

Monday 4th November Alternative Program 

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

Monday 18th November Year 10 and 11 Exam Week 

Tuesday 19th November Year 12 Valedictory 

Wednesday 20th November 
Final day of VCAA VCE Examinations 
Year 12 Valedictory 

Friday 22nd November Professional Practice Day—Student Free Day 

Monday 25th November Headstart - 2025 Academic Classes commence 

Friday 6th December Year 10 and Year 11 Final Day 

Monday 9th December Year 7, 2025 Parent Information Evening—6:00pm 

Tuesday 10th December Grade 6 Orientation Day 

Thursday 12th December Year 7, 8 and 9 Final Learning Team Assemblies 

Friday 13th December Year 7, 8 and 9 Activity Day 

Monday 16th December Celebration of Achievement Evening—6pm Stadium 

2025 Term 1 Key Dates  

Tuesday, 28th January Staff Professional Learning Day—Student Free Day 

Wednesday, 29th January 
Parent Teacher Conferences—years 7 to 11 / year 12 Federation University—No academic 
classes 

Wednesday, 12th February Whole School Photo Day 
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Principal’s Report—Josie Millard 
 

 

As we conclude Term 3, I reflect on my six weeks in the role of Principal at Berwick 
College. This is a wonderful, vibrant school community. The students have welcomed 
me warmly. When I first introduced myself to them at an Assembly, I asked them to say 
‘hello’ if they saw me out and about – and they have done so. They have been so 
generous in their welcome, and they have shown me what a wonderful group of people 

they are. I have met many, but not yet all, of the staff at Berwick College. I have been involved in many 
conversations as I have learned about this school and while I have a long way to go, I am beginning to understand 
the whole school. What is clear, is that both staff and students care deeply about this community.  They recognise 
that the school holds a strong and important role in the Berwick community – and the staff in particular take that 
responsibility most seriously. Over the course of Term 4, the planning for 2025 will continue to drive our work. I am 
working closely with the school’s Leadership Team to ensure that the 2025 program is set to optimise our student 
outcomes.  

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

It was wonderful to meet many parents at the meetings we held at school on Thursday, 19th  September. Many 
teachers commented to me how engaged families were with the education experience of their students. These 
conversations, and of course the resulting conversations that are held at home afterwards, are so powerful in 
influencing learning.  As a school, we need families to engage in the learning in order for it to be purposeful and 
engaging. The teachers spent much time preparing for the meetings and I thank them for their professional 
commitment to the process.  

YEAR 12 – APPROACHING THE FINAL EXAMS 

Many of our year 12 students have just completed a practice exam for their English study. They are to attend 
revision lectures and complete practice exams for their other subjects over the study break.  

I would like to remind year 12 students of how much influence they hold over their final results as they enter the 
final five weeks before their examinations.  These five weeks have the potential to be the most influential five 
weeks of the year. If this time is used carefully and productively, students may make a significant impact on their 
final exam result. 

For the first week of the break students should be reviewing and summarising their notes from across both Unit 3 
and Unit 4.  They should be identifying areas of knowledge and skill where they need to relearn or improve, and 
they should be making a study plan for the coming five weeks.  

In the second week of the study break, they should be commencing practice exams – at home as well as the ones 
they complete at the school. The exams that are completed at home should be completed ‘open book’ and ‘open 
time’ at this stage. Students should try to use older practice exams at this stage so that they can save the most 
recently published exams until the week before their final exam.  

Many students will form study groups in the last week of the holidays. This is an extremely effective way of learning. 
Students are able to ask questions in a safe and supportive environment as well as challenge each other to think 
deeply and broadly, making connections that they are unable to on their own.  

YEAR 10 AND 11 – APPROACHING EXAMS 

Any year 11 students studying a Unit 3 and 4 subject this year, are also encouraged to implement the good study 
habits over the holiday period.  It is not too early to start considering the Unit 2 exams.  It is important that year 11 
students accept that their work habits fundamentally impact on year 12. Year 10 students should also begin 
preparing for Semester 2 exams over this break. Students should reflect on their work practices and to consider 
some changes that could be pledging to: 

• concentrate and work effectively in class during Term 4; 
• beginning exam preparation earlier; 
• changing study routines to focus on understanding of content; and 
• increase the number of hours of homework during week nights. 

