
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: 2026 – Yr 9 Parent Payments 

Berwick College is looking forward to delivering another year of high-quality teaching and learning. We are most 
proud to offer a broad educational program and a huge co-curricular program that caters for a broad range 
of student interests and passions. 

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements, and we want to 
assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, while the Victorian Government supplies most 
of the school’s funding, Berwick College is dependent on locally raised funds, in the form of parent or carer 
contributions, to supplement the government funding. The voluntary contributions are essential for the 
operation of the school’s curriculum programs, the provision of specialist staff and additional equipment and 
resources. 

Within our College parent or carer financial contributions have allowed us to improve student outcomes and 
enhance the school environment by: 

• Providing a wider offering of subjects and additional curriculum experiences
• Enhancing the digital learning experience for all students
• Increasing the offerings in the co-curricular and clubs program
• Supporting students and families through the Wellbeing program
• Enhancing the role and capacity of the library in the learning program
• Improving the general facilities across the school.

We thank you in advance for your support of Berwick College. We have numerous projects planned for 2026 
which will enable our continued, and determined, focus on school improvement. These initiatives will not be 
possible without the generous support of our community.  

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy, please see a one-page overview 
attached.  

Yours sincerely, 

Josie Millard Kerrie Russell 

Principal School Council President 
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Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use, or participate in, to 
access the Curriculum 

Amount 

Subject consumables, materials, and equipment. Please make a contribution for those 
subjects that your child is studying. 

Yr 9 Curriculum Contributions 

Art Visual - resources, equipment and curriculum consumables $65 

Digital Technology – resources, equipment and curriculum consumables $20 

English -resources, curriculum consumables $20 

Food Studies- kitchen equipment, curriculum consumables and resources $125 

Health & Human Development - resources, curriculum consumables $20 

Humanities - resources, curriculum consumables $20 

Mathematics - resources, curriculum consumables $25 

Media - curriculum consumables, equipment and resources $60 

Music - resources, curriculum consumables $25 

Outdoor & Environmental Studies – resources. Note: Camps and Excursions will be charged 
separately as part of extracurricular activities. 

$100 

Physical Education – equipment, resources $60 

Photography - equipment, resources, curriculum consumables $75 

Product Design and Technology – Textiles – resources, curriculum consumables and equipment $60 

Product Design and Technology – Wood- resources, curriculum consumables and equipment $70 

Psychology - resources, curriculum consumables $20 

Science - equipment, resources, curriculum consumables $50 

STEAM - resources, curriculum consumables $20 

Theatre Studies - – hire of equipment, costumes, props, sets and printing of scripts $60 

Visual Communication & Design - curriculum consumables, resources  and equipment $65 

Wellness Lab - equipment, resources $70 

Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities Amount 

First Aid Resources – The school provides a qualified nurse, and first aid consumables to treat 
students and meet student health needs when on camps and excursions $25 

School Sports Victoria affiliation $25 

Student Wellbeing Program and Support – services provided via our Wellbeing Centre to assist 
and support students in their educational journey 

$40 

Student and parent communication tools - Compass $30 
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General Contribution –maintain the quality of education that we provide including upgrade 
classroom technology, whole school digital technology, equipment etc 

$200 

School grounds maintenance and improvements $50 

Total Other Contributions $370 

Tax Deductible Contributions 

Building fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and 
maintenance of school infrastructure. $200 

Library Fund. A tax-deductible contribution to support book purchases and other equipment 
that sustain the library as a valuable resource. $100 

Total Tax-Deductible contributions $300 

Educational items for students to own 

Campion Education are the official suppliers of subject textbooks, the school recommends you purchase through their 
website or in person at your nearest retail outlet. Please see the Booklist for a list of items that the school 
recommends you purchase from Campion for your child to individually own and use. 

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities – provided on a user-pays basis 

Berwick College offers a range of optional items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of 
students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the Curriculum.  

If you would like to purchase an item or activity for your child, please ensure payment is made to the school by the 
nominated due date.     

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities Amount 

Basketball Academy 
Payable upon acceptance of offer. Note that all SSV events will be an additional charge 
of $20 per activity 

$600 

Dance Academy $600 

High Achievers program $100 

Instrumental Music Program – lessons including membership of an ensemble 
Payable upon acceptance of offer 

$600 

Instrumental Music Ensemble Program – open to students who are learning an 
instrument outside school 

$100 

Instrument Hire 
Payable upon signing equipment hire agreement 

$200 

School Yearbook - distributed term 4 2026 $25 

Student Planner - distributed in Term 1 2026 $10 

Interschool Sports program (CSEF funds can be used) 
Events advised throughout the year (payable prior to event date) $20 per activity 

Combination Padlock for student lockers (Collect from Administration) $20 
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Financial Support for Families 

Berwick College understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of support 
options, including: 

• the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund which provides payment for eligible students to attend camps, sport
and excursions. If you hold a means tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be
eligible for CSEF payment of $400 per year.

• State Schools Relief (SSR)
• Payment plans (Berwick College will work with families to develop acceptable payment plans)

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative payment 
arrangements, contact: Chris Greig, Business Manager or Dee Berwick, Accounts.  

Email: student.payments@berwickcollege.vic.edu.au 

Payment methods 

Parent contributions towards the requested payments is essential to maintain the quality of education that we provide 
at Berwick College. Parents are strongly encouraged to contribute to these funds, which are listed on Compass. Payment 
can be made on Compass or at the General Office.  Payments can be made by instalments and can be set up on Compass 
to be debited from a credit card account in instalments should parents wish to take up this option.  For further 
information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy please see a one-page overview attached. 

Refunds - Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis. 
Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration whether 
a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payments Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for Families Policy, 
and any other relevant information. 

mailto:student.payments@berwickcollege.vic.edu.au
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY 
ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

FREE INSTRUCTION 
• Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all

items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

• Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS 
Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories: 

Curriculum Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for curriculum 
items and activities which 
the school deems necessary 
for students to learn the 
Curriculum. 

Other 
Contributions 

Voluntary financial 
contributions for non-
curriculum items and 
activities that relate to the 
school’s functions and 
objectives. 

Extra-Curricular Items and 
Activities 

Items and activities that 
enhance or broaden the 
schooling experience of 
students and are above and 
beyond what the school 
provides for free to deliver 
the Curriculum. These are 
provided on a user-pays 
basis. 

• Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES 
• Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for

items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

• Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES 
• Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and

publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.
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