This is a wonderful, vibrant school community.  
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Basketball Academy— triumphs at  
Champions Cup Finals!  

BASKETBALL ACADEMY CHAMPIONS CUP - FINAL TRIUMPHS 
On Sunday, September 8th, the Berwick College Basketball Academy showcased their 
exceptional talent and determination at the Champions Cup Final held at                 
Nunawading Basketball Stadium.  
 
Our Junior, Intermediate and Senior Boys’ teams each emerged victorious in their respective divisions, marking a 
historic day for our academy. 
 

JUNIOR BOYS’ TEAM: A STELLAR START 
The Junior Boys’ team set the tone for the day with a    
decisive 65-50 win over a formidable Rowville Sports 
Academy. Our players demonstrated remarkable skill and 
teamwork, with standout performances from Logan 
Stockx, who led with 28 points and 13 rebounds. Josh 
Slater was crucial in the fourth quarter, adding 16 points, 
while  Kadin Johnston contributed 11 points.  
Defensively, Oliver van den Brink played a pivotal role by 
limiting Rowville’s State Representative to just 10 points.  
 

Each player contributed significantly, ensuring a well-
rounded team effort in securing the win. Shoutout to   
Stevan Tasic who played a pivotal role in the qualifying 
rounds but unfortunately severely rolled his ankle on   
Friday night at representative basketball.  
 

Junior Team: 
Dilan Turkkan, Josh Slater , Sam Allott, Oliver van den 
Brink, Connor McCormack, Stevan Tasic, Harlen Youle 
Logan Stockx, Keyon’Dre Diop, Kadin Johnston 
 

Coaches: Mr Leonard & Mr Pentland 

THANK YOU TO PARENTS/CARERS 

To all parents and carers who have supported year 12 students as they have completed 
their final stage of learning we would like to say ‘Thank you’. We do realise that in so 
many cases you are the ones providing the food, the unconditional support and the 
emotional energy whilst allowing your son or daughter to make their own decisions and 
their own study plans. Our learning community is so well supported by parents, carers 
and wider families – Thank You. 

Finally, I wish to congratulate everyone who has contributed to the huge range of events and activities that have 
occurred this term. Many of these events have been showcased in this newsletter and I hope you enjoy reading 
about life at Berwick College in Term 3, 2024.  

I wish everyone a happy healthy and safe holiday break.  I look forward to seeing you all refreshed and ready for 
Term 4! 

Josie Millard 

Principal 

Principal’s Report Continued... 
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Basketball Academy— triumphs at  
Champions Cup Finals!  

INTERMEDIATE BOYS’ TEAM: OVERCOMING 
CHALLENGES 
Next up were the Intermediate Boys facing a strong and   
physical Flinders College. The game was tightly contested, 
with a narrow 21-20 lead at half time. However, our team 
demonstrated their endurance and strategy by starting the 
third quarter with a 15-0 run, ultimately winning 54-36.  
The scoring was well-distributed, but notable performances 
included Harrison De Koning with 13 points and 10 rebounds, 
and Zach Morrell with 10 points and 8 rebounds. Year 9 
standout Parker Rivet controlled the game with 10 points, 4 
rebounds, and 3 assists.  
Special recognition goes to Lachie Pickering and Elijah Kata 
for their exceptional defence against Flinders’ U18 State     
Representative, Denver Warry. Though JB Byrne was sidelined 
due to an injury, his contributions throughout the qualifying 
stage were invaluable. 
Intermediate Team: 
JB Byrne, Lachie Pickering, Elijah Kata, Zach Morrell 
Parker Rivet, Xavier Osmond, Zane Windsor, Harry De Koning, Cooper McCallum, Eddie James, Jake Shaw 
Coaches: Mr Leonard & Mr Pentland 
 

SENIOR BOYS’ TEAM: A THRILLING FINALE 
The Senior Boys’ team delivered an electrifying performance 
in the final, held before a packed stadium with a substantial 
contingent of Berwick staff and supporters. The game was a 
rollercoaster, with Rowville continuously challenging our lead. 
With only 30 seconds left, Berwick held a 5-point advantage 
but faced a tense moment when Rowville fouled a three-point 
shooter. Despite the pressure, we secured a 93-90 victory. 
Cedric Rault was a standout with 31 points, including crucial 
blocks and a dunk. Marcus Krasnadamskis, despite early foul 
trouble, made significant plays and ended with 22 points.  
Every player’s contribution, both in the final and throughout 
the lead-up games, was essential to our   success. 
 

Senior Team: 
Phoenix Windsor, Brandon Pele, Marcus Krasnadamskis,      
Callun McDonald, Truman Byrne, Jhai Guttenbeil, Ryan Baker, 
Heath McPherson, Cedric Rault, Seb Rault 
Coaches: Mr Hobba & Mr Kennedy 
 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND CELEBRATION 
The overwhelming support from Berwick parents, staff, and the broader community was instrumental in our teams' 
success.  

The cheers and encouragement from the stands  provided an extra boost to our players, helping 
them to achieve this remarkable feat. Congratulations to all our teams on their incredible achieve-
ments!  
 

Your hard work, dedication, and teamwork have brought immense pride to Berwick College. Here’s 
to celebrating this outstanding success and looking forward to many more victories in the  future.  

Mr Gerard Leonard 
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Dance Academy—Victorian State Schools 
Spectacular (VSSS)—SPLASH  

What a HUGE week our VSSS students had, rehearsing and preparing for two big       
performances on the 14th of September, at John Cain Arena. Students have spent the 
most part of this year rehearsing, learning choreography, creating costumes and 
meeting lots of new friends and professionals in the performing arts industry.  
 

The Seven Network is proudly supporting the 2024 Victorian State Schools Spectacular. 
Hosted by Home and Away's Ada Nicodemou, the special broadcast, with behind-the-scenes highlights, will air in 
Melbourne on Saturday, 14 December, at 7:00pm, on Channel 7 and 7plus. I’m sure you will spot many Berwick 
College Dance Academy Students on the big screen!  
 

Thank you to Ms Quenette, Miss Pyke, Mrs Mraz and Miss Foster for assisting at John Cain Arena and to Ms Julie 
Wotherspoon for volunteering her time. They were very long and cold days! 

A HUGE congratulations to the following BCDA students for their hard work and dedication.  
A special mention to College Captain, Regan, for her achievement of being Principal Dancer for the 
last four years. As Regan graduates this year, this VSSS was her last. It was also great to see last 
year’s year 12 student, and College Captain, Stefan working as a stage manager!  
Ms Melissa Quenette 
Director of Dance 

Principal Dancer 
Regan Gay (Year 12) 
Estelle Greene (Year 8) 
First Nations Ensemble  
Laila Cameron-Dukes (Year 7) 
Speciality Act 
Tay Pepyat Oates (Year 8) 
 

Mass Dance 
Giaan Rojas 
Alexis Amos 
Alexis Adams 
Laila Camerson-Dukes 
Elizabeth Lawrence  
Eleanor Campbell  
Tilly Parish 

Sienna Honey 
Molly Reynolds 
Tasha Premachandra  
Genny Knight 
Zara Gay 
Olivia Clish 
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Library News  

CBCA CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 
Book Week was celebrated at the end of 

August and was a great success!  
 

We once again enjoyed a variety of         

activities during the week as we celebrated books and reading.  

Our Minute to Win it Challenges were lots of fun with a big group of students participating. Some of our ‘craftier’ 

students enjoyed making pompom pets with our Library Technician, Shamaila.  

(Pictured above: Balloon cup relay, a shaggy pompom pet and Max the Magician, our visiting magician with his      

assistant, Mr Wong) 
 

With the theme, Reading is Magic, it made perfect sense to invite a professional magician to entertain the staff and 

students. We welcomed Max the Magician, who performed a fun show with some illusion and trickery. Mr Wong 

also did a great job, taking on the role of magician’s assistant.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISIT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY! 
Just a reminder that Connected Libraries will be open and offering fun activities over the holidays, including Lego 
Club, Cactus Garden, Elio the Magician, Get Your Game On, Teen Karaoke and Real Pigeons Live. If you haven’t 
already joined your local library now would be a great time! To see What’s On log in to the Connected Libraries 
website or click on this link: Ignite Your Imagination - Connected Libraries  Even if you can’t get to a local library it is 
still worth becoming a member then checking out all of the fabulous services they offer, including Studiosity which 
provides one-on-one tutoring; Literacy Planet – an online Literacy resource; Kanopy – free movies; storytelling, and 
many more.  Go to the Connected Libraries website or call your nearest branch for more details.    

EPLATFORM – EBOOK LIBRARY 
Of course, you can also use the holidays to catch up on reading with our Wheelers ePlatform library! You can access 
hundreds of eBooks without leaving that comfy armchair. Find Wheelers eBooks by downloading the Wheelers 
EPlatform app or by going through Compass (click on the star ‘School Favourites’ then ‘EBooks link’). Students log in 
using their regular school username and password (or try Library1) and can borrow two books at a time for up to 
two weeks. Staff can also access the collection with their regular log in and password (or try ‘Forgot password’ to 
reset if your regular password doesn’t work). Please contact library staff if you need any help logging in.  

https://www.connectedlibraries.org.au/
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Library News Continued… 

 

Lost resources 
We are still missing a number of books as well as iPads and calculators which have 
been borrowed but not returned. We ask all families to please have a look around 
home over the holidays to see if you can find any of our missing items, and return 
them after the holidays.  
 

Have a safe and relaxing break and we look forward to seeing you all in term 4!                                  
 

Ms Helen Tonkin and Mrs Shamaila Tariq—Library team 

On September 17, our year 11 Business Management and Work Skills students showcased their entrepreneurial 
spirit at the annual Market Day, and it was a resounding success! With over 25 stalls featuring a diverse range of 
food, games, and activities, the event attracted students, families, and staff, creating a vibrant atmosphere filled 
with excitement. 
 

Students took on various roles, from managing finances to marketing their products, applying the skills they’ve 
learned throughout the year. The delicious offerings ranged from homemade baked goods to international cuisine, 
while engaging activities like a raffle and cream pie throwing at teachers, kept attendees entertained. 
 

Thanks to the incredible support from our school community, we are thrilled to announce that the 
event raised funds for a number of charities, making a meaningful impact in our community. The 
success of Market Day not only highlighted our students’ hard work and creativity but also fostered 
a sense of collaboration and community spirit. 
 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated, volunteered and supported this   
initiative. We look forward to making next year’s Market Day even bigger and better! 
 

Mr Gavin Watson— Business Management  

Market Day a huge success! 
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We hope you have had a fantastic Term 3 and are looking forward to the school    
holidays and Term 4.  

CELEBRATING SUCCESS 
This term we have had an O’Donoghue Learning Team assembly to recognise the 
achievements of students who have outstanding attendance and outstanding         
behaviour in class. Well done to all the recipients of these awards.  

FLYNN AND O'DONOGHUE DAY  
This term we celebrated Flynn and O’Donoghue Day by raising awareness and money 
to support ‘R U Ok?’ Day. In our homegroups, students wrote ‘staff shout outs’ to 
staff members who have made a difference in their lives and completed an R U Ok? 
worksheet that was created by our amazing wellbeing team.  
 

In our assemblies, students worked in groups to come up with ideas for what they 
would like to do for Flynn and O’Donoghue Day. Our student leaders then compiled 
those ideas and organised student volunteers to help on the day.  
 

We would like to thank our O’Donoghue student leaders, Riley Nason and Lilian    
Bissell for all their work in organising the day. We would also like to thank all the 
staff and student volunteers who helped with set up or clean up, and everyone 
who came to buy a sausage, drink or burger to support the day.  

 

As always, thank you for your continued support in 
upholding our College’s values and maintaining a 
positive and inclusive environment. 
 
Mr Jesse Nugent and Ms Isabella Sawatzky 
O’Donoghue Student Learning Leader & Assistant  

O’Donoghue Otellas Learning Team  

We are partners with the Sustainable School Shop to provide families access to second-hand textbooks, uniforms, 
calculators, musical instruments, sports gear and much more! Sustainable School Shop have preloaded items        
specific to our school onto their site. This makes it super easy to list your items for sale and to buy items. 
 

See all the second-hand uniform items for sale here:  
 https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/stocktake/berwick-secondary-college  
See all the second-hand textbooks for sale here:  
 https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/booklist/berwick-secondary-college  
 

So jump onto the site, register and list your items for sale, you will be: 
• reusing items rather than adding to landfill 
• making money on items you sell 
• saving money on items you buy 
• providing another family in our school with cheaper items 
• helping to create a culture of contact amongst our school community families! 

 

Login or Register here: https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au 

https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/stocktake/berwick-secondary-college
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/booklist/berwick-secondary-college
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au
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With the end of the term rapidly closing in, we wish the best of luck to those completing 

SACS or preparing for the last of their assessments. The warmer weather approaches, and 

it’s more important than ever to ensure we wear our uniform with pride and keep up our 

attendance to finish the term strong! 

CELEBRATING CHISHOLM SUCCESS—READY TO LEARN 
Chisholm has reclaimed its former glory at the top of the learning teams, finishing first in our most recent ‘Ready to 

Learn’ challenge. Winning by a fair margin, Chisholm students have been found the most engaged and efficient in 

class time usage. We love to see this - let’s keep this going through to the end of the year!  
 

THE CHAMPIONS CUP 
The Champions Cup is one of the premiere Basketball tournaments in Victoria with public, private and independent 

schools all participating in the event, and congratulations are in order for a handful of Chisholm students.  
 

Last Sunday on the 8th of September, the Berwick College Basketball team attended and took out gold in the grand 

final!!  
 

Big congratulations to Jack Byrne, Marcus Krasnadamskis, Brandon Pele and Sebastien Rault, who all attended and 

were part of an amazing school achievement. 
 

CHISHOLM “ESCAPE ROOM” PANCAKES 
Aprons were donned, pancake batter was whipped and barbecues were turned to maximum for the winners of the 

last learning team challenge. With a speedy time of only 25 minutes, the escapees solved the Escape Room puzzles 

beating the seven other classrooms attempting the same. Be sure to keep an eye out for future learning team      

challenges and rewards!  
 

GREEN CHRONICLE AWARDS 
Been given green chronicles lately? Make sure to come up to F9 and see what your chronicles can get you!  

 

We are always on the look out to highlight Chisholm achievements so if you have 

achieved something or know someone who has, please let us know! Let’s finish 

our year strong! 
 

Mr Daniel Bowen—Chisholm Student Learning Leader 
Mr Daniel Leane—Chisholm Student Learning Leader Assistant 

Chisholm Learning Team  

Dear Parents and Carers,  In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school 
from Prep to Year 12 in 2025 will receive the one-off $400 School Saving Bonus. 

The $400 School Saving Bonus provides families with support for education-related costs, such as school activities 
and/or school uniforms and textbooks. The School Saving Bonus is not available for full-fee international students, 
home schooled students, TAFE students and students attending kindergarten in 2025.     
 

Actions for parents and carers:  Before 18 October 2024, the Department of Education is asking parents and carers 
to: Complete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government school for Term 1 2025, or starting Prep 
or Year 7 in 2025. For more information, read about Enrolling in School  
Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number is up to date with us. You can check 
this information by contacting us directly. We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the           
Department of Education will email you twice, once in October, to verify your email address and again in              
November, with your $400 School Saving Bonus and access to an online system. 
Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important email. To learn more about the 
School Saving Bonus, download the School Saving Bonus Information sheet for government school parents and   carers or 
visit vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus.  

School Saving Bonus—Verify your details!  

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-choose-school-and-enrol
mailto:https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/SSB_information_government_school_parents_carers.docx
https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus
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Community News  